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Happening
today

®SCWILL hear aplea by former
minister and DMK leader V Sen-
thil Balaji seeking anticipatory
bailina case pertaining to
alleged irregularitiesin TASMAC.

®DELHIHC will hear an appeal
by Umar Khalid challenging the
trial court’s July 4 decision to
dismiss his bail application.

TRACK THESE AND MOREON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Shouldn’tthere
be show of
fairness: SC

on PM panel
choosing CEC

Office of PM has
sanctity attached to
it, counters Centre

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, July 30

QUESTIONING THE appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Elec-
tion Commissioners (ECs) by a
three-member committee
comprising the Prime Ministet,
a Union Minister and the
Leader of Opposition, the Su-
preme Court on Thursday
asked "should there be no show
of fairness" in the procedure.

The bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and S C Sharma
was hearing petitions challeng-
ing the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023, which pro-
vides for their selection by the
three-member panel.

Defending the law, the
Centre, represented by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, said it
would be wrong to assume that
the PM and the minister would
“not act in the interest of
democracy” because they have
a “numerical majority” in the
selection procedure.

Mehta submitted that the
office of the PM has a “sanctity
attached” toitand doubtingthe
decision of the selection com-
mittee would undermine the
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DAY AFTER LOK SABHA, RAJYA SABHA PASSES BILL BY VOICE VOTE AS OPPOSITION WALKS OUT

House clears anti-paper leak Bill,

PM says nobody will be spared

Kharge raises police action on protesters: POlice l’uleS allOW Pellet gun use,

‘If Shah cannot answer, he should resign’

Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge in Rajya Sabha, Thursday. pri

Divya A, Nikhil Ghanekar,
Damini Nath & Jatin Anand
New Delhi, July 30

ADAY afteritwascleared by the
Lok Sabha, the Public Examin-
ations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026,
which provides for stricter pun-
ishment for paper leaks, was
discussed and passed by the
Rajya Sabhathrough voice vote
on Thursday.

Hours later, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi posted a video
on Instagram in which he as-
sured that "any paper mafia,
paper leak gang, gang which
tries to play with the future of
the youth of the country would
not be spared”.

Underlining that his gov-
ernment had delivered on its
promise to bring atough law, he
said: "We are taking step after

step towards creatingareliable
education system, whetheritis
the creation of a task force, fast-
track courts, taking suggestions
from states... A nationwide re-
form in education sector has
become compulsory... work in
this direction will continue."

Earlier, before Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh could re-
spond to the debate on the Bill
in the Rajya Sabha, INDIA bloc
MPs walked out, demanding
that Home Minister Amit Shah
make a statement on the police
action against protesting stu-
dents last week. Singh said it
was unfortunate that the MPs
who had spoken most vocifer-
ously during the debate had
walked out.

Referring to the Opposition
members raising the issue of
police action on students,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

can look at specific cases, says SC

CJIbench to Govt: Preserve ammunition

log of RAF personnel on Delhi protest duty

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, July 30

STATING THAT the existing
police regulations allow the use
of pellet guns in exceptional cir-
cumstances for crowd control,
the Supreme Court on Thurs-
day said they can only be
banned if these rules are found
to be unconstitutional. The
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PARLIAMENT CLEARS
BILL MAKING INSULT
TO VANDE MATARAMA
PUNISHABLE OFFENCE

WHY CENTREIS
HOLDING BACKKEY
BILLSASLOGJAMIN
HOUSE CONTINUES

Indian hockey ditches iconic blue for

saffron: not consu

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, July 30

SINCE1928, Indian hockeyteam
has played in different shades of
blue or white almost every time
atamajor tournament. That will
change next month.

When Harmanpreet Singh
and Salima Tete lead the men’s
and women’s teams for the
World Cup, starting August 15 in
Belgium and the Netherlands,
the players will swap the iconic
blue jersey that has defined the

Ited: S players, official

Indian men’s hockey team will be seenin their new jersey at the World
Cupinthe Netherlands and Belgium next month. @rHEHOCKEYINDIA

national side for a saffron-col-
oured one. Hockey Indiasaid the
“primary consideration was
technical” since the blue uni-

form blended with the blue turf

and made it difficult for a player

tospot ateammate easily.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Fromgovt topvt:In3yrs,1.54 lakh J&K
Bank accounts were not linked to PAN

Ritu Sarin
New Delhi, July 30

AN INCOME Tax probe has
found that 1.54 lakh accounts
were opened with J&K Bank be-
tween 2021 and 2024 without
any PAN detailslinked to them.
And, depositsin such accounts
with transactions touching
Rs151lakh or moreina financial
year totalled Rs4.881akh crore,
recordsinvestigated by TheIn-
dian Express show.

So much so that in its final
report submitted late last year,

the I-T Department said the
probe’s findings point to a “sys-
temic failure”, warning that the
unlinked accounts, with their
substantial transaction vol-
umes, present “astaggering po-
tential avenue for tax evasion”.
Most accounts under the I-

T scanner were Savings Bank
accounts, opened merely by
filling Form 60, a “declaration
form” used by people without
PAN cards. Probe found non-
PAN-linked accountsincluded:
® 32,498 Government-linked
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

¢ Crunchingnumbers

34.88lakh crore

Deposits in accounts not linked to
PAN with transactions of
Rs 15 lakh+in a financial year

Accounts not linked to PAN

Govt-associated Private
32,98 [l 1.25lakh |

10,464: Private accounts with
credits of ¥50 lakh ormoreina
financial year

e CM HIMANTA SEEKS CENTRAL RELIEF AND REHABILITATION PACKAGE

‘Not even our grandfathers saw this’: Upper
Assamreels as floods wash away villages

Swati Mishra & Rajat Sain
Nepalikhuti (Sivasagar),
July 30

“THE 19TH is cursed for
Assam,” sighs cab driver Sumu
on the way from Dibrugarh to
Sivasagar. “Zubeen Da (singer
Zubeen Garg) left us on the
19th... and then, on the 19th,
came this flood that swept
everything away.”

In Lower Assam, flooding is
practically a season. It arrives
every year, sometimes forgiv-
ing, sometimes merciless. But

— - N

In Nepalikhuti village in Assam’s Sivasagar district. RAJAT SAIN

e Worst-hitdistricts

Charaideo ——
‘r
A3SAM * 'élivasagar
Guwahati Jorhat
- Golaghat

Upper Assam doesn’t know that
rhythm. So, when heavy rains
in the Naga Hills broke over the
region on July 19, it caught
everyone completely off guard.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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court, however, said it was open
to examining specific allega-
tions of misuse on a case-by-
case basis.

Thebench, led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant, was
hearing petitions — filed by
Yashovardhan Azad, former In-
telligence Bureau Special Di-
rector and Central Information
Commissioner, and two per-

sons who allegedly sustained
pellet gun injuries during the
recent student protests in the
Capital — seeking a ban on the
use of pellet gunswhen dealing
with civilian crowds.

The bench, which included
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, also directed the
Centre to preserve the am-
munition log of the Rapid Ac-
tion Force (RAF) personnel de-
ployed during the protest
march to Parliament on July
20. The court issued notices to

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Delhi govt: No action on
NEET protesters, except
those with criminal past

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 30

AFTER FOUR BJP-ruled states
— Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Assam and Bihar — began
withdrawing cases against
NEET-UG protesters following
the Cockroach Janta Party’s
threat of a fresh stir, Delhi fol-
lowed suit on Thursday.

In an order issued by the
Home Department, the govern-

ment approved the withdrawal
of13FIRs registered in connec-
tion with the CJP-led protests,
stating that no action will be
taken against those who par-
ticipated. However, this won’t
include those with criminal
antecedents.

“As of 6 pm on 29.07.2026, a
total of 13 cases were registered
by Delhi Police in connection
with the protestsrelatingtothe

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Fudged records to pay
party faithful: CAG tlags
gapsin Amphan cyclone
reliefunder TMC govt

16 districts in West Bengal were affected by Amphan. express FILE

Raises questions over classification of
‘damaged houses’, grants to those rejected

AtriMitra
Kolkata, July 30

THE USE of identical photo-
graphs for multiple claims, in-
correct classification of dam-
aged houses, duplicate
transactions worth Rs 18.07
crore, and grants sanctioned on
the recommendations of local
political leaders. These are
some of the irregularities that
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) hasflagged inits
report onrelief distribution and
restoration work in West Ben-
gal following Cyclone Amphan
in 2020. The CAG has noted

| that the Trinamool Congress

(TMC) government's estimates
of damage were “not supported
by proper evidence”.

The auditor analysed 31,457
photographs and found thatin
3,126 cases identical photo-
graphs were uploaded against
the names of multiple benefici-
aries.

This suggested that undue
house-building grants might
have been extended, though
the exact amount could not be
quantified because the photo-
graphswere not linked tobene-
ficiary forms, the CAG said.
Using a data analytics tool to
parse through the records of

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Singh said: “There was alsomen-
tion of the so-called brutality un-
leashed on the children. Itis not
so. Therehasnotbeen any casu-
alty reported”.

Initiating the discussion in
the afternoon, Leader of Opposi-
tion Mallikarjun Kharge de-
manded Shah’s resignation.
"Paper churane wale bachte
rahe, mehnat karne wale pit te
rahe. Yeh kaisa nyay (Those be-
hind paper leaks kept escaping,
those whoworked hard kept get-
tingbeaten up. What kind of jus-
ticeisthis)," hesaid, alleging that
the government had ignored de-
mands for a strong law against
paper leaks in 2024.

Singh, whomoved theBillin
the House, said the amend-
ments reflect the government's
willingness to "learn from ex-
perience" after theimplementa-
tion of the 2024 law.

However, Kharge said the
amendments merely enhanced
penalties and created new en-
forcement mechanismswithout
addressingthe root causes of re-
curring paper leaks.

CAG

19.381akh beneficiariesin six dis-
tricts, the CAG also found that
house-building grants were
credited more than once —in
some cases up to nine times —
into the bank accounts of 9,226
beneficiaries through 18,891
transactions. No mechanism
existed to prevent duplicate pay-
ments, the report noted.
Thereport also confirms The
Indian Express’s report at the
time onlocal leaders with tiesto
political parties benefiting from
reliefdisbursal. The CAG found
thatthe districts of North 24 Par-
ganas and South 24 Parganas

CEC

constitutional trust reposed in
elected institutions. He said that
ifthe PMwasnottobetrustedin
the discharge of his constitu-
tional duties, should he be asked
to consult “outsiders, including
a former judge of this Hon’ble
Court,” while selecting his Cabi-
net members too.

“Now, we are not dealing
with a case of appointment of a
minister as such. We find the
minister is already there. Now,
it’s time for the PM to select one
of his Cabinet members. It be-
comes 2:1, two on the side of the
Cabinet, one on the side of the
Opposition,” Justice Datta said.

Mehta urged the court to
refer the mattertoaConstitution
Bench, saying it involves ques-
tions of constitutional impor-
tance. “Thisneedsexamination
by alarger bench, why indepen-
dence is being talked about of
only one office, and why only
one organ can be trusted and
others cannotbe,” he said.

The bench reserved its deci-
sion on this request.

Amid repeated interruptions
by the treasury benches during
his hour-long interjection,
Kharge questioned the use of
force against students and
sought accountability for the po-
liceaction. "Who authorised the
use of lathicharges, tear gas and
pellet guns on students? Who
were the people in plainclothes
beating up students? Under
whose orders do the RAF and
CRPF operate? The country
wants answers. If the Home
Minister cannot answer, he
should resign," he said.

"This government wants to
protect Home Minister Amit
Shah, but it will not be able to
protect him forlong," he added.

Kharge claimed that over100
students were injured and sev-
eral were hospitalised duringthe
protest last week. "Many stu-
dents are admitted to hospitals
in critical condition. Many
children have suffered pellet
gun injuries on their bodies and
eyes. Several students are hospi-
talised; some havelost their eye-
sight, while many have suffered
broken limbs. Home Minister
Amit Shah is responsible for
this," he said.

Amid sloganeering from the

withdrew Rs1,383.23 crore out of
the total house-buildinggrant of
Rs1,948.51 crore —nearly 71% —
from the treasury and parked it
in commercial bank accounts,
before making DBTs. This was
“highly irregular” under the
West Bengal Treasury Rules, the
auditor noted. These grantswere
often sanctioned based on the
recommendations of local
leaderswithout mandatory field
inspections and the reports of
local inquiry committees were
ignored, the auditor said.
Forinstance, in South 24 Par-
ganas, Rs 22.84 crore was dis-
bursed in the Magrahat-I block
and Maheshtala Municipality
based on single-page applica-
tions that did not have Aadhaar

“Is it not the PM’s choice of
minister in this committee... he
may appoint thehome minister,
animal husbandry minister or
fisheries minister or minister
without portfolio... the moment
Your Lordship says because
there is two versus one, Your
Lordships are expressing a po-
tentiallack of faith,” Mehta said.

“..Notlackoffaith... Election
Commissionerhastobeaninde-
pendent person. Who is select-
inghim?We find that yes,acom-
mittee framed under a law
under Article 324 is selecting
him. Butshould that committee
not consist of persons... should
therebe noshow of fairness? We
are not saying that no fairnessis
being achieved by this commit-
tee.Justlikejusticeisnotonlyto
be done, it hastobe showntobe
done, we are on that second
part,” Justice Datta said.

Mehta said a “five-judge be-
nch of this court in Manoj
Narula vs Union of India has
stressed the importance of the
constitutional trust which isre-
posed in the PM to choose and
appoint the right person as a
minister and therefore... havea
directbearingon prejudicial ar-

treasury benches, Opposition
MPs sought an apology from
Union Minister Giriraj Singh as
he alleged foreign funding dur-
ing protests.

“What the government is
doing today, we had suggested
backin2024,but atthattimethe
government did not listen tous.
Back then, the Lok Sabha elec-
tionswere approaching, and the
government wanted to play
politicswhile Rahul Gandhiwas
raising questions about paper
leaks during the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra," Kharge said.

The Congress president also
accused the Centre of weaken-
ing academic freedom and pro-
moting ideological appoint-
ments in higher educational
institutions. He said educational
institutions were being filled
with people affiliated to the RSS.

Earlier in the day, as the
Housewasinformed that the Bill
would be taken up for consider-
ation, Congress MP Pramod Ti-
wari, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, said they wanted Shah
toissueastatementonthepolice
crackdown on protesters.

While Opposition members
raised slogans of "Amit Shah
sadan mai aao (come to the

or voter ID details, bank pass-
books, inspection reports, or
photos of damaged houses.

Among other things, the
audit questioned the classifica-
tion of damaged houses. “It is
evident that either many par-
tially damaged houses were in-
cluded in the category of fully
damaged houses during assess-
ment or these households were
included later for reasons not on
record,” the report said. It
flagged Purulia as an anomaly,
noting that although the west-
ern district was not among the
worst affected, all damaged
homesthere were categorised as
“fully damaged”.

The audit also identified
doubtful transactions worth

guments raised about the com-
position of the committee in
question.” “It is not a question
of appointment of a minister...
who should be in his Cabinet is
only PM’s prerogative. Now,
that prerogative has been exer-
cised, somebody is there in the
Cabinet. Now you go a step
further... You have 25 Cabinet
ministers, and the PM is con-
ferred the authority to select 1
among these 25,” Justice Datta
said.

“Thelawlaid down in Manoj
Narula is that the office of the
PM has a sanctity attached... It
is not on him selecting the
home minister as part of his
committee... I am saying if his
decision is not to be trusted...
then why not have that, even
while selecting his Cabinet, he
must consult some former
judge or some outsider,” Mehta
responded. He said his point
was that “whether one organ of
the state would have lack of
faith in the decision” of the PM-
led panel, as such lack of faith
“would necessarily be based on
the fact that the PM and the
other minister would... not act
intheinterest of democracy,...”

Don’t elect those facilitating
illegal arms licences: Yogi jibe

at Ghazipur MP in home turf |

Express News Service
Lucknow, July 30

IN A veiled jibe at slain gang-
ster-turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari and his MP brother
Afzal Ansari in their home dis-
trict Ghazipur, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
appealed to people toelect pub-
lic representatives who fight for
their cause and not those who
facilitate illegal arms licences.

Addressing a gathering after
inaugurating and laying the
foundation stones for 268 de-
velopment projects worth Rs
692 crore in Ghazipur, the CM
said, “We do not need public
representatives who forge arms
licences and use them to com-
mit dacoities and encroach on
people's homes. Our govern-
ment has consigned the mafia
to dust. Now, when the son of a
low-income family organises a
Ramlila, no one dares to bran-
dish weapons and incite riots
because they know that anyone
who does so will be buried
under the soil.”

His remarks come in the
wake of Ghazipur police filing
five FIRs against Mukhtar An-
sari's family members, including
his wife Afshan Ansari and
brother and MP Afzal Ansari,on
charges of procuring arms

Ly,

CM Yogi Adityanath during a programme on Thursday. ani

licences on forged documents.
Afzal is the local Samajwadi
Party MP. “A district that once
was home to the ashram of Pau-
hari Baba and a centre associ-
ated with Lord Parashuram
and Maharishi Jamadagni
should not become a breeding
ground for the mafia. These
mafia belongs to no one. They
exploit the poor, intimidate
traders and compromise the
safety of daughters,” he added.

Adityanath said former MLA
Krishnanand Rai fought against
the mafia whounder the protec-
tion of the then government
brutally and mercilessly mur-
dered him and seven youths.
“Despite all the evidence, the
mafiacontinued toenjoy politi-

cal protection. But now the
mafia can no longer receive
such protection. The downfall
ofthose whotryto protectthem
is certain,” he asserted.

The Ansari family belongs
to the Mohammadabad area of
Ghazipur district.

Targeting the Samajwadi
Party, the CM said, “They di-
vide society and honour a for-
eign invader like Salar Masud
Ghazi. They used to bow before
dreaded mafias who bran-
dished weapons and even went
totheir graves to offer tributes.”

The Chie Minister also re-
called Brigadier Abdul Hamid,
other brave soldiers and litter-
ateurs who hailed from
Ghazipur.
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House)", Union Minister J P
Nadda said: “I'want to tell the
House that the Opposition’s
stance has been negative since
this session began. They only
want to interrupt; they want to
shift goalposts.”

The Opposition staged a
walkout before the House recon-
vened in the afternoon.

Duringthediscussiononthe
Bill, several Opposition MPs
raised the demand to do away
with NEET altogethet, returning
to adecentralised system.

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva asked
how one exam system could
work in a diverse country like
India. He said through NEET,
the “criteriatobecome amedical
student ismoney.”

SP MP Ram Gopal Yadav, too,
demanded that the exam be
handed back to the states.
CPI(M) MP John Brittasand RJD
MP Manoj Kumar Jha called for
the NTA to be abolished.

Meanwhile, defendingShah,
BJP MP Brij Lal, who is a retired
Uttar Pradesh DGP, said:
“Whenever there is a law and
order situation, the magistrate
decides, along with police of-
ficers, on the use of force.”

around Rs 5 crore. Using the au-
diting software, the CAG found
that Rs 93.95 lakh was paid to
1,576 beneficiarieswhose claims
had already been rejected.

Sixteen of West Bengal’s 23
districts were affected in Am-
phan. The government, in a
memorandum submitted in
June 2020, estimated lossesatRs
1.02 lakh crore and sought Rs
35,018 crore NDRF assistance.

IMCT, in its September 2020
report, recommended relief of
Rs 2,500.29 crore. After deliber-
ations of National Executive
Committee, relief of Rs 2,707.77
crore was approved. MHA re-
leased Rs 2,250.28 crore from
NDREF after adjusting available
SDRF balance.

Eckey

Theyadded that the decision
was based on “recommenda-
tions and detailed consulta-
tions” with the players and sup-
port staff.

However, The Indian Ex-
press spoke to five members
across the men’s and women’s
teams, and each denied being
part of the process. “I wasn’t
asked or consulted. Itisnot true,”
said one of the members, who
requested anonymity. All five
said they did not speak for the
entire group, but their response
suggests that consultations, if
any, were not unanimous.

This newspaper has also
learnt that some of Hockey In-
dia’s top officials, including
members of the executive com-
mittee, were not informed or
consulted about the move. “I
was not aware of the change in
jersey colour norwasIpartofan
official meeting where this was
discussed,” an executive com-
mittee member told this paper.

Hockey India secretary gen-
eral Bhola Nath Singh and presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey could not be
reached for comment.

Hockey India declined to
comment when asked specifi-
cally who made the call to
change thejersey coloutr.

But the decision drew back-
lash, including from former

Bengal eyes
tea-led industrial
growthin
northernregion

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 30

THE WEST Bengal govern-
ment on Thursday held a high-
level meeting with industry
leaders to chart a roadmap for
growth in the northern dis-
tricts, with a special focus on
strengthening the tea sector
through global branding, pro-
motingteatourism and attract-
ing fresh investments to there-
gion, a senior official said.

The meeting, held at state
secretariat Nabanna, was at-
tended by Finance Minister
Swapan Dasgupta, Tourism
Minister Shankar Ghosh and
around 40 industrialists. They
discussed long-term strategies
to position north Bengal as a
globally recognised tea destina-
tion while expanding invest-
ment in other sectors, he said.

Addressing reporters after
the meeting, Ghosh said the ob-
jective was to create a competi-
tive investment climate.

"Our goalisto create an eco-
system that encourages invest-
ment through financial incen-
tives and policy support.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

El lakh accounts had no PAN

accounts with credits of Rs
4,68,508 crore, including ac-
countsof Self Help Group (SHG)
and Cluster Level Federation
(CLF) members.

@1.25 lakh private accounts
with total credits of Rs 36,789
crore.

010,464 private accounts
with credits of Rs 501akh or more
inafinancial year -- of these, 566
belonged to 510 individualswith
PAN cardsbut these details were
not furnished to the Bank while
opening the accounts.

Asked about the probe, J&K
Bank told The Indian Express
(see page 2) that it subsequently
called for a “supervisory meet-
ing”with the RBI and submitted
a “comprehensive compliance”
report. It said PAN linking has
now been made mandatory for
a majority of categories of ac-
counts, including current ac-
counts.

The probe began with the Sri-
nagar-based bank handing over
a data dump to Income Tax
authorities, during the 2024 As-
sembly elections, and later
widened into a full-fledged
“open inquiry” with the per-
mission of the Reserve Bank of
India.

A key finding: “account
holders were setting up multifar-
iousbankaccountsinthe names
ofindividuals and entities with-
outany PAN linked with them”;
“large transactions were made
through the bank which were
not recorded or highlighted to
the Income Tax Department”.

Inall, 68 such bankaccounts,
opened between 2004 and 2013,
were traced, several of them be-
longing to textile companies lo-
cated in the valley. Substantial
transactions were carried outin
these unlinked accounts with-
outbeingreported totheI-T De-
partment, the probe report
states.

Once the scope of the probe
was widened, the J&K Bank ad-
mitted it had not flagged the

players. “Iamnotinspired when
I1ook at this jersey,” Vasudevan
Baskaran, who was India’s cap-
tain when the team won the gold
medal at the 1980 Olympics, told
TheIndian Express.

“Since1928, greatIndian pla-
yers have worn the blue shirt.
Suddenly, what is the reason for
this change? Is it Government’s
decision or Hockey India’s? If it
isHockeyIndia’s, then they sho-
uld have consulted former and
current players first,” he said.

Baskaran wondered if
Hockey India had taken the
Government’s permission be-
fore “such asignificant change”.

“Recently, we saw the All
India Football Federation,
which isheaded by a politician,
try and change the name to
Football Federation of Bharat.
Itis a tamasha, I am hurt,” he
said.

Hockey India said in a state-
ment: “It was observed that the
blue playing uniform tended to
blend/ merge with the blue syn-
thetic playing surface, whichis
now the standard colour of in-
ternational hockey pitches.
This visual similarity affected
on-field clarity and visibility for
the players.”

Itsaid: “Inlight of the above,
the coaches and players sug-
gested alternative colours such
as yellow or saffron. After care-
ful consideration, saffron was
finalised. Apart from address-
ing the technical requirement,

Delhi FIRs

alleged irregularities in the
NEET (UG) examination... No
adverse legal action will be
taken by... police authorities
within the national capital
against those persons who have
been involved in these pro-
tests,” read the note under-
signed by Principal Secretary
(Home) Santosh D Vaidya.

The protection, however,
will not extend to persons with
criminal antecedents, as man-
dated in the Supreme Court
order, it added.

In astatement, Delhi Home
Minister, Ashish Sood, said:
“The department... has clari-
fied that students who partici-
pated peacefully in the protest
have no reason for concern or
fear. The government fully re-
spects the democratic right to
peaceful expression, but no
leniency will be shown towards
those who disrupt law and
order or engage in violent activ-
ities.”

“This relief,” he said, “will
notapply toindividualswhoal-
ready have criminal cases reg-
istered against them or those
who indulged in violence, van-
dalism, or any other unlawful
activities under the guise of the
protest. Such persons will face
action.”

Strengthened framework: J&K Bank

Responding to queries from
The Indian Express on the I-T
probe, J&K Bank’s Group
Compliance Officersaid: “The
matter arose fromadatadump
submitted during an exercise
undertaken during the elec-
tion process, following which
theinformation wasexamined
by the Income Tax Depart-
ment and was subsequently
subjected to RBI and govern-
mental scrutiny.

“The bank has compre-
hensively addressed the obser-
vations by strengthening its
PAN/KYC and AML (anti
money laundering)/CFT
(Counter Financing of Terror-
ism) framework. While accept-
ance of Form 60isalegally per-
mitted mechanism under the
Income-tax rules for eligible
customers, the Bank has sig-
nificantly enhanced monitor-
ingby mandating PAN for cer-
tain identified categories of
accounts, automating thresh-
old-based surveillance and en-
suring STR (Suspicious Trans-
action Reports) reporting,
wherever warranted, in full
compliance with RBI, and
statutory guidelines.

“The RBI reviewed the
matter during a supervisory
meeting with the Bank's senior
management and advised
further strengthening of the
existing framework. The Bank
promptly implemented the
required enhancements, rein-
forceditsinternal controlsand
submitted a comprehensive

compliance report to the RBI.

“The Bank has strength-
ened its PAN compliance
framework through technol-
ogy-driven controls, making
PAN mandatory for identified
categories of accounts and by
automatingthe monitoring of
existingaccounts crossing pre-
scribed thresholds. The Bank
hasinstituted amechanism of
periodic quarterly review by
the Chief Data Officer to en-
sure availability of PAN details
in respect of accounts where
PAN has been made manda-
tory, whichis placed before the
Audit Committee of the Board.

“TheBank'spolicyistoen-
sure regulatory compliance
while protecting customer in-
terests. Accordingly, rather
than closing accounts, cus-
tomersare provided adequate
opportunity to submit PAN.
Where PAN is not furnished
despite duenotice, debit oper-
ations are restricted till sub-
mission and validation of PAN.

“The revised framework
provides for continuous sys-
tem-based monitoring, auto-
maticidentification of thresh-
old-triggered accounts,
time-bound PAN compliance
through customer notifica-
tions, and regulatory restric-
tions only in cases of con-
tinued non-compliance, with
immediate restoration upon
PAN validation. The exercise
has further strengthened the
Bank’s governance and com-
pliance framework.”

problem of large transactions on
unlinked accounts opened only
through Form 60, and thatitwas
charging 20% TDS on interest
for these unlinked accounts,
against 10% for PAN-linked ac-
count holders.

The probe found that un-

saffron also holds deep signifi-
cance as one of the colours of
our National Flag, symbolising
courage, sacrifice and national
pride.”

Blue has remained a colour
entrenched in Indian sport for
decades. The hockey team has
worn the colour in successive
Olympic and World Cup cam-
paigns, with one exception in
2014, when it wore yellow be-
cause of a sponsor commit-
ment.

Congress MP Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra criticised the change.
“Whether they change uni-
forms or try to rewrite history
through education policy, no
matter what they do... You have
seen what the youth of our
country think about this,” she
told reporters on Thursday.

Odisha ex-CM Naveen Pat-
naik slammed the decision. He
said the “step was taken under
pressure from BJP Govern-
ment in Odisha.” “Those in
authority may deny it, but the
factisthat for thelast two years,
everybody in Odisha has seen
the obsession of this govern-
ment with changing colours of
buildings, buses and even
bridges... now the same govern-
ment has changed the colours
of our national team.” Hockey
India declined to comment on
whether the orange kit will also
be worn at the Asian Games
where the rest of the Indian
contingent will be in blue.

Assam

The official death toll in the
flood-ravaged state this year
stands at 78. At its height, the
number of people affected by
these floods was over 71akh, but
as the floodwaters gradually re-
ceded, itcamedowntoaround 3
lakh. Thousands have been dis-
placed — at its peak, over 1.15
lakh were taking shelter in relief
camps, which has now come
down t016,556.

For his part, Assam CM Him-
anta Biswa Sarma has sought a
Central relief and rehabilitation
package after the Inter-Minister-
ial Central Team concluded its
four-day assessment of the
flood-hit districts Wednesday.
“Our Double Engine Govt will
mitigate sufferings of our
people,” Sarma said on X.

In Nepalikhuti village in Si-
vasagar’s Nazira block, right
along the Assam-Nagaland
border, Hari Sarmastandsunder
a banyan tree some 200 metres
from the Dikhow River, knee-
deep in mud and wearing no-
thing but a pair of shorts. He’s
lost everything: his tin-roofed
house, his clothes, furniture,
documents and 15 of his cattle.

“Over 1,200 cows and calves
were swept away in an instant
acrossthevillage,” Sarma, aresi-
dent of Nepalikhuti, in the rev-

Kolkata

linked accounts had also been
opened for availing Government
schemes, including J&K Bank
Bima Bachat Khata, Prime Min-
ister's Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP), National
Urban Livelihood Mission
(NULM), Subsidy Reserve Fund

Pellet gun

the Centre, Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) and RAF.
“Prayers (in the petitions) are not
touse pellet guns. In exceptional
cases, police regulations permit
the use of pellet guns. If you are
interested in phasing out pellet
guns, you will have to challenge
thatvery provision as ultra vires
toArticle21,” Justice Bagchi said.
The petitioners sought the
decommissioning of wholly or
partly metallic kinetic projec-
tiles, including pellets fired from
pump-action rifles or projectile
action guns, for crowd dispersal
by law enforcement agencies
during civilian assemblies.
They argued that although
these gunsare described as “less
lethal” or “non-lethal” alternat-
ives to firearms, firing them at
close range could cause fatal or
severe injuries. Appearing for
the petitioners, Advocate Vrinda
Grover said a document of the
BPRD, which prescribesthe SOP
for crowd control, does not in-
clude the use of pellet guns.
Justice Bagchi, however, said
the document “is a proposal”.
The judge said the graded re-
sponse starts with a declaration
of acrowd asan unlawful assem-
bly, an announcement for dis-
persal, and then the application
of appropriate force. “One of tho-
se graded approaches includes

enue village Garhmurmiri, tells
The Indian Express. He looks
down at his shorts. “Thisis all
haveleft.”

With the IMD issuing an Or-
ange Alert across parts of the
Northeast for next three days,
residentsare an anxiouslot. “Not
even our grandfathers have wit-
nessed aflood this catastrophic,”
oneresident of Nepalikhuti says.

Nepalikhuti, on the banks of
the Dikhow River, which flows
from Nagaland into Assam be-
fore joining Brahmaputra near
Dikhowmukh, bears witness to
the devastation of the floods. On
July 19, the river that wasits life-
line engulfed this village of at
least 500, sweeping into homes,
breakingdown walls and tearing
through lives, its surging current
taking away everything — clot-
hes, beds, utensils, and cattle.

Residents, many of whom
are dairy farmers, say they had
little time to think. Many
scrambled to rooftops, but even
those were swept away.

That’s how Krishna Karma-
kar died. “He scrambled to the
rooftop, but water reached that
height too,” says his cousin Kiran
Karmakar. “He was trying to
save hissonbut got sweptaway.”

Several are still missing. But
it was when the water receded
that the village confronted its
biggest challenge: accounting
for what it had lost and picking

up the pieces.
N |

Account (SRFA) and J&K's Spur-
ring Entrepreneurship Initiative
scheme.

For instance, cumulative
credits of Rs 1.55 crore were re-
corded in SBNCCs (Savings Ac-
counts for NCC Cadets), the
probe found.

The probe also analysed the
top 30 non-PAN linked private
accounts for which PAN
numbers were traced by the I-T
Department, comparing them
withdeclarationsinIncome Tax
Returns (ITRs). In 11 cases, in-
cluding owners of cement stores,
gas stations, fabric stores and a
hospital, it found credits in the
J&K Banktobe higher than what
had been declared in ITRs.

Aglaringexample was that of
an account-holder with credits
of Rs 4.05 crore in a non-PAN
linked accountin2023-24, buta
gross income of Rs 3.22 lakh
shown in the ITR for that year.
Therewasalsoaninfrastructure
company that deposited Rs57.88
croreinits J&kK Bankaccountin
the same year but showed gross
receipts of only Rs 38.49 crorein
itsITR.

The I-T Department noted
that “such a practice helps the
assessee conceal his/ her assets
from the Income Tax scanner as
no PAN has been linked to such
accountsand itissuspected that
this is causing huge loss of rev-
enue to the exchequer. This tax
evasion tactic has been possible
only because such Non PAN
linked accounts were allowed to
be opened by the J&K Bank”.

The I-T Department recom-
mended that if a specified
threshold of quantum of de-
posits in a non-PAN account is
breached, Suspicious Transac-
tion Reports (STRs) should be
filed with the Department and
findings shared with the RBI.
These and other recommenda-
tions, it noted, will promote
greater accountability and trans-
parency, aswell as “enforcement
oftax compliance, prevention of
money laundering & terror fi-
nancingand ensuring theinteg-
rity and stability of the financial
stability of India”.

the use of pellet guns,” he said.

Grover argued that the cho-
ice of weapon and level of force
would have to be based on the
“principles of reasonableness,
necessity and proportionality”.
Justice Bagchireiterated that the
prayer for decommissioning of
pellet guns was “vague”, saying
that the rule permitting it would
have to be declared ultra vires
first. “Here, we are not averse to
examiningtheuseof pelletsina
particular incident. But when
you say that at no stage metallic
pellet can be used, you must
demonstrate before us that this
is (not) a permissive use as per
the extant rules governing a
graded response to force,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

“Secondly, this graded re-
sponse to force must clearly re-
move the use of pellets, when
graded response... may permit
even the use of bullets in ex-
treme cases,” he said, adding,
“(allowing) the use of bulletsand
nouseofpelletscannotbe onthe
same plane.” The CJI said the
petitioners could seek a court
order for framing a protocol. Jus-
tice Bagchi said the petitioners
must indicate any provision in
Delhi, or elsewhere, to establish
“thatthe use of pelletsappearsto
be arbitrary, unreasonable and
inappropriate... thatit must first
be rubber pellets and then only
metallic pellets.” SC asked peti-
tionerstochallenge any relevant
standing orders.

Asuffocatingblanket of mud
and debris covers the village,
and a heavy stench of decay
hangs in the air. Roads and
houses are coated with quick-
sand-like sludge. “No one knows
what lies beneath the mud
around them: decayinglivestock
or human remains,” says Hari
Sarma, gesturing towards a
mound of sludge.

For many, their entire exist-
ence has shrunk into one ex-
hausting, hopeless battle: dig-
ging mud out of their homes,
bucket by bucket.

That’s what Anupal Baruah
and his family are now doing.
Baruah has two houses by the
mainroad: anold onewherethe
family lives, and a new one, fin-
ished only a month ago.

Both houses have now
turned to sludge. In the new
house —a long-cherished
family dream — two feet of
heavy mud now coats the floor,
and high up on the wall, a dark
water stain marks the place
where the river peaked at six-
and-a-half feet.

Assam government has an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 9
lakh for kin of those who have
died in the floods; and an in-
terim amount of Rs 15,000 for
families severely affected inthe
four worst-hit districts of Siva-
sagar, Charaideo, Jorhat and
Golaghat. WITH INPUTS FROM
SUKRITABARUAH
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ARRESTED ACCUSED LINKED TO ABSCONDING STONE TRADER

Birbhum cash seizure climbs to
Rs 28.5cr:1held after 48-hr raids

Robbery probeled
toarrestof seven
whose interrogation

led to the operation

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 30

POLICE ON Thursday arrested
the brother-in-law of abscond-
ing stone trader Tullu Mondal,
following a48-hourraid during
which they seized Rs 28.5 crore
in cash and 15 kg of gold from
his residence in Birbhum dis-
trict, officials said.

Police loaded six trunks
with cash and gold, along with
two confiscated cupboardsina
utility transport vehicle after
the intensive search and ar-
rested Muhammad Minar
Mondal, a relative of Muham-
mad Najibuddin alias Tulu
Mandal, a prominent local
businessman, said to be closely
associated with senior Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) leader

Police also recovered 15 kg gold during the raids. Express

Anubrata Mondal.

“The Birbhum police re-
ceived information about a
huge amount of illegally
amassed cash and gold belong-
ing to an organised syndicate
led by Muhammad Najibud-
din,” Superintendent of Police
Vidit Raj Bhundesh said.

“During the search at the

house of Muhammad Minar
Mondal, the police recovered
approximately Rs 28.5 crore in
cash and 15 kg of gold bars.
Necessary legal formalities are
underway along with the regis-
tration of an FIR,” Bhundesh
further added.

Accordingto police sources,
Bhundesh said that during pre-

Stast-track courts for trial of paper
leak cases in Kolkata, Port Blair

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 30

THE CALCUTTA High Court
on Wednesday designated three
fast-track courtsin Kolkataand
two in the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands for question paper
leak cases. They must complete
trials in cases registered under
the Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Act
2024 and deliver verdicts
within three months of charge-
sheets being filed.

The development comes
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s announcement last
week that fast-track courts
would be set up to try exam

malpractice cases, following the
NEET paper leak controversy
and student protests that culmi-
nated in Dharmendra Prad-
han’sresignation as Union edu-
cation minister.

Bench 1 of the Calcutta City
Sessions Court hasjurisdiction
over cases investigated by state
government agencies across
West Bengal. Court No. 2 of the
special CBI court within the
City Sessions Court will func-
tion as a fast-track court for
such casesin the state.

The third fast-track court for
exam malpractice cases in the
stateis the court of the First Ad-
ditional Chief Judicial Magis-
trate (ACJM) in Kolkata.

The court of the Additional
District and Sessions Judge and
the court of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate—both in Port
Blair—will hold fast-track trials
in exam malpractice cases reg-
istered in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The islands
fall under the Calcutta High
Court’sjurisdiction.

The high court notification
specifies that any appeal or
revision petition against a fast-
track magistrate court’s order
must be made to the corre-
sponding fast-track sessions
courts. These designated courts
will operate independently and
have nolink to the 88 other fast-
track courts active in the state.
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liminary questioning, Minar
Mondal confessed that the
money and gold belonged to
TuluMandal’sillegal organised
syndicate.

The operation stemmed
from a breakthrough in a rob-
bery investigation. On Tuesday,
Mohammad Bazar police ar-
rested seven suspects: Arjun
Lohar, Sheikh Giyasuddin,
Sheikh Farjuddin, Pulok Saha,
Sheikh Firoz Ahmed, Abhinav
Bhatsa, and Rabi Kumar Gupta.

After a court remanded
them to two days of police cus-
tody Wednesday, investigators
questioned the accused, whose
disclosures led police to Minar
Mondal's residence in Deucha
late Tuesday.

Mondal was formally taken
into custody from his house on
Thursday morning and will be
produced before a courtlaterin
the day.

When reporters questioned
Minarwhile beingescortedtoa
police vehicle, he declined to
comment. Hisson, meanwhile,
claimed he was unaware of the

cash allegedly hidden inside
their family home.

Addressing the media on
Wednesday, Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari had issued a
stern warning against systemic
corruption and targeted the
previous administration.

“Our government will
maintain a zero-tolerance pol-
icy against corruptindividuals.
No one involved in corruption
will be spared. Anyone who has
amassed wealth through
wrongdoing, looting public as-
sets, or colluding with the then-
ruling political party will face
the full weight of the law,” Ad-
hikari said.

Tullu had figured in the CBI
probe into the multi-crore
cattle smuggling case.

In August 2022, the agency
searched several of his proper-
ties, office and godown in the
Mohammad Bazar area of the
district.

The Enforcement Director-
ate later summoned him to
Delhi for questioning in No-
vember that year.

No coercive action against
Abhishek till Aug 6: HC

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 30

IN A major relief for TMC MP
Abhishek Banerjee, the Cal-
cutta High Court Thursday di-
rected police not to take any co-
ercive action against him till
the next hearing of his plea
seeking the cancellation of
multiple FIRs registered
against him after Assembly
elections.

Presiding over the matter,
Justice Saugata Bhattacharyya
asked the police not to take any
steps against Banerjee in con-
nection with the criminal pros-
ecutions at the Bhabanipur po-
lice station (May 27), Kalitala
police station (June1),and Bish-
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nupur police station (June 16).

The court further instructed
the state to submit a complete
list of all registered FIRs con-
taining specific details against
the petitioner. The matter has
been posted for further hearing
on August 6.

Banerjee's counsel Senior
Advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayananalso requested protec-
tion against any future FIRs
arising out of the same pattern.
The bench declined to grant
blanket protection for future
cases, observing that if addi-
tional FIRs are to be included,
appropriate supplementary
pleadings mustbe filed and the
respective complainants im-
pleaded.

397 kg ganja seized, 54 held in 90
days: Thailand, Vietnam routes
under scanner at Kolkata airport

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 30

IN THE first quarter of the
2026-27 financial year alone, 54
people—53 Indian nationals
and 1 foreign national—were
arrested at the Kolkata airport
asauthorities cracked down on
massive ganja smuggling net-
works.

As per data available with
The Indian Express, from April
to June, the Air Intelligence
Unit (AIU) under the Office of
the Commissioner of Customs
(Airport and Air Cargo Com-
plex Commissionerate) regis-
tered 58 individual cases and
seized astaggering 396.745 kilo-
grams of ganja. This high-vol-
ume recovery points to an ag-
gressive, intelligence-led
enforcement drive aimed at
shutting down key interna-
tional drug transit routes oper-
ating through the region.

Investigation into these
smuggling operationsrevealed
that the vast majority of the in-
tercepted narcotics originated
in Thailand's capital, Bangkok,
with secondary streams arriv-
ing on international flights
from Phuket, also in Thailand,
Vietnam's capital Hanoi, and
Singapore.

As per officials, the quarter
saw a rapid, month-over-

Narcotics were found in checked-in luggage, hand baggage. express

month surge in both detections
and intercepts. The trend
began in April 2026 with 10
caseslogged, resultingin 10 ar-
rests of Indian nationals and
the recovery of 37,811 grams
(roughly 37.8 kg) of marijuana.
By May, operations acceler-
ated as cases more than
doubled to 23, yielding 168,175
grams (around 168.2 kg) of
seized contraband and leading
to 19 arrests, of which18 were
Indian nationals and 1 was a
foreign national.
Enforcement reached its
peak in June 2026 with 25 dis-
tinct cases registered, an inter-
ception of 190,759 grams
(nearly 190.8 kg) of ganja, and
the arrest of 25 Indian na-
tionals. Across all three
months, official preliminary fi-

nancial valuations remained
documented at zero pending
formal market assessments.

The illicit cargo was split
across both checked luggage
and hand baggage, officials
said. Smugglers used sophisti-
cated concealments to mask
the contraband during transit
and obscureit from standard X-
ray screening or physical Cus-
toms checks, they added.

"We have uncovered ganja
hidden inside commercial
chocolate packets and wrapped
sweet containers, built directly
intothe hollow inner side-walls
and lining of trolley bags,
packed in multi-layered plastic
and vacuum-sealed airtight
pouches, and layered between
ordinary personal belongings,"
said an official.

Health dept files police complaints over
inter-state ‘blood trafficking racket’

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, July 30

Thestate healthdepartment has
lodged complaints in multiple
police stations over allegations
ofillegal blood and plasma traf-
ficking, as it seeks to accelerate
investigations into an alleged
inter-state racket involving
blood banks.

Written complaints have
been filed by Swasthya Bhawan
at Sonarpur police station in
South 24 Parganas and at Bal-

hedge against inflation, thus helping you optimise asset allocation and manage downside risk during varying market cycles.

lygunge, Lake and Beniapukur
police stations under the Kol-
kata Police, according to health
department sources. Police
have begun preliminary steps
to probe the allegations.

A police officer said a re-
quest has been sent to Swas-
thya Bhawan seeking detailed
documents and information
related to the case.

“We have submitted a
written request to Swasthya
Bhawan asking for more de-
tailed information and docu-

cle,
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ments related to this incident.
Once we receive that data, it
will be possible to move the in-
vestigation forward more
swiftly and effectively,” the of-
ficer said.

According to preliminary
findings, investigators suspect
that some blood banks col-
lected blood without adhering
to government norms and pre-
scribed protocols. A portion of
the collected blood and plasma
was allegedly diverted and traf-
ficked to other states.
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RAPE, MURDER OF 11-YEAR-OLD GIRL

Baruipur case: HC seeks police

Petitioner says police should have
ensured adequate security measures
while reconstructing crime scene

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 30

THE CALCUTTA High Court
on Thursday sought a detailed
report from the District Super-
intendent of Police (DSP) Barui-
pur on the encounter of Prab-
hash Mondal, one of the
accused intherape and murder
of an 11-year-old girl in Barui-
pur earlier this month.

While hearing a Public In-
terest Litigation, the Division
Bench of Acting Chief Justice
Tapabrata Chakraborty and
Justice Partha Sarathi Chatter-
jee directed the police to place
onrecord areport in the form of
an affidavit explaining the cir-
cumstances which led to the
encounter and the steps taken
by the state authorities.

The next hearing for the
caseison August 18.

Senior Advocate Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya, repre-
senting the petitioner sub-
mitted, “The police had taken

Fuollow us an S CRaileayinda
Detals of the Tender Woticos of
5:.C Railway can be ssen on o
wabisin - wwe sor Indianralbews. gov.In

PUBISTT

Sr.DEEMVYHYB acting for and on
behall of The President of |ndia
mvites E-Tenders against folkowing
Tenders Closing date. 25-08-2026,
15:00, Bidders will be able to submit
their original! revised bids up 19

closing dake and fime only. Manual | |

offers are not aflowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored

%, SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Sl. Mo. 1, Description of work:
Tender MNo. 1A-OEW -26-27-
Sr.DEE-M-HYB: Hyderabad
Division: Replacament of LT OH
limes. with UG cables covering
sarvice baulldings / Colonies elc.. in
SLGD . MLY NLGD Jurnsdiction.,
Approx, Cost (¥): 3,42 5184500,
EMD (¥): 6.85,000.00, Completion
Period: 12 Months, Date of
_Ghusi!'lg: 25.08.2028

s1. Mﬁ'._z. I]ﬂscr'l'pt'lnn of work:

Tender Mo. 21-PA -26-27-5r.DEE-
M-HYB: Hyderabad Division: 5C-
DHNE Section:-Provision of COP at
A} KBNT for length of 256m on PF
Mo.1 and for a length of 160m for PF
Mo, 2/3. B) MENR for a length of
27am . on PF1 No.1 and for a length
of 250m on PF Mo, 283 - Electrical
arrangements, Approx. Cost [T):
2.30,62.377.00, EMD (¥):
4.61,300.00, Completion Period:
12 Moniths, Date of Closing:
25.08.2026

Sl. No. 3, Description of work:
Tender No, 22-05W -26-27-5r.DEE-
M-HYB: Hyderabad Division: 1) SC-
DHME Section: Provision of Water
Supply arrangemenizs 1o T Sidings,
Improvesmants to Service Bidg undear
the ADEN/ KRNT & KCG - Electrical
arrangerments (10 Locations Only) 2)
Impravemants o Orain, Leaky Boof,
Watar supply arrangements, Plinth
Protection works, Internal Service
Roads, Parking Sheds & Tollets for
Sarvice Buildings under Jurisdiction
of ADEN/KCG - Eleclrical
arrangemenls, Approx. Cost (T):
83,71,044.00, EMD (%): 1,67,400,00,
Completion Period: 12 Months,
Date of Closing: 25.08. 2025

Website particulars!

www.ireps.govin =~ 00
5r. Divisional Electrical Engineer/
Maintenance!/ Hyderabad

LUpE ghder Mo
AU Gon ol . itz

L l.'l:l

For and on behalf of The President
of India, the undersigned invites e-
lender for the following works up to
11:00 hrs on 20.08.2026.

PUBIS18

Sl. No. 1, e-Tender Mo.: COMST-
CAO-RSP-26-014, Name of the
work: Secundarabad Division:
Raichur-Wadi szection: Proposed
Construction of New ROB in lieu of
LC. Mo, 225 at Saidapur Station
vard, Approx. Tender Value (%):
44 98,46,053.17, EMD (¥):
89,98 900,00, Complation Period
{in Months): 18, Defect labllity
period (In Months): 48, Works
considered similar In mature
lowards Standard eligibility
criteria: B.Il {d) Any "Hailway/
Metro/ Road Bridge Work: having
steel composite / Bowstring girder
andfor PSC girder in supar
structure”.

Tenderers should paricipate through
g-landering anly and no manual
offers will be considared,

Tender conditions  other particulars
ara available in the Tendar
dacuments on IBEPS wabsile af
www.lreps.gov.in which can be
downlocaded, view modification, if
amy and can be participate through
the wabsite as mentionad.

Dy. Chief Engineer/Con/RSP/
Secunderabad

ABDS

the accused, Mondal, to the
crime scene in order to recon-
struct the incident after his ar-
rest. The police should have en-
sured adequate security
measures. If the security had
been proper, the accused would
not have been able to snatch
the revolver, as claimed by the
police, and thisincident would
not have occurred.”
Representing the state gov-
ernment, Additional Advocate
General Rajdeep Majumdar
submitted, “The prime accused
wastakento the crime scene on
the night of July 7 for recon-
struction. It was then that Mon-
dal suddenly snatched a police
revolver and opened fire as he
tried to escape. He was subse-
quently injured in retaliatory
firing by the police. Mondal was
then rushed to a local hospital
where he was declared dead.”
The AAG further submitted,
“The police have registered a
suo motu case regarding the
incident, and the investigation

JANATA DARBAR

reporton encounter of accused

The spot where Prabhash Mondal was killed in police encounter in Baruipur. FiLe

is currently being supervised
by the CID.”

APIL filed by petitioner Shi-
laditya Rakshit challenged the
police claim that the accused
had tried to escape during the
reconstruction of the crime
scene after snatching the ser-
vice revolver of a police officer
in the early hours of July 8, fol-
lowing which he was shot.

According to the police,
Mondal had been taken to the
spot where the body of the girl
was allegedly recovered. The
police in their statement
claimed that Mondal allegedly
had suddenly snatched a ser-
vice weapon from officer Rony
Sarkar of the Special Investigat-
ing Team and open fired at the
officers while trying to flee. It

was then that another officer
Arghya Mondal fired back at
Mondal as they were unable to
catch him. The post mortem
examination had revealed two
bullet wounds on Mondal’s
body.

Apart from Mondal, Anand
Sardar, Dibakar Sardar, and
Kabir Mollah were arrested in
connection with the crime.

Suvendu hears complaints against BJP
legislator, ex-TMC MLA, assures probe

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 30

CHIEF MINISTER Suvendu
Adhikari's weekly 'Janata Dar-
bar' on Thursday drew com-
plaints against leaders cutting
across party lines, with a
woman accusing BJP MLA
Sharbori Mukherjee of facilitat-
ing the forcible takeover of her
shop and another alleging that
a former TMC legislator
grabbed her land.

Adhikari assured the com-
plainants that every allegation
would be examined on merit
and no one would be spared if
found guilty.

One of the more politically
significant complaints came
from Pratima Roy, who alleged
that Mukherjee's associates
forcibly occupied the sari and
garment shop that her family
had been running for nearly
three decades.

Roy claimed the shop was
demolished and taken over on
the night of June 12 by two as-
sociates of the BJP legislator.

She alleged that although
Mukherjee was not present at
the spot, the operation was car-
ried out at her behest.

According to Roy, the chief
minister examined the docu-
mentssubmitted by herand as-
sured that nobody would be
allowed to forcibly occupy her
property.

Mukherjee, however, re-
jected the allegations outright,
describing those as "completely
false".

The BJP MLA maintained
that the dispute was a long-
pending tenancy matter and
was already before a court.

"The complainant hasbeen
illegally occupying the shop as
asub-tenant for years. The orig-
inal owner had approached me
for help, following which party
workers only tried to mediate.
There was no forcible occupa-

Biker killed in
road accident
in Kolkata

Kolkata: Amanriding a scooter
was killed after allegedly being
caught between two buses rac-
ing each other in Kolkata's Be-
hala area on Thursday.

The accident took place
around 945 am near the tele-
phone exchange in front of Shi-
multala Market, close to Behala
Chowrasta, he said. The victim
was riding his scooter when he
got trapped between two buses
allegedly competing for pas-
sengers, the policeman said.

“A case has been registered
and an investigation is under-
way,” police said. PTI
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CM Suvendu Adhikari with BJP leader Locket Chatterjee at Janata Darbar on Thursday. p1i

tion," Mukherjee said.

The legislator also said that
she was ready to place all rel-
evant documents before the
CMifrequired.

In another politically loaded
complaint,awoman from Pun-
jab accused former TMC MLA
Debasish Kumar of illegally
grabbing four kathas of her
land and sought Adhikari's in-
tervention.

Kumar, who recently
crossed over from the Mamata
Banerjee-led TMC to the rival
faction headed by Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, could not be reached for
comments.

The complaints assumed
significance, as they involved
leaders from both the ruling
BJP and rival political camps,
allowing Adhikari to project the
grievance forum as a platform
where allegations would be
heard irrespective of political
affiliation.

Among other complaints
was that from the mother of a
college student from Krishna-
nagar in Nadia district, who al-
leged that her daughter was

raped, murdered and her body
burnt with acid in October
2024. She claimed that police
had initially attempted to por-
tray the case as a suicide and
despite securing registration of
an FIR through legal interven-
tion, the investigation had
made little progress.

Recalling that Adhikari had
visited her family as the then
Leader of the Opposition after
the incident, the woman said
she hoped justice would now be
delivered under his govern-
ment and sought a fresh probe.

Another woman from the
Sundarbans appealed for the
chief minister's help in arrang-
ing heart surgery for her 11-
year-old son, alleging that re-
peated visits to the state-run
SSKM Hospital over the past
several years had failed to se-
cure ahospital bed for the oper-
ation. Several others queued up
with complaints relating to al-
leged land encroachment, de-
nial of government benefits
and administrative inaction,
many travelling from distant
districts to meet the CM.

Suvendusecond least
wealthy among chief
ministers: ADRreport

Kolkata: Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari is the second least
wealthy among the country's
chief ministers, with declared
assets of Rs 85.87 lakh, according
toan analysis of election affida-
vits released by the Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
and National Election Watch. The
analysis, based on self-sworn
election affidavits of 31 chief min-
isters of states and Union terri-
tories, found that Jammuand
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullahis the least wealthy, with
declared assets of Rs 55.24 lakh.
Adhikariranked second, followed
by Rajasthan Chief Minister Bha-
jan Lal Sharma, whose declared
assetsexceed Rs1.03 crore.
According to the report, Adhi-
kari's declared wealth comprises
movable assets valued at Rs 24.57
lakh and immovable assets worth
Rs 61.30 lakh. PTI

India completes first comprehensive

catalogue of buttertlies, moths after 12 yrs

Antoreep Das
Kolkata, July 30

INDIA HAS completed its first
comprehensive national cata-
logue of butterflies and moths,
bringing together more than a
century of scattered taxonomic
records into a single reference
after a 12-year effort led by the
Zoological Survey of India.
Announced on Thursday,
the catalogue documents
13,703 species of Lepidoptera --
the insect order comprising
butterflies and moths -- found
across the country. According
tothe ZSI, the compilation pro-

videsthe first updated national
baseline for biodiversity re-
search, ecological monitoring
and conservation planning.
The survey estimates that
Indiais hometo 8.25 per cent of
the world’s known butterfly and
moth species, highlighting the
country’s status as one of the
world’s megadiverse nations.
The project was led by ZSI
taxonomists Navneet Singh and
Rahul Joshi. Its final volume,
published in the international
journal Zootaxa, completes a
series of 22 catalogue volumes
and documents the remaining
1,689 species while resolving

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

taxonomic ambiguities across
several insect families.

Among its findings, the
catalogue records 2,205 species
of Geometroidea, a superfamily
of moths that includes several
important nocturnal pollina-
tors. Spread across 479 genera,
these account for 8.8 per cent of
the world’s known Geometri-
dae species.

The family Geometridae ac-
counts for 2,100 species, fol-
lowed by Uraniidae (95), Epico-
peiidae (nine) and
Pseudobistonidae (one).

(ANTOREEP DAS IS AN INTERN WITH THE
INDIN EXPRESS KOLKATA)

RG Kar rape, murder case:
CBI replaces investigating
officer, reconstitutes SIT

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 30

THE CBI has replaced the in-
vestigating officerinthe R G
Karrape-murder case and con-
stituted a fresh special investi-
gation team (SIT) to carry for-
ward the probe, a senior official
said on Thursday.

The central probe agency
informed the Sealdah court
thatit has appointed Sandipani
Garg as the new investigating
officer (I0), replacing Seema
Pahuja, who had been heading
the investigation since the case
was handed over to the CBI.

The newly constituted SIT
also submitted a three-page
status report before the court
and sought additional time to
examine the voluminous case
records.

A senior CBI official, on con-
dition of anonymity, said the
agency wascarryingoutacom-
prehensive review of the inves-
tigation.

"The new team has begun
examining all records and evi-
dence collected so far. Every as-
pect of the investigation is
being reviewed objectively, and
all necessary steps will be taken
inaccordance with thelaw. The
agency is committed to con-
ducting a fair, impartial and
thorough investigation," the of-
ficial told PTI.

The change inthe IO comes
amid criticism from the vic-
tim's family over the pace and

Govtaiming to build
country'sfinestpolice
force, says Suvendu

Kolkata: Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Thursday said his gov-
ernment aims to build the
country's finest police force
despite financial constraints.
Addressing police personnel at
the annual 'Bada Khana' event at
the Swami Vivekananda State
Police Academy in Barrackpore in
North 24 Parganas district, Adhi-
kari, whois also the state home
minister, lauded the state police
for maintaining law and order and
combating corruption, while
assuring the force of his govern-
ment's full support. "l know you
have to work under many chal-
lenges. From tackling corruption
to maintaining law and order, you
have demonstrated your profes-
sionalism. We have certain limita-
tions and financial liabilities, but
as chief minister, itis my expecta-
tion that the best police forcein
the country is built in this state,"
Adhikarisaid. PTI

direction of the probe. The
family had on several occasions
expressed dissatisfaction with
the investigation conducted
under the previous IO, alleging
that certain leads had not been
adequately pursued.
Incidentally, the newinves-
tigating officer met the victim's
mother and current BJP MLA

Ratna Debnath on court prem-
isesand assured that the inves-
tigation would be conducted
diligently, urging the family to
have faith in the process.

The reconstituted SIT is
headed by CBI Joint Director
Anurag Kumar and includes
Manish Upadhyay, who is also
probingthe alleged financial ir-
regularities linked to RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital.

Sources in the agency said
that the CBI told the court that
it was scrutinising around
"1,000 pages of case records"
and had recorded fresh state-
mentsofthevictim's parents. It
also submitted that the newly
formed team would require ad-
ditional time to completeitsre-
view before taking further in-
vestigative steps.

The counsel appearing for
the victim's family urged the
court to ensure that the new
team examines all aspects that
were flagged earlier, including
the role of certain individuals
from the time the victim'sbody
was recovered until the crema-
tion, and takes appropriate ac-
tion based on its findings.

The victim's mother also
told the court that the role of
those who were among the last
to be seen with her daughter
should be thoroughly
investigated.

The mother also said she
had faith that the ongoing in-
vestigation would ensure jus-
tice for her daughter.

Govt to overhaul school curricula
from 28 in line with NEP: Minister

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, July 30

THE STATE government on
Thursday announced an over-
haul of the school education
system, sayingthe curriculum,
textbooks and assessment pat-
tern will be recast from the 2028
academic session in line with
the National Education Policy
(NEP), ending the state's long
resistance to the Centre's flag-
ship education reform.

School Education Minister
Dipak Barman also said that
the government would not pre-
scribe any specific colour
scheme for uniforms, and the
institutes can decide on that.

The overhaul would go far
beyond routine syllabus revi-
sion and would usher in struc-
tural changes in school educa-
tion, with greater emphasis on
skill-based learning, reduced
academic burden and semes-
ter-based assessments, the
minister said.

“From the 2028 academic
session, everything -- from the
curriculum to textbooks -- will
change for classes 1to 12. Pre-
paratory work has already
begun,"”Barman told reporters
at the education department

'\

School Education Minister
Dipak Barman. riLE

headquarters Bikash Bhavan.

Barman, however, clarified
that no major changes would
be introduced immediately
and that only limited revisions
to existing syllabi would be car-
ried outintheinterimbased on
the syllabus committee’s
recommendations.

The minister declined to
specify which chapters or sub-
jects would be dropped or
added, saying those decisions
would be taken by the expert
committee framing the new
curriculum.

The announcement marks
a significant policy shift after
years of confrontation between
the previous Trinamool Con-
gress government and the
Centre over the implementa-
tion of the NEP, which was ap-

proved in 2020 but never
adopted in West Bengal under
the Mamata  Banerjee
administration.

The BJP government,
which came to power this year,
hasrepeatedly said aligning the
state's education system with
the NEP would be among its
priorities.

nanother significant initiat-
ive, the state government
signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Na-
tional Institute of Open School-
ing (NIOS) under the Samagra
Shiksha Mission to reduce
school dropouts, particularly
among children of migrant
workers. Barman said the ar-
rangement would ensure con-
tinuity of education even if stu-
dents shifted from one state to
another.

"If a student registers with
NIOS in one state and later mi-
grates elsewhere with the
family, the child can continue
studies and appear for examin-
ations from the newlocationin
the mother tongue," he said.

The minister said the plat-
form would also enable adults
and those who had discon-
tinued formal education to re-
sume their studies.

Counselling, reviews: Govt rolls
out anti-tobacco drive in schools

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 30

CONCERNED OVER the early
onset of tobacco addiction
amongst the youth, the West
Bengal State Health Depart-
ment has rolled out a state-
wide initiative to protect
schoolgoing children and ado-
lescents from tobacco exposure
and addiction, introducing
mandatory self-audits, student
counsellingand regular inspec-
tions by special block-level
teams.

A new Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP), circulated to
the Chief Medical Officer of
Health (CMOH) across districts,
outlines the implementation of
Tobacco-Free Educational In-
stitution (ToFEI) initiative
under the National Tobacco
Control Programme (NTCP).

According to the SOP, the
initiative aims to protect
school-going children and ado-
lescents from tobacco exposure
and addiction by integrating
awareness campaigns, behav-
ioural counselling and referral
services into existing school

Kolkata

The initiative aims to protect
schoolgoing children and
adolescents from tobacco

exposure. FILE

health programmes.

The move comes against the
backdrop of the Global Youth
Tobacco Survey (GYTS-2019),
which found that 8.5% of
children aged 13-15yearsin India
consume tobacco in some form
or the other. Health officials say
that adult tobacco users begin
consuming tobacco before the
age of 20, making educational
institutions critical settings for

prevention.

Under the new guidelines,
every school will have to con-
ducta100-markself-assessment
every six months. Only institu-
tions scoring 90 per cent or
above will qualify for the “To-
bacco-Free Educational Institu-
tion” certification.

To monitor compliance, the
Health Department will consti-
tute special teams at the block
level comprising Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
medical officers, a staff nurse, a
pharmacist, an Anwesha coun-
selor, and a Block Health Man-
ager. These teams will conduct
inspections of schools across
their respective blocks.

Schools have been asked to
conduct regular awareness pro-
grammeson the harmful effects
oftobaccoand educate students
about the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products (Prohibition
of Advertisement and Regula-
tion of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Dis-
tribution) Act,2003. They willbe
required to organise activities
such asquizzes, poster competi-
tions and debates on World No
Tobacco Day on May 31.
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Govt. of Uttarakhand

& & Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

the decade of Uttarakhand. In line with the Prime
Minister's vision, we are working with a 'resolve
without alternative' (Vikalp Rahit Sankalp) to
make the state anideal state in every field. §§

Pushkar Singh Dhami
Chief Minister, Uttarakhand

—GIII—

® Strict Anti-Copying/Anti-Cheating Law & Transparent
Recruitment Process: Selection across multiple departments
33,000 youths given government jobs in the past 5 years.

» Chief Minister Skill Upgradation & Global Emplnyment
Scheme: Budget increased from 275 lakh to #33 crore; foreign
language training provided to 147 children, with 92 securing
employment abmad

® Growth in MSME Em plﬂyment Numher nf people empfnyed
in MSMEsincreased from 3,43,922 in 2022 to 4,56,605 in 2025.
e 10% Horizontal Reservation for Agniveers: Applicable to

direct recruitment in Group 'C' uniformed services in
government jﬂbs

. DEVbhﬂU!’I’II Entrepreneurshrp Deveinpmen’c Schemﬂ 3DIJ+
students established enterprises, registration of nearly 1,200
students is underway, and employment generated for 1,541
students and others.

— I —

* New Momentum to Development Through Grounding of
Investments Worth Over #1.00 Lakh Crore.

® [nvestment Agreements Worth F3.56 Lakh Crc:re Slgned
during the Global Investors Summit.

* Expansion of Land Bank: Over 6, DEIEJ acres nf addltmnal Ianrj
bank developed forindustries.

® Thriving MSME Sector: Over 96,400 MSME units active
across the state.

* Massive Job Creation in MSME: Generated over 4.70 lakh jobs
inthe MSME sector.

* Flourishing Startup Eulture L'Jver 1?5(1 startups Es.tabhshed
inthe state,

. Natlﬂnai Recngn:tmn Uttarakhand r@cognlzed as a Leader
statein the States' Startup Ecosystem Ranking.

e Large-5cale Industries: 128 large industrial unlts currently
operational in the state,

—EEN—

# Uttarakhand has become the first state in the country to
implement the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

* Under the PM SHRI Scheme, 141 schools were Eelected in the
ﬁrst ph ase and 84 5::h-:}r::ls inthe secﬂnd phaﬂe

* Virtual classrooms are bemg mperated in 500 Government
Secondary Schools across the state.

®* The total number of Government and Private Degree
Cnlleges inthe state increased to 139 I::yr 2025.

e The total number of Engineering Colleges (Government and
Private) in the state increased to 52 by 2025.

* Under the Secondary Education programme, free textbooks
are being provided to students of Class | to XIl studying in
Government and Private schools across the state.

Ji has called the third decade of the 21st century

Viksit Bharat
Sashakt Uttarakhand

Sewa - Sushasan - Samarpan

* Construction of the AlIMS Satellite Centre at Kichha is underway,
with B5% of the work completed.

* The AlIMS Kichha project includes a 250-bed hospital, 10 Operation
Theatres (OTs), 20 ICU beds, advanced Diagnostics & Laboratory
facilities, and speciality departments including Cardiclogy,
Nephrology, Urology, Meurology, General Surgery, Orthopaedics,
General Medicine, Paediatrics, and an Emergency & Trauma Centre,

® More than 6.1 million Ayushman Cards have been issued across the
state underthe Atal Ayushman Yojana.

® Under the Atal Ayushman Yojana, more than 1.7 million patients have
received cashless treatment worth over 3,400 crore.

® 207 types of pathology tests are being provided completely free of
costacross the state,

* A target has been set to establish a Medical College in every district.

At present, five Medical Colleges are operational, while two more are
under construction,

® Super-speciality healthcare services are avaijlable at the Medical
Collegesin Dehradun, Haldwani, and Srinagar.

* The newly constructed Child and Mother Care Hospital in Haridwar is
now operational.

I'g
pevbhoomi 4 () &
lla

Viksit Bharat @ 2047

&£ The construction of a developed India in the 21st
century rests on two main pillars: first, pride in our
heritage, and second, making every possible effort for
development. Today, Uttarakhand is continuously
strengthening both these pillars. This decade is the

decadeufUttarakhand.,, N d Modi
arendrda modai

Prime Minister

Se Shikhar Tak

® [nauguration of the 210-km Delhi-Dehradun Economic
Corridor, featuring Asia's longest 12-km Wildlife Carridor.

*The Rishikesh-Karnaprayag Rail Project is progressing at a
rapld pace.

. The state s n:-ad netwc}rk has ex panded tn 51 }'EB km

-ThE All Weather Ficrad F'rDjECt has ensurad seamiess
-':4:1~nnnta-:t|'n.rji:},.r to the Char Dham 5hr|nes and hﬂrder areas.

* A new terminal has been deueh:aped at DEhradun A:rpnrt
with regular flight connectivity to major cities across the
country.

*13 new hehp orts are currentl:.r und er cnnstru r:tmn

e Construction of the Sﬂnpfayag~l<edarnath [119 I-crn} and
Govindghat-Hemkund Sahib (12.4 km) Ropeway Projects has
commenced.

Women Empowerment

* 30% horizontal reservation has been implemented for
women in Government jobs across the state.

® 33% reservation for women has been ensured in Co-
operative Management Committees.

* Under the Chief Minister Self-Help Group Empowerment
Scheme, Self-Help Groups are provided interest-free loans of
up to ¥5 lakh.

® Uinder the Lakhpati Didi Scheme, more than 2.54 lakh women
inthe state have become Lakhpati Didis.

e Linder the Chief Minister Mahalakshmi Kit S5cheme, women
are prmuded with ESSEhtIa| I'I"IET.E'I'HIt"y" kits after Chi|dbll"[h

s Under the Nanda Gaura Scheme the State Government
provides ¥11,000 on the birth of a girl child and ¥51,000 for
highereducation after she passes Class XII.

® Under the New Sports Policy, a historic decision has been
taken to provide Government jobs to medal winners at the
National and International levels.

*The daily diet allowance fc-r spnrtspersc}ns has been
increased from ¥250 to F480 per athlete per day, in line with
the Sports Authority of India (SAl).

slinder the Chief Minister Emerging Sportsperson
Development Scheme, around 3,200 emerging athletes aged
8to 14 years are being provided a monthly sports scholarship
of ¥1,500.

° Spc:rtspersc:ns whu have won medals or represented the
country at National and International events such as the
Olympic Games, Asian Games, Commonwealth Games, etc,
will receive the benefit of the 4% Sports Quota in
Government Services.

e 60 Patent Information Centres have been established in

various colleges, universities, and other institutions across
the state.

Issued in Public interest by Department of Information & Public Relations, Uttarakhand, Dehradun

@ www.uttarainformation.gov.in | 9 pIPR_UK | @) uttarakhandDdiPR | ) UttarakhandDIPR

Kolkata I | ]
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EASTERN COALFIELDS
LIMITED Shri Chitranjan
Kumar has assumed charge
as Director (Technical),
Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL). A seasoned mining
professional with over three
decades of distinguished
service in the coal sector, he

BY TOM ARMSTRONG

BITSY WILL
FIND ME

WHAT IF BITSY DOESN'T
WANT TO FIND YOU?

WHAT IF YOU
GET LOST?

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This might be a restless day for
you. You have options to socialise and have fun. You're full
of different ideas today, which might create detours and
surprises for you. Tonight: Enjoy your privacy.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Thisis alovely day to social-
ise. A friend or amember of a group might do something
that catches you off guard. You might meet a real character
today. Tonight: Be friendly.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Tread carefully around auth-
ority figures today because something unexpected could
happen. To be on the safe side, give authority figures a
wide berth. Relations with relatives, siblings and neigh-
bours are rewarding. Tonight: You're admired.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Sudden opportunities to
travel might fall in your lap today. Planned schedules and
itineraries might suddenly change at the last minute.
Double-check all details to avoid unnecessary disappoint-
ments and glitches. Tonight: Explore and learn.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Make friends with your bank
account, because something related to shared property,
inheritances and the resources you share with others
might be subject to a sudden change today. Tonight:
Check your finances.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Be prepared for something
unexpected from a partner, spouse or close friend today.
For some, this could relate to a parent or another authority
figure. Basically, something unusual or a bit out of the ordi-
nary might occur. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Equipment breakdowns and
technological glitches today might impact your work or
even your health. Pet owners should be extra vigilant. Give
yourself extra time so you have wiggle room for the unex-
pected. Tonight: Work efficiently.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 - NOV 23): Social plans are unpredict-
able today. You might receive an unexpected invitation. Or
aplanned event might be cancelled or changed. Parents
should be vigilant to avoid accidents with their kids.
Tonight: Socialise with others.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Your home routine
might be interrupted today. Small appliances might break
down. Someone unexpected might appear at your door.
Take a breath and cope with whatever is happening. It's
nothing you can't handle. Tonight: Relax at home.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 -JAN 20): Thisisa mildly
accident-prone day for you. Be mindful and aware
when walking, jogging or driving. On the upside, you
might have some clever, genius-like ideas. It's easy for
you to think outside the box. Tonight: Aninteresting
conversation.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Do whatever you can to
protect your belongings from loss, theft and damage
today. You might either find some money or lose some.
Tonight: Check your money and possessions.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Today, you might feel rebel-
lious. Certainly, you want to be free to do your own thing.
You have a strong craving for excitement and adventure,
which means there's a strong likelihood that's precisely
what you will find! Tonight: You win.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

HONOURS TECHNICIAN
East Coast Railway has
honoured Shri K. Narendra,
Technician Grade-I (Carriage &
Wagon) of Rayagada under
Rayagada Division with the
Safety Award for his exemplary
vigilance and professional

brings with him an exceptional
blend of technical expertise,
strategic leadership and a
proven track record of
delivering transformational results across Coal India Limited's subsidiaries. A B.Tech graduate
from BIT Sindri (1991), Shri Kumar holds a First Class Manager's Competency Certificate (1997)
and an MBA degree. Throughout his illustrious career, he has successfully led large-scale mining
projects, secured critical statutory and environmental clearances, resolved complex land
acquisition and Rehabilitation & Resettlement (R&R) issues and driven significant improvements
in production, productivity and sustainable mining practices.

SHRI RAJESH PANDEY, IAS ASSUMES
CHARGE AS CHAIRMAN, DVC Shri
Rajesh Pandey, IAS belonging to the 1995
batch of West Bengal cadre assumed charge
as the 51st Chairman of Damodar Valley
Corporation on 23rd July 2026. In a career
spanning around 31 years in Civil Services,
Shri Pandey brings with him diverse experience
of working in multiple sectors, having served
as Additional Chief Secretary for the -
Departments of MSME & Textiles Department, Personnel & Administrative Reforms, Sports and
Youth Services Departments, and Co-operation Department, and has served as Secretary of the
Consumer Affairs Department, in the Government of West Bengal.

COAL INDIA'S CAPEX RISES Coal India Limited (CIL) recorded a capital expenditure (capex)
of Rs 3,399 crore during the first quarter (Q1) of FY 26-27, registering a growth of 16.64% over
the Rs 2,914 crore incurred during the corresponding period of the previous financial year. The
company also surpassed its quarterly capex target of Rs 3,349 crore, achieving 101.5% of the
planned expenditure. The company’s Q1 spending represents 20.60% of CILs total capital
expenditure target of Rs16,500 crore for the current fiscal. Land acquisition and related
rehabilitation & resettlement (R&R) activities accounted for the highest expenditure during the
quarter at Rs 804 crore, constituting nearly one-fourth of the total capex. Timely acquisition of land
is a critical prerequisite for coal mining, as mining projects cannot commence or expand without
it, irrespective of the availability of coal reserves. Reflecting on its strategic importance, land
acquisition and related activities have been allocated the highest capex target of Rs 4,173 crore out
of the company's total annual capex target for FY’27.

an. 1‘.!'

lIM SHILLONG PAYS TRIBUTE TO DR. A.PJ. ABDUL KALAM’S ENDURING
LEGACY AND UNVEILS HIS LIFE-SIZE STATUE paid a heartfelt tribute to Bharat Ratna Dr.
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam on the occasion of his 11th death anniversary, commemorating the historic day
when the former President of India delivered his final lecture at the Institute on “How to Make Our
Planet More Liveable.” As a lasting tribute to Dr. Kalam’s deep association with IIM Shillong, an 8-
foot-tall life-size bronze statue of Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam was unveiled today by Shri Shishir Kumar
Bajoria, Chairman, Board of Governors (BoG), IIM Shillong, in the presence of Shri Atul Kulkarni
and Shri Nitin Sharma, Members, BoG, Prof. (Dr.) Arun Mohan Sherry, Director, lIM Shillong, Col.
Dinesh Adhikari (Retd) CAQ along with faculty members, officers, staff, and students of the Institute.

Birla Global University
Hosts Commencement
Day for Bachelor of
Business Administration
(2026-30 Batch) BGU, one
of eastern India's leading
institutions ~ of  higher
education, organised the
Commencement Day Programme for the incoming Bachelor of Business Admlnlstratlon (BBA)
2026-30 batch, marking the beginning of a transformative academic journey for its newest
students. The programme was graced by Brishti Mondal, Vice President & Head — HR, Nomura
Research Institute Fintech, as the Chief Guest and Ankur Zutshi, Principal, IQVIA, Basel,
Switzerland, as the Guest of Honour. They were joined by Prof. Kulbhushan Balooni, Vice
Chancellor, Birla Global University, Prof. P Nayak, Dean, Birla School of Management and Tanmay
Kumar Pattanayak, Registrar, along with faculty members, alumni, staff and students.

commitment towards ensuring safe train operations. While carrying out a routine inspection of a
loaded goods train at Rayagada on 29th June 2026, Shri Narendra noticed a broken yoke and
damaged back stopper welding on one of the wagons. Realising that the defect could affect the safe
movement of the train, he immediately arranged to remove the defective wagon from the train for
replacement before it continued its journey.

ICMAI NEW PRESIDENT & VICE
PRESIDENT Election of President and Vice
President of The Institute of Cost Accountants of India _
(ICMAI) for the Council Year 2026-27, It gives us -
immense pleasure to inform you that CMA ‘
Chittaranjan Chattopadhyay has been elected as the -

President and CMA Manoj Kumar Anand has been elected as the Vice President of ICMAI for
the Council Year 2026-27 at the Meeting of the Council of the Institute held on 22nd July, 2026
at Kolkata. CMA Chittaranjan Chattopadhyay is a Fellow Member of ICMAI, a Certificated
Associate Member of the Indian Institute of Banking and Finance (IIBF) and holds an LL.B. degree.
CMA Manoj Kumar Anand is an elected member of the Council of the Institute for the term
2023-27 and a Member of the Public Sector Advisory Group (PSAG) of the Confederation of
Asian and Pacific Accountants (CAPA) for the term 2024-27.

GRSE SUSTAINS GROWTH MOMENTUM Garden Reach [ i
Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE), a Navratna Public Sector R;
Undertaking under the Ministry of Defence, GOl has announced its i\ ! E
financial results for the first quarter ended 30 Jun 26. The revenue
recorded during Q1FY27 was Rs 1814.62 Cr, registering a growth of ::u-:-:u.-::_-_::
38.53% over Q1FY26. Similarly, the PAT has increased by 43.83% to

Rs 172.84 Cr during the same period.

INDIAN RAILWAYS STRENGTHENS WORKFORCE THROUGH MISSION-MODE
RECRUITMENT 5.56 Lakh Recruitments Done Since 2014 (Up to June 2026), Including
50,485 in Southern Railway: Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw. Approximately 4.5 Crore Candidates
Appeared in Computer-Based Test in 2024 and 2025 Exam Cycle. Recruitment Exams Conducted
Over 150 Cities in 15 Languages to Ensure Wider Access and Greater Convenience for Railway
Aspirants. Occurrence and filling up of vacancies are continuous processes on Indian Railways
considering its size, spatial distribution and criticality of operation. Adequate and suitable
manpower is provided to cater to the regular operations, changes in technology, mechanisations
and innovative practices. The vacancies are filled up primarily by placement of indents by Railways
with Recruitment agencies as per operational and technological requirements.
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9 DEAD IN MARCH 18 BLAZE
Bronto Skylift failed, crew not
trained: Report on Palam fire

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 30
BRONTO SKYLIFT (hydraulic
crane) of the Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) failed during the rescue
operation afteritsboombecame
entangled in overhead cables
and banners, no backup high-
reach rescue equipment was
available and firefighters had to
rely on a manual ladder that
could not reach the third floor
balcony - these are the major
findings of amagisterial inquiry
into the March 18 fire in a four-
story building in Palam that
killed nine people, including
three children, The Indian Ex-
presshaslearnt.

The report was submitted by
District Magistrate (South West)
Mekala Chaitanya Prasad to the
Home department last month.
The file is now proposed to be
placed before the Lieutenant
Governor for consideration, of-
ficials said.

“The Bronto Skylift (BS-III)
failed at the scene — most likely
dueto cables/wires/bannersen-
tangled initsboom and no effec-
tive second line of defence (an al-
ternative tall ladder) was
immediately available... a man-
ual ladder could not reach the
third-floor balcony,” the report
said.

The inquiry also found that
the crew assigned to operate the

skylift had never received formal
training from the authorised
dealer since the machine was
procured in2006. “Theylearned
informally from predecessors,”
the report said.

It added that maintenance
logs of the skylift shows no prior
faults were reported despite it
being used in operations at IGI
Airport, Tilak Nagar and Palam
during incidents of fire.

Further, the report high-
lighted several lapses by the
MCD and other agencies, which
resulted in the tragedy.

Itblamed the MCD for allow-
ing commercial activity on the
building’s first floor though the
licence permitted commercial
use only in the basement and
ground floor.

Asperthereport, the fire pro-
bably originated from an MCB
box located on the ground and
first floor stairs, a point where
around six electrical connec-
tions were concentrated. It
added that the fire “spread
rapidly, aggravated by combust-
ible cosmetic stock”.

While a short circuit is con-
sidered the probable cause of the
fire, the report said this cannot
be confirmed until the forensic
report is received because the
electrical installation was exten-
sively damaged.

The report recommended
disciplinary action against MCD

licensing inspector Narendra
Dabas for failing to check viol-
ation of license conditions.

“Dabas, who was working
under the supervision of assis-
tant commissioner Najafgarh
Zonealsofailed inhisdutytore-
move aerial banners on roads,”
itadded.

The report flagged the assis-
tantelectrical inspector, wholed
theinspection, received notech-
nical training. “...admitted he
had never been able to deter-
minethe cause of firein any of 8-
9 priorinspections—aseriousca-
pability gap in a statutory
technical role,” the report high-
lighted.

Itrecommended thatatech-
nical expert committee besetup
toinvestigate the Bronto Skylift's
failure, ensure deployment of
backup high-rise rescue equip-
mentat major firesand fillingup
of 853 vacant postsin theFirede-
partment on priority.

Highlighting that the fire
could not be controlled due to
“unauthorised cabling” in the
area, the report recommended:
“Bring all local cable/Internet
service providers under a regu-
latory framework... Make pro-
vider name-marking on cables
compulsory foridentification of
violators, consider road width as
acriterion (while decidingonin-
stalling) overhead (or) under-
ground cabling...”

“UmarKhalid

moves HC
forthirdtime

seeking bail

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 30

FOR THE third time, activist
Umar Khalid has moved the
Delhi High Court, seeking bailin
the larger conspiracy case of
Northeast Delhi riotsin 2020. He
has been booked under the
stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Khalid's appeal challenging
the trial court's July 4 decision
todismiss hisbail applicationis
listed for hearing before abench
of Justices Prathiba Singh and
Vikas Mahajan on Friday.

The HC had earlier rejected
his bail plea twice — in October
2022 and September 2025. Both
times, the Supreme Court had
upheld the HC order.

Khalid, arrested in 2020,
was booked under UAPA for
being one of the "masterminds”
of the riots that had left 53
people dead and more than 700
injured. Besides him, activist
Sharjeel Imam, among others,
was also booked in the case.

TheSC, inits order on Janu-
ary 5, had refused bail to Khalid
and Imam, but granted bail to
five other co-accused while es-
tablishing the “hierarchy of par-
ticipation”. In this hierarchy,
Khalid and Imam were classi-
fied to be on a “higher footing”
compared tothe five otherswho

were granted bail by the SC.
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Additional Subsidy
on Agri-Pump
Electric Connections

To reduce the cost of farming and
enhance farmers’income, the State
Government has decided to provide an
additional subsidy of <2 per unit on
electricity for agricultural pump
connections.

How farmers will be benefited?

Lower Irrigation Costs

A landmark initiative of the
Government of West Bengal

32

additional
subsidy
per unit

provided by the
State Government

Additional subsidy of ¥ 2 per unit will

reduce the cost of irrigation.
Affordable Power, g
. N
T:TI':," Higher Farm Income Prosperous Farmers | } =
Lower input costs, better savings and 2 . e <
TATA STEEL LIMITED more income. Brlghter Future E =
Registered Office: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001 India J;*':;h-*-. <
Tel.: 91 22 6665 8282 + Email: cosec@tatasteel.com « Website: www.tatasteel.com Agricultural Growth -‘Hb 1)
CIN: L27100MH1907PLC000260 Affordable and dependable electricity wil '
NOTICE enable productive farming.
Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026 Village Development
% Crore
, Prosperous farmers,
Particulars Financial
Quarter Quarter Quarter prosperous E.E“gal_
ended on ended on ended on engj’ggron
30.06.2026 31.03.2026 30.06.2025 31.03.2026
Audited Audited Audited Audited
Total revenue from operations 36,896.55 38,447.96 31,014.36 1,39,720.22
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period
(beorreo t'ax (ano dsz)xcoerptijnF;Ie:;(e)ms) 6,112.02 6,477.98 477684 | 22,451.96 WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax Department of Agriculture Department of Power DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED
F p (A Govt. of West Bangal Enterprise)
(after exceptional items) 5,820.52 6,345.93 4,557.76 21,353.10 Government of West Bengal Government of West Bengal Begd, Dffice .:ﬂm:mm i;::i,.';"  Bidhannagar,Knlkata - 780 891
e B2MTSGL J www.ahseddlin
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax 4,535.59 4,659.74 3,523.25 16,065.13
Total comprehensive income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other 3,477.29 (143.12) 6,743.37 13,295.44
Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
Paid- ity sh ital . _ :
[F‘zce“fa‘ff:'g y paerfsf;‘:;f 1,248.60 124860 |  1,248.60 1,248 .60 This is an advertisement issued pursuant to Regulation 30(1) of the
_ : ) SEBI {Issue and Listing of Non-Convertible Securities) Regulations,
Reserves excluding revaluation reserves | 1,34,284.71 2021 as amended, for information purpose only.
Securities premium reserve 31,290.24 | 31,290.24 31,290.24 31,290.24 = L FI e m s
Net Worth 13582261 | 1,32,34531 | 1,30.287.29 | 1,32,345.31 ICL Fincorp I c N c 0 R P LI M ITE D e e Praspechs]
Paid-up Debt Capital L g S Sy Tz T : M
e .e épl 5 15,159.95 15,159.21 15,157.00 15,159.21 ICL Fincorp Limited (“our Company” or “the Company” or “the Issuer” or “ICL") was originally incorporated as Jawahar Finance Limited’ at
DebLEquilty Ratio 0.49 0.48 0.46 0.50 Chennai, a public limited company under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956, pursuant to a certificate of incorporation dated December 9,
Earnings per equity share: 1991, issued by RoG. The name of our Company was changed to ‘Irinjalakuda Credits & Leasing Company Limited' pursuant to a fresh certificate
Basic earnings per share of ¥ 1 each (not annualised) - in of incorporation dated Apnil 26, 2004, issued by the RoC, Later, the name of our Company was changed to '|CL Fincorp Limited' pursuant to a fresh
Rupees (after exceptional items) 3.63 3.74 2.82 12.87 certificate of incorporation dated May 8, 2016, issued by the RoC. Our Company holds a certificate of registration dated June 09, 2016, bearing
Diluted earnings per share of 2 1 each (not annualised) - in registration number B-07.00437 issued by the Reserve Bank of india ("RBI") to carry on the activities of a non-banking financial company without
Rupees (after exceptional items) 3.63 3.73 2.82 12.87 accepting public deposits under Section 45 |A of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, For further details about our Company, see “General
e —— - Information” on page 39 of the Prospectus and "History and Certain Other Corporate Matters”™ on page 127 of the Prospectus.
ebenture reaempton rneserve . : :
, i , BN 1.326.70 L3800 1,326.00 Registered Office: Plot No. C308, Door No. 66/40, 4th Avenue, Ashok Nagar, Chennai- 600 083, Tamil Nau, India; Tel: +91 44 4208 2381, 2958 0014:
|_Debt Service Coverage Ratio 4.27 6.42 1.34 2.85 Corporate Office: ICL Fincorp Limited, Main Road, Irinjalakuda, Thrissur — 680121, Kerala, India; Tel: +91 480 267 0400,282 8071, 283 1305;
Interest Service Coverage Ratio 7.68 8.27 6.91 8.08 Corporate Identification Number: U65191TN1991PLC021815; PAN: AAACJ1806C; E-mail: info@iclfincorp.com; Website; www iclfincorp.com;
Company Secretary and Compliance Officer: Visakh TV.; Email: cs@iclfincorp.com; Tel: +91 480 267 0400, 282 8071, 283 1305,
_ _ _ Chief Financial Officer; Madhavankutty Thekkedath; Email; cto@iclfincorp.com; Tel: +91 480 267 0400, 282 8071, 283 1305;
Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026 PUBLIC ISSUE OF UP TO 10,00,000 SECURED, REDEEMABLE, NON-CONVERTIBLE DEBENTURES (NCDs) OF FACE VALUE OF 21,000 EACH
: _ ¢ _Crore NOTICE TO INVESTORS
Particulars Quarter Quarter Quarter F";,ae';‘;'a' This notice is with reference to the public issue of up to 10,00,000 secured, redeemable, non-convertible debentures of face value of 1,000 each,
ended on ended on ended on ended on (“NCDs™) at par, for an amount up to ¥5,00,000 thousand (“Base Issue Size”) with an option to retain oversubscription of up to #5,00,000
30.06.2026 | 31.03.2026 | 30.06.2025 | 34932026 thousand aggregating up to 10,00,000 thousand (the "lssue”) by ICL Fincorp Limited (“Company”) in accordance with Securities and Exchange
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited Board of India {lssue and Listing of Non-Convertible Securities) Regulations, 2021, as amended (the “SEBI NCS Regulations™), the applicable
Total revenue from operations 60,794.29 63,270.13 53,178.12 | 2.32,139.94 provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, as amended from time to time, and rules made thereunder the SEBI Circular no.
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period - SEBI/HO/DDHS/DDHS-PoD/P/CIR/2025/0000000137 dated October1s, 2025, as amended (“SEBI Master Circular”). The Company has filed
(before tax and exceptional items) 4,183.01 9,150.42 3,199.20 17,001.15 prospectus dated July 28, 2026 (“Prospectus”) with the Registrar of Companies, Tamil Nadu at Chennai (*RoC"), Securities and Exchange Board
NSLProft ] (LosaTTor e Soriod bofors & of India (“SEBI") and BSE Limited (“BSE”) (the “Stock Exchange”). THE ISSUE IS NOT PROPOSED TO BE UNDERWRITTEN,
(after exceptional items) 3,837.53 4,810.37 3,067.08 15,968.69 ISSUE PHDG HAMME ISSUE OPENS - AUGUST 10, 2026 (MONDAY)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax 2,385.24 2.965.00 2.007.36 10.885.82 ISSUE CLOSES - AUGUST 21 2026 (FRIDAY)*
= e —r = —_— = — dathube *The Issue shail remain open for subscrption on Waorking Days from 10:00 a.m, fo 5:00 p.m. (Indian Standard Time), during the period indicated
otal comprenhensive income for the perio in the Prospectus, excepl that the Issue may close on such eariier date or extended date as may be decided by the Board of Directors of our
[Comprlsmg |.:’r0flt/ (LOSS) for the perlod (after tax) and Other 2,336.83 3,755.68 4,351.52 16,377.93 C'Gm,ﬂan}-' ar the Finance and Mﬂnagemﬁ'ﬂr Eﬂnlmfﬂﬁ'ﬁ'. EUEIIEET to relevant appro vals I!ISUE*}.E'EF fo a minimum F'E'r-liﬂllj aof two Wﬂn"ﬁmg dﬂj.".E and a
Comprehensive Income (after tax)] maximum period of ten warking days from the date of opening of this Issue)
Paid-up equity share capital [Face value ¥ 1 per share] 1,247 .44 1,247 .44 1,247.44 1,247.44 In the event of an early closure or extension of the Issue, our Company shall ensure that nofice of such early closure or extension is given to the
Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves) prospechive investors through an adverlisernent in a natianal daily newspaper and a regional dally newspaper i Tarmil Nady where the registerad
and Non controlling interest 1,02,533.01 office is located, with wige circulation on or before such earler date or extended date of closure. Application Forms for the lssue will be accepted
Net Worth 1,01,054.51 08,768.46 91,464.44 08.768.46 Smjlr rruﬂ ;:ﬂ:ﬂﬂ g;nl. ? gﬂﬂ? 0. ;’.ﬂ' HHS?H IS!agda:rdfmﬁ} E;;S“g: exreng;eg {ime af} rf]i-ra i i:ﬂ. fﬁm{; g}é érne Src;ck;;ghangre. ng H;?rkgagdﬂa:ﬁ
, , uring the Issue Period. On the fssue Closing Date, Application Forms will be accepted only between 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and uploaded unki
Debt Equity Ratio : : ; .
_Earnin;s pir squity share: - 0.80 0.79 0.91 0.82 5:00 p.m. {Indian Standard Time) or such extended time as may be permitted by the Stock Exchange.
Basic earnings per sha.re of ¥ 1 each (not annualised) - in Allotment on “first come H'rs.'r Serve basis ~ # , ; : . S
. . 1.86 2.34 1.67 8.65 #As per the SEBI Master Circular, the allotment in this issue is required fo be made on the basis of date of upload of each application into the
Rupees (after exceptional items) : . e 0
- glgciranic book of the Stock Exchange. For further details refer section titled “lssue Related Informalion™ on page 258 of the Prospeclus.
I;'IUted earfnlngs per §har|e.of ¥ 1 each (not annualised) - in 1.86 2.34 1.67 8.65 In accordance with the provision of and requirement under Section 30 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Regulation 30(1) of the SEBI NCS
upees (after exceptional items) Regulations, the Company has published statutory advertisement dated July 30, 2026 on their website at www.iclfincorp.com on which contains
Debenture Redemption Reserve 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 the disclosures as per Schedule V of the SEBI NCS Requlations (" Statutory Advertisement”). The Statutory Advertisement can be viewed through
Debt Service Coverage Ratio 1.03 0.92 0.98 0.98 the EI'H code and web link qiven pelow;
Interest Service Coverage Raio 153 =57 369 175 hitps://www.iclfincorp.com/fileupload/pGSAPOXdJN E ot l1-.
Note: f[:" -.;irrl_iﬁ
The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone and Consolidated financial results for the quarter
ended on 30th June 2026 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI e, ..ﬁ ! [I
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and ...ali"‘l ;
Consolidated results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2026 are available on the websites of the Stock Jf____,_-q._
Exchanges (www.nseindia.com/www.bseindia.com) and the Company's website (www.tatasteel.com). o his OR cod ihe detailad adverd )
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Mango Party
For All

AMID THE stand-off
between the Treasury
Benches and the Opposition
in Parliament, a get-together
hosted by Congressleader
Shashi Tharoor at his official
residence in the Capital saw
aunique mix of guestson
Wednesday. Although rain
and the ruckusinthe Lok
Sabha played a spoiler, Tha-
roor’s ‘Mango & Chaat Party’
saw a decent attendance of
MPs from around 15 parties,
diplomats from 35
embassies and a cross-sec-
tion of government officials
and mediapersons. The
guests were seen engagingin
political and non-political
discussions whilerelishinga
spread of mangoes. The BJP
was represented by senior
MPs Rajiv Pratap Rudy and
Shashank Mani Tripathi.
Many Congress MPs could
notreachintimebecause of
the developmentsinthe Lok
Sabha after Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
took onthe government over
therecent police crackdown
on protesters at Jantar Man-
tar. Union Minister Jitendra
Singh and BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya, whowereinthe
House, conveyed their good
wishes while regretting their
inability to attend the get-to-
gether, said sources.

E20 petrol can
reduce fuel

economy by
2-6%: Gadkari

New Delhi: Petrol blended with
20% ethanol (E20) can reduce
fuel economy by 2 to 6% de-
pending on the vehicle category
and vintage, Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari informed Parliament
on Thursday.

The Union Minister, how-
ever, argued that tests for engine
durability on a dynamometer
and on-road vehicle tests have
not shown any failures due to
E20.

In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Gadkari said E20 fuel
providesbetter acceleration, im-
proved ride quality and approxi-
mately 30% lower carbon
emissions compared to E10 fuel.

“The fuel efficiency of ve-
hicles may be reduced by 2t0 6%
depending on the vehicle cat-
egory and vintage. The tests for
engine durability on a dyna-
mometer and vehicle tests on
road have not shown any fail-
ures due to E20,” the minister
said. PTI

DMK says it reflects ‘communal outlook’

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, July 30

THE LOK Sabha on Thursday
passed the Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 amid protestsby
the Opposition over the police
“excesses” on protesters at Jan-
tar Mantar and the Ram Temple
donation theft row.

The Bill was cleared in about
15 minutes during the post-
lunch sitting after repeated ad-
journments since morning amid
thedin. Throughoutthebriefde-
bate, Congress and Samajwadi
Party members continued sloga-
neering from the Well of the
House. The DMK was the only
Opposition party to participate
in the discussion.

Moving amendments to the
Bill, DMK MP A Rajaalleged that
the Bill reflected a “communal
outlook™.

“Today is a very dangerous
day for Parliament and the
country. I have carefully gone
through the reasons and objects
oftheBill... One person and one
song [are] important for this
country having a communal
outlook. Why did Partition

happen? One person... and one
song...,” he said.

Raja sought to make “a legal
point”, but the Chair did not
allow him to continue and put
his amendment to vote, which
was defeated.

Joiningthe debate, DMK MP
Kanimozhi alleged that the Bill
was a "Hindutva agenda
masquerading as nationalism"
and accused the government of
trying to "impose nationalism
through law". She argued that
the Constituent Assembly had
consciously accepted only the
first two stanzas of Vande Mata-
ramand said makingall six stan-
zas mandatory would under-
mine the country's secular
character. Referring to Tamil
Nadu'slong-standingstate song,
she said the legislation disre-
spected states with their own of-
ficial songs and accused the gov-
ernment of using the issue to
polarise the country.

Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai rejected the criti-
cism, asserting that the legisla-
tion was “aBill of national pride”
and was “not against any state,
ideology or person”. He said the
government respected all state

MoS Nityanand Rai (above) and
DMK MP A Raja (right) speakin
Lok Sabha on Thursday. ani

songs and insisted that the
amendment only sought to en-
sure that the National Song re-
ceived the same respect as the
National Anthem. Rai also ac-
cused India's first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru of accepting
only two stanzas of Vande Mata-
ram in 1937 "for appeasement
politics", claiming that the deci-
sion encouraged the ideology
that eventually led to Partition.
"Now, for Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat, the entire song is
needed," he said.

Participating from the Treas-
ury Benches, BJP MP Sambit
Patra said the amendment was
“not an ordinary Bill” but one

" EXPRESS special

that intended to ensure that
people, particularly school stu-
dents, could express respect for
both the National Anthem and
the National Song "without any
hurdle". He said the president of
the Constituent Assembly, Dr
Rajendra Prasad, had given an
assurance that Jana GanaMana

Why govt is holding back key Bills
as Parliament logjam continues

LizMathew
New Delhi, July 30

WITH THE Opposition inten-
sifying its protests against al-
leged police excesses against stu-
dent protesters and the alleged
theft of donations at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, the govern-
ment appears to be slowing
down on its legislative agenda
for the moment. The govern-
ment, insiderssaid, iswaiting for
the Opposition to get back to
allowing Parliament to function
before takingup crucial pieces of
legislation next week.

The Centre on Thursday
managed to get the Prevention
of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 — also
known as the Vande Mataram
Bill —passed amid thedinin the
Lok Sabha. The Bill saw a brief
discussion involving only two
members: Union Minister of
State for Home Nityananda Rai
and DMK MPKanimozhi. While
Raidefended thelegislation say-
ing all six stanzas of the song
were needed to ensure “Ek Bha-
rat, Shreshtha Bharat (OneIndia,
BestIndia)”, Kanimozhi termed
it “a Hindutva agenda masque-
rading as nationalism”.

“Itis against federalism. You
cannot impose nationalism by
bringing a law, the song goes
against the secularism of the
country. The founding fathers

_ had the wisdom to stop only

E

During the debate on Vande
Mataram Bill on Thursday, DMK
MP Kanimozhi said it is against
federalism, and the song goes
‘against secularism’. ani

with two stanzas, but today you
aretryingto polarise the country
by...makingitacriminal offence
if we do not sing all the six stan-
zas,” she said.

The government deferred
the consideration and passage of
the Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill. Ac-
cording to sources, the Bill,
which was deferred on the re-
quest of the Opposition, is now
likely tobe taken upin the Lower
House on Monday. It proposesto
increase the SC’s sanctioned
strength from 33 to 37 judges.

“Many Opposition parties
did not want a detailed dis-
cussion on the Vande Mataram
Bill as the optics of vehemently
opposing it could have been
politically damaging, while
backingit would have hurt their

supportbase,”a BJPleader said.

The Prevention of Insults to
National Honour (Amendment)
Bill, passed by the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday, makes theinten-
tional disruption of the national
songa criminal offence, punish-
able with up to three years’ im-
prisonment. The Bill has placed
several parties, including the
Congressand the SP,inadifficult
position, with Muslim organisa-
tions strongly opposing it.

BJP sources said the Treas-
ury benches are expected to in-
troduce the MSME Develop-
ment Act, 2006 (Amendment)
Bill and the Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amendment
Bill next week. “We do not want
to rush these Bills. We want the
Opposition to discuss crucial
pieces of legislation such as the
FCRA Bill. That is why
the governmentis tak-
ing its time before
bringing it up,” a BJP
leader said.

The FCRA Bill
seeks to amend the
Foreign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Act, 2010, which regulates
the acceptance and utilisation of
foreign contributions and for-
eign hospitality to “ensure that
suchinflowsdonotadversely af-
fect national interest... or na-
tional security”. The Opposition
and minority groups have al-
leged that the proposed amend-
mentswould adversely affectin-

| O

stitutions run by minority com-
munities, including Christians.
The proposed amendments
to the MSME Development Act
seek to introduce mandatory
digital invoicing, strengthen
safeguards against delayed pay-
ments and ensure faster settle-
ment of disputes. The changes
areaimed atimprovingliquidity
and reducing the long payment
delays that often leave small
businesses short of working
capital.
Governmentsourcesalsoin-
dicated that repeated adjourn-
ments and the loss of working
hours could delay the govern-
ment's plans to take up the 131st
Constitution Amendment Bill,
which seeks to increase the
number of seats in the Lok
Sabha. The Bill is linked to the
implementation of the
Women's Reservation law
and the Delimitation Bill
during the ongoing Mon-
soon Session, scheduled to
conclude on August 13.
Two other key legisla-
tions — the 130th Constitution
Amendment Bill and the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025 — have also been delayed.
Senior BJP leader and Lok
Sabha Chief Whip Sanjay Jais-
wal said the government would
be compelled to pass the Bills
amid the pandemonium if
the Opposition continued its
protests.

over the past 76 years because of
the Congress leadership.

Earlier, while introducing
the Bill, Rai had described it as
“not just a statutory amend-
ment” but “acommitmenttoIn-
dia’s soul, cultural heritage, na-
tional consciousness and the
ideals of the freedom struggle”.
Invoking Vande Mataram
composer Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee, Swami Vivekananda
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, he
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was fulfilling the vision of
according Vande Mataram its
rightful place in national life. Rai
recalled that Patel had asked
classical vocalist Omkarnath
Thakur to sing the full Vande
Mataram on All India Radio on
the morning of August 15, 1947,
and said freedom fighters, in-
cluding Chandrashekhar Azad,
Ram Prasad Bismil and Ashfa-
qullahKhan, had gonetothegal-
lows with “Vande Mataram” on
theirlips.

The Prevention of Insults to
National Honour (Amendment)
Bill is the first legislation to be
passed by both Houses of Parlia-
ment in the ongoing Monsoon
Session, which has seen fre-
quent disruptions by the Op-
position mainly over the NEET
paper leakissue.

Govton UN
Rapporteurs

SIR concern: Due
process followed

New Delhi: Almost three
months after three United Na-
tions Special Rapporteurs wrote
tothe government, raising con-
cernover large-scale deletion of
electorsand alleged discrimina-
tion through the SIR, the Union
governmentacknowledged the
communication on Thursday,
informing the Rajya Sabha that
the exercise was “carried out by
following the due process of law
without prejudice to any group
or community”. ENS

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, July 30

JD(U) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha on
Thursday alleged foreign in-
volvement in the Jantar Mantar
agitation, triggering protests
from the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha.

Participating in a discussion
on the The Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026, Jha said
while the Cockroach Janata
Party protests were underway,
he had seen a Malayalam televi-
sion channel reporting that
“some Dubai-based busi-
nessmen had secured travel
tickets for 23 people and helped
them participate in the
protests”.

“What relation did these
peoplehavewith NEET?Thede-
mand of students and their
sentimentsare genuine. Butitis
a matter of investigation as to
who were the people who infil-
trated the protest and were try-
ingto hijackit,” Jhasaid.

The remarks immediately
sparked protests from the Op-
position benches, led by MPs
from Kerala, who sought torebut
the allegation. The Chair, how-
ever, did not permit interven-
tions as Jha was still speaking.

Later, CPI(M) MPA ARahim
said Jhashould authenticate his
statement about watchinga Ma-
layalam channel, arguing that
his allegations were not sup-
ported by facts. The Chair said it
would examine the mattet.

CPI(M) member John Brittas
argued that those who had
travelled from Dubai were In-
dian citizensand had everyright
to participate in protests.

“They are citizens of India.
Figuratively, Dubai is the 15th
district of Kerala. They have
every right to come toIndiaand
participatein aprotest. Awrong
message should not go from this
House,” Brittas said.

Responding to the contro-
versy over Sanjeev Mukhiya,
whom the CBI gave a clean chit
in the 2024 NEET paper leak
case last year, Jha said Mukhiya
remainedlodged in Buxarjailin

(Top) JD(U) MP Sanjay Kumar
Jha and CPI (M) MP John Brittas
in Rajya Sabha on Thursday. ani

connection with other criminal
cases. “There are so many cases
against him that there is no
possibility of him gettingout,” he
said.

The issue of Mukhiya, who
was initially arrested by Bihar
Police in the 2024 NEET paper
leak case and later taken into
custody by the CBI, had been
raised earlier in the debate by
Leader of the Opposition in the
RajyaSabha Mallikarjun Kharge.

Jha appealed to the
members to rise above partisan
politics while discussing exam
paper leaks. “When a question
paper is leaked, it does not
merely violate the secrecy of the
exambutalsoerodesthetrustin
the system... So I request that
this issue not be measured on
theyardstick of politics. The stu-
dents are not asking who be-
longs to which party. She is ask-
ingifher hard workissecureand
ifshewill getjustice. Parliament
has to answer this question,” he
said. Calling paperleaksarecur-
ring national problem, Jha said:
“Paperleakisnotanewissue.In
different times, under govern-
ments of different parties, such
issues have comeup. The biggest
cost of this is paid by students.
This is not a question of the fail-
ure of a party or government; it
is a national challenge. Its sol-
ution should be found with ana-
tional perspective.”

“
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PM meets President

| President Droupadi Murmu with PM Narendra Modi at Rashtrapati Bhavan, Thursday. The meeting comes

days after the President returned from a tour of Moldova, North Macedonia and Romania. x/@RASHTRAPATIBHVN

With CJP stir, Gen Z caught the BJP off guard. Can the Opposition make it count?
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WEEKLY INSIGHT INTO WHAT'S CHANGING
IN NATIONAL POLITICS - AND WHY

MANY AGREE that if the BJP
had sent emissaries -- even
members of the Delhi Govern-
ment --early on toJantar Mantar
to talk to fasting activist Sonam
Wangchuk and the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) leaders, who
were then holding a sit-in there
to demand accountability over
the NEET exam paper leak, the
crisis would not have escalated
asitdid.

The BJP government mis-
read the GenZ protests and mis-
calculated its response to the
situation, which haslandeditin
aspot.

The Monsoon Session of Par-
liament was supposed to be
about a renewed push for the
constitutional amendment
legislation linked to the Delimi-
tation Bill the Narendra Modi

government had failed topassin
the House in April. But now, with
the CJP-led student protests
forcing the resignation of Dhar-
mendra Pradhan as the Educa-
tion Minister, this may prove to
be trickier. Even the Opposition
INDIA bloc parties such as the
DMK and NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar), which were keeping all
options open on the issue, have
suddenly become more ambiva-
lent about it.

Unlike the setback for the
BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, whenitstally dropped, the
challenge for the party thistime
isdifferent.

Asection ofthe BJPcadreap-
pears to be disappointed that a
powerful Prime Minister such as
Modi, seen to be loath to act
under pressure —thoughhedid
withdraw the three farm laws
afterayear-longfarmer agitation
at Delhi's borders — was com-
pelled todrop Pradhan. It would
have been another story if Prad-
han had quit at the outset and
taken a high moral ground.

A misjudgement?
The government seemed to

have misjudged the extent to
which the paper leak row exer-
cised the minds of students,
which wasnotlimited tojustthe
NEET aspirants. Some ministers
saw it as an “inconsequential”
issue, claimingthatit rather gave
the students “more time to pre-
pare”, little realising the cost, un-
certainty and “trauma” it meant
for them and their parents.

Other BJPleaderssaw GenZ
as a small, “westernised” group
of youngsters living in metros,
away from parents and detached
from their “sanskar”. The critical
online comments against the
BJP and the PM by some party
functionaries' children in
Odisha or UP show that these
youths should not be taken
lightly.

The modest rallies of CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke in differ-
ent cities after he arrived in the
country in early June, and only
a few hundred people at Jantar
Mantar in the early days of
Wangchuk’s hunger strike,
might have lulled the govern-
mentintobelieving that the CJP
did not have much youth sup-

port.
| B

CJP supporters celebrate Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation, at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi last week. PRAVEEN KHANNA

The ruling camp's biggest
miscalculation could be the use
of forceby the policetobringthe
protesters to heel, which often
turned out to be counter-pro-
ductive. Buoyed by the BJP's
heady success in West Bengal
and the ease with which regional
Opposition parties such as the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
the ShivSena (UBT) were subse-
quently split — bringing two-
thirds majority in Parliament
within striking distance — the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

government chose to deal with
the protesters with a heavy
hand.

If there is one thing that has
taken the row to every middle-
class home in India, causing
widespread angst, it is the vis-
uals of the police lathi-charge
and tear gas shelling on July 20,
the opening day of the Monsoon
Session. This was not like an
anti-CAA agitation that the BJP
could ignore. The middle class
hasbeen the core of Modi’s sup-

portbase and he canill afford to
antagonise them.

The PM eventually decided
tolet Pradhan goin abid toend
adeepeningcrisis. The BJPbrass
did not want heated sentiments
of GenZ, who account for about
aquarter ofthe population, toin-
fluence the nextyear's Assembly
elections in several states, in-
cluding UP, Punjab, and Gujarat.

Didthe Opposition miss
achance?

While the protests were
spearheaded by students, they
have given a new heart to an
otherwise demoralised Opposi-
tion. Any growing discontent
against the governmentislikely
to benefit the Congress, the lar-
gest Opposition party, morethan
the regional parties that have
weakened lately. The visuals of
Rahul Gandhibleeding fromthe
nose whilebeingdragged by the
police from his dharna outside
the PM’sresidence, and of Akhi-
lesh Yadav being similarly
whisked away, may have created
a resonance in UP and other
states.

Such moments come rarely

Kolkata

inthelife of acountry and unfor-
tunately, the debate that was
meant to flag off new ideas for
education reform by parliamen-
tarians became a Rahul versus
Modi affair yet again.

What will CJPdo?

The CJP may retain its hold
overalarge number of youthifit
focuses on their specificissuesto
keep up the pressure on parties
and fashion a new narrative to
catalyse a change. But those
seekingachangeinthe2029 Lok
Sabha polls are more likely to
look to the Rahul Gandhi-led
Congress.

It is too early to reach any
conclusions, though. The BJP
has a record of undertaking
prompt course-correction and
has already brought an
amended anti-paper leaksBillin
Parliament to ensure stricter
punishment for the guilty. It has
sacked 47 National Testing
Agency (NTA) officials and the
PM has also announced a high-
powered task force on exam re-
formsled by Nandan Nilekani.

Whether these measures are
enough will depend on the gov-

ernment'sresolve toimplement
them. Given the expanding pri-
vatisation of educationaswell as
the RSS's high stakes in the sec-
tor, thisisnot goingtobe an easy
task. And yet, this may become
Modi’s moment if his govern-
ment can go beyond tokenism
and cometo grips with the issue
of long-pending, much-needed
reforms in the education sys-
tem, which could hold out real
hope for GenZ.

If nothing else, the protests
have shown that Gen Z is a
spirited, resilient cohort con-
cerned with theirissuesand hav-
ingan ability toworkasacollec-
tive. They stood firm on their
demand for Pradhan’s ouster
and yet showed a flexibility to
come to an agreement with the
government.

A crucial takeaway remains
the point that changeis possible
through peaceful and demo-
cratic means. That is no small
gainin 2026.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
coveredthelast 11Lok Sabhaelections.
She is the author of How Prime Min-
isters Decide.)




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

FRIDAY,JULY 31,2026 9

1. WieT ND: WBNVUMIDINIeT-Z126-27

2. HieT NO: WBNVIUMIDINIET-24/26-2T
Thia Registrar of Vidyasagar Univeesaty invites onling
Peroentagn rate a-lender for diflerani Gkl works in {ha
anrmpun of Vidyasagar Linivemily, Deiais inlormistion can be
obrlmirdd froem (e Wsbsiin: Bapwilendam, oy in
SR 0 & 81 NG R bsEn Closing dale arm

1AF0ES203E a1 15000

Registrar, Vidyasagar University
ik 315 ey | TALAPARK BRANCH
D) gutotpuots) e v e

FPOSSESSION HOTICE |For Issmovabkés propeetyls]
B T A [V recsd Wil Pl 01 o e Sy
Imec=si Erfnscementi Bules, 20013)
Treuraars o eed Bein g e Al oripas Cericar of e Band of Barod &, Telag e Brasch
Kalkais - TO00 uncer the Securmeston and Heconsinesan o Fnancial Rssels amd
Enfeg gy sl Secusdy Interest Ao 2P0 and oy dapifisd of prawers & poderea iy rke
saciio 134013 read weth Hole 2 o Hhe Sty inle - 2
iEsiped 3 Daman Nabce dae) 3002 2025 caling epob Pe Barasr MR .TANMOY
DRESUPER 31 mpay g amodt) mentionnsd m0e nobor beng BT, a8, 164, 30
[Ruigirs Thidlesm Lakh Farly Dae Thassed i iedosd Siely Foer and Paisa
Theee Zeep Only) ane as on 30,92.2025 |isclusive f Inlefest op o §3.92.2025)
taputher wilk furlbar onepplisd (eteeesd (hersan asd olier charpas B e
eentracial iz ples casls, sharges snd exgenses 11 aie of paymast w1z 50

day= o bee dria ol recespl of L sand aphics.

T B Gusramors Morigasrs Rawing Sk o sepsy 10 omaun. aptice s
el preen 4 (e Banower i 5e Pushe imgereral e the unders gnad has lbken
Rk ERT ol T property descetied hasain Aokt in @eatcia of paeds canlemad on
fiamihiet under sub-sectian (4 of Secton 1301 Be A read with Hoks 0 of the Sscunty
Inferes ERforcemant Fules, 200 on i tha SRR ey ol Jalg ol the yase 7055

Thes Barrorwes G arantoe s/ Mo |gRoers mparScolar and the gibas n pened & heeby
it Fisdd el checal With Hd e pty il 30 daalings Wil e eopartinde| will ha
szigect @ tha chage of Bask of Barada, Tatapack Sranch Kelkata - 703030 far an
Ao o R 1300164 30 Repees Thidesn Lawd Forly Do Touieng Om
Hendred Sty Fourasd Paise Three Zese Oulp) and as on 53,12 085 (rehs e al
mbered vp lo 13 1 E 2025 and uragplied inleran! tharean ind ofer chages 31 e
zeriraciual rale plus cosls, aharges 2nd expenses Al d afe of paymasl

The Brroesess sEnl0n g idiad D T prosdsns gl se-sscion () of eacion 1301
sha ficl inn=gect of e Sme avalshie, io redeem the seconesd psspin

Dascrplion of the Immovable Pragerly

A P ane Sares ol Equelable Mangage o B Lasd and beldng hisg amd
Sargalid w18 Kepaa- Morai A 0U5R, Difica KidsmEegat i, T Bo - 12, JL M-
B, L FoDag B - 812, LR Kratian Ko - 200 and LED, deasusng Aboet 07 Codzh 13
Ghiacks [0 Sq F1L dong wili shucies dendng thersh, 3ong with Be ght al
rasmmisl and Camiman passage aachad therem, wiftin B 4§ — Duftapuier, ardar
Ghotn Jarpbi Gras Panciasal, NMurcipaity Giy — Barisil - | Detnet Morih 24
Parganas, ‘West Bengal- TAIPAE, pegparty b thenpmaz gl My, Taamary Desgapla, Wide
Deend e #17RA 7. Bumed aad Sosnded 45 ollews: Onthe Rarth Dy B 7 wide
Ermmdn Fissagi, On tha So By ; Ofhars Progerty, (o tha Eagt By | Lard il Bapi
Sara Oniha Mem By : Cwwer's Poperty and & Feet mide soax

[rate; 29,87 2004 {Rish Murnar VMarma)
Plags: Molisis Chief Manager, Aathorised Officer
Bask al Bareds, Talapark Branch

EASTERN RAVLWAY

Veasrmata Jijabai Technological
Institute (VITI)
Matunga, Mumbal - 400019

ROTICE INVITING TEMDERS

L]

Terelar v (maded Sore pariradoeyinme wish ssbeon) oqeersacs S The sark
Privading and marmasing ey baiading  plong the boandary GF ki P &
Lofr{rin

The diengder documens & inlarmatioe v avallahle
e imolrierglen, gracin

=0 werd it aim K

Lassdaie bar ss brimion of T per o T b Aepoed 0055 = 500 prry Sdf-
Eppusrar
WTTI, Rriongs, Mumbsl 10

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, SIGURI
£rid Foor, FCM Rerwer, Ird Mie Seraocs Flaad, Sigun
ICASE MORCEIRE S AR SRG FROM TOMWT 0T
B THE RATTER OF

WEST BENGAL GRAMIN BANK
W5

DOMEAL EDUCATION SOCIETY
SuLE ROTICE
They ol iTviiaia] prageity well Ded il Ing el @-@iaon [N Wedl poits
Bkl st P ARG 15 WHERE 157 Ivees e seoswsny' of Centifigls amaenl in
| Besezsigiion of the Propery
| The merigaged propediy seaseiing 430 decimals al lnd, sl &l ikgs-

| Deenkcd, PO-Domkel, PE-Dombel, Disbict-Murchiishad, PIK-TEIEE within |
| Domiol Municipalty, WauraDomiel. J1. Wo. 2. L 8. Piot Mos. 370 & 8915 LR |

_ Khafkan Ko, 8115.7 |

| [abe and e af e-2uction: Bith Soptemizer 2126 between 1500 hes{1 Pt 16001 |
PN reverrs wilh S Lem eod e o) B [len| merides, 89 a2 O conduotnad

| The Rreserve Price o fxed of A= © 58 IT 0005 (Rupsss Thity Four Lakh Twenty
| Sewen Thousand andy)

I |8 Exmerat Maney Depesit [EVMD- END Rs. ¥ 3400005 [Hupses Thes Laks Fordy _
_ Theae: Thoimans gl Tho mlending porchasors are requred |2 pay Eamest Maney _
Capazatin Fornl of Derrsnd DrafFay Qedsi EFTRTUSFusd Trans ke i foliesisg hark
“ Mol
| Hank Nadme: Wizl Basgal Sramin Sk
“mﬂ._n_._ Adcersx Wos! Bergal Cramin. Ban - Wvrshidated Ragony! ofioe. 48,
| Hiyasarsk  Road gmsbazar, FO aod P=- Biovhampona, FIR-TAZ101, Okl
| ik
¥ Account Rame: ATEEMEET SOLLECTION AR Booodnl Membor SEDEIEI 11811
_ F5C Cofer PUNEORAD DGR, Mebure ol Acommt KEFT Colection zozon

Bank Cficial Contact: bl Bl Bawes

[Mhacha: MTERTT 0] Emvall necoeey rrainoEhatab bar i)

|G Bl Snc reseanks frocresrasiol b waioe b e sade s 1oed 2 Rs: 10000 (Fupoes s
_ Thessaredj & im rikiphs hg e of

| |0 Regirimtion snd Sebnizsien of Bld e ceriopansiniendrg purchaen 30 {
_ recessory eguind W scbmit dely sigred and Biod up Saceora- | 6 1l of he Sabl |
| Procismaion 1 I Recosiry DRRcarn e o of Delriz Racsesny Tridenal, 2KD Floo, |
“ POS Tiraed . 2t blba S Piwad . Sibgani oot b D'y 50 Saqifiorydes 2000 by A (61 P, M
Loytban 1600 hourn HE PRY song with supporiig documasl sl prood of EMO G

d 3inn asler
Bank of Baroda

Crdrinsaganest e fofioeeng Bomower | Guaantor,

TALAPARK BRANCH
29111 A, Northern Avenue, Kolkata- 700030
{West Bengal)

DEMAND NOTICE

Dierrand Matomus U3 [2althe Searteains and Batonstrucson o Fnensal oo aar Enfercerne of Sscunsy nteres] 8o, 2002 pasied by e Back of Barmsdaas Seaned

........ —— ——
Diks of Madics Ramp & Addeess of faciity { Limk | Bz ity Aegriiavraid wafih
gy Bsrvowi | Guienii o Rato of Interent ) brial desmerption of Secerties
Amaoni Suistandisg
{1352 Nafcs (A1 Legal Heirs of Late Chiranji Saba, 50170 Jesmm Hausing Lean Eguiiable mortgage of Self-contaimed Flat Ho 202
____.._.- |, Datandrn Magar, Moljhadl, Soath Dum Dum Nodth Limit on the 2nd Noar Soulh Easd Side of RCT Irama
AT JEATSIGA, T NI A b Rv. TO0N- | ity roofed G5 storisd residential busiding &
{Sumitra Saba, H1NTY Jessora Road, Oetendm Wagar, ACL- T, proch k prativa™ of tha of B
Ll CHEMER iy S Dom Dum, North 24 Paganas, P | Amowl | messuing super bl up area 339 5q R siiated
{TIOTH Vel B pal thitstardizg i
Sum e Saka ; M ; 16, T
S L S s s v | gy Mo, 0 2386 e 1 T
lapa Dot (L, Hear Malancha K G School Raraghat, Nadls, Pin- | ples Teraer Inrest T - e
tenross | 74120 WestBengal ard altwr eharges | 105 DrEsenl Holding No 1393, 5.HHK.B. Saran| RS
{all Logal Heirs of Late Chiranjb Saka, Rempopal Murssi | wel. 20072026 | Dum Dum Ward Nooi2, Kolkata-700074 wnder
[Lavw, Mear Malancha K.G Schoal Rareghal, Mada Pin- | Gwayenisgr. |[Soulh Dwm Dum Monkcipslty wnder ADSR-

1721207 Wyl Bangal

(il Lagal Hedes of Late Chirgn|ib Safa, Fal Mo 20E, 2nd
{Flnar, Prafva Holding Mo, 1350, 5 H 6B Saran, Dsd- oth
|28 Parganas Socth Dum Dum Musicipalty, Poe707e
{Pesd B

“m:___.mn____ Bahi, Flal No20Z, 2a] Fleod Pl HEGg
|80, 13%3. S HH B Samn, [El- Mo 34 Pamanas South
i Ehums Oum Murdzipaliy, Bin-To000 L West Bancay

{Sumitra Saha. Utrayan Gomple. S0, Blockob, Dum Dum
{Fnad, Kodieria- PO Wiast Bangal

(| Lesgal e of Lale Chirsnjib Saha, Uirayan Cospex,
| 300, Bpck-A, Do Dum Rinad, Kinkestp-TI0074 Wi Sergal

A3 |mclusiva al

imierest s an
1ROT-20 00

Capsiporn Dum Bum, Dist Noeth 24 Parganas. The
fared in bubted and bounded as follows:- Sorth.
Propery of Subhazh Das Swnr MrBswac and
v, Outta, Essb 120 Wake Boad, Wesl & Ghase
Tha fla1 i bufied and heundad by [achaal); Morth:
Slar, Lobby & LN, South: Open oSk, East Dpen o
Sloy, ‘Wt Cber Flai

gt ey aeelabde b hebank inchiding niadon of legalacion

e imvile pour atiention o subeiecion T 5ol e said Ad mlems of wisch you ane hared from irnsfermng a0y of the seoimed assel radented 1o in para 1
ahorm by wary of sale, lmase or ofanwisn (other than in the ordinarny codrse of usiness|, withcu] chiaining our prgs welien consen. We may add that non-
nom pilanog wih e above: prowvision conlained insection 13013 of the sad Aot s anofance punkshabls undar seclion 28ofthe Ao

We turtrar it youT Btiention fo Eih sschon I3 of secion 13.0f 1he sairact-n ferms of wich w00 may rededm e secyned assets, 1 the amouni of dues
tivgpsthies with sl coste. cherpea and sxpentas moumsd By [he Bani s lendecod by pwou, &t any §me belona the debe of pabdcaton of noGa far publc
|auctientind ) gualabirmlisnde (pivateinsaly. Plessa note thal aler poblcalion of e nofice as abows, wier ighl i redes Be secunsd ashets wil not be

{avaiatin

Date of Publication: 31,07 3006

{'ou s commalied defaul] in repaymeni ol tredif faciily meslionsd sbove wilh fuher nleses] Al e aggeed rile avaied om ow branch & menlonedin e
aboue. The bank nas isssed rotice under the s2id Aol to'you o nepay the outstanding amount i the above mentioned fabie. Tre Demand Hosces sentio
Brorrrrvan' Guaranior addeess by registened post hias besn retumed wrserend. Yiou anetaled upan tn pay e duns fogetharwith interes] within 1) days from
e e o thes mgbos Teekng whics esk wil he corngiained 0 ananses nghtof Endpecament of Satunly migeeal 8 againet e secummd aessts e i he
gehadula of Secirtizakon &) Resonshudion ol Financis! Azsals and Enloecamenlol m__w._u.__._:_ nlereal At F002 . Tie rGlics & wilhed prepadicn | - ke

{Ritesh Kumar Verma)
Chief Managor, Awthorisad OMioor.
Bank of Barads, Talagark Branch

t=pishraion Decausn onky mepalesed paricoans inlendeg prchasen, can o in and
perlipane I g-ALshion Howeser bidoers one s allowed 1 susmitdily sigaed ana Bisd
| =p b ferm and Seckaakon it POF Format pleeg Wi piond of ERD |6 the Razoeary |
| DBy T e Tt Bareia chaba s v, S b 'will B dvco bd e el i |
| Side e brre. Thin user f Bd ossedtd il Be decly dei e gy |
| percisentsiriending punchasers wils Eithatdricizns. ¥ o for bagm and meticgaling s
e AudioT on =ee oo id iy ha E-Mcis Senece proader Do faimg |
The clsr chtie. pew) Sertres nd cordioss of e sake i rvirckolie o the prochrmion o |
i thaat hevs b upicadad on hidpeod- sUctonag e ne wat o
Parperly&a% [u et on agpoit i bl i IV, ) Sirwas, (Violiie DETEETD|
Emat moowveny mecmeba b ankun) mn or befiore 1< Boplember 2076 ry 4100 FM |
Euring 118K o4 PR s wncslsg s _
Rcospary DMcerd |
ORT Sligan |

Tendei Wolice Mo JI7-80%W a0
@iad  IANAT.FOFE Fallessy
d-|aiidein wid iAsibedl arhine B
T mieti Fmioky Slatiagar Ladmes TORRENT TORRENT PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED
pohicial) _....“____! i _._u._.._i,. PHARMA Bepisserod (MEice: " Avirai . Thaltej Shilnj Boad.
LY Fo T I Raihathe U TH N - 1 ly
Al L AU - Cigeaiar, Jiaks
i Nilian] wern  Teder Wa CTN: L24230G) 197 2FLOMIZ 26 i e - e
LUREER LB P Websrie-www fommemipharma com _..b.. i __._ ..___J.._..”,_n“._._._.....
A Besaiiah | Corstrpeisin of M [amail: i 1reerv pes i inrresiphuma com il
Tmene | mdiv Hegaing Maem of . F
ety Ler g e Extract of Consolidated Finanela] Resulie for tee Quarter ended Jume 30, 2024
Beai pafoie s 1A BRI LD e _H N |
wifilgl ] A 9 peaw Hells - . e — I 5 vt -
AOH Brsion e S35, 3 ..._“,......n | _q Uuarter Ended Yenr Enaled Quurter Ended |
sullEl no 4 nass AN Dewad i Parficulars | dwmne 50, 2020 | Wareh 501, DUIR | Jmne 5, 2025 |
Cugs ulbim gexd BE ALD a0 e _ | Ussudired A bed Umaudiced _
e T e e e ] oiurtll | AL e
Oopo? anslh Ipmeieg 4 an of R m._._."._m_._ -......._.._”J.... q.__..q.._ Hoa' i Lt = _ ..,_..ﬂ_h.._. | ._.me.__. . .”_.. _.“. |
capanity 1 HD WLD mdicey aseg ..,,.“...r.q.q.._..“__..___ ._.h.__:_._r:. L _._...._....,..Im T il E1 ]
ol MEOSILATy Pidd s I ks of hi ___q. Ay il excepional ks
ree awEl @rd Sacheme of B _?"r._ ﬂ___....1__ P sl low the [ | -1 SuT -1y
wIRer, IosEan o) vates Temer ] s .
Valus: Fa 2 B0 10 Bl
Ap 570500 Complebon peocd ulo] 2138 Ak
L L - * B T e PTTY
fima =l closing af iendges -ML._" __._.u_n.“.n H.._.__
1008 2000 sk TRO0 ke Das L I&h 21 16025 168 21
fime ol =pening =i Eesder s
Fh OB 302N Al 1500w Tesder b Ba2ik
dacsmernd il nifisr defmes o ._“..Luqﬂ_m::..,.lr._ ahani
araiubie W wiwippe v e Tee f L
Bitding & In b sshoriied Heoegh __..._..Lu__._. ..u.."n_._ ._._”.. wach)
Stanieing on stess e T ARLITH T iy TR | ote e LTI
pHedn will §e sunEnee ey | _w..._u..r i __._.ﬂ._ i4 .-.”...“ 1 TR 114
Db T _ bt | i T) 14.57 192 .14
lade bl @ de el § T
s A W i Aol
iu__ru.l_.lln_.'mlil.- I Moty detaals of stamdadors: Tiiaodmal fesolis ol Torresd Phunsaeaatsils Lamied
hi:liiﬂi; 1% in emes)
irler Endid Year Endéd Duaiter Emded
Particulars [ dmne 0, 3026 Mloech 20,2026 | dune M), 2025 |
£ _ Umandited  Audited, Rostated | Audited
w. bl imcanbe Eroe Spernliols L1158 [1422 16 |
m : Dol befon: s o L 221 T |
.Du. 5 rafie akter lnx +492 =34 ] |
5 I Toinl comprebensive income S84 1 REY | 524
s [~ & 2 The abewe 33 an eatror of the demiled format of Fmancinl Besults for the gaaner ended June
Lo H.m A0, 2020 Tiled wirk Soeck Exchanges wndir Regalaion 33 ol 1he 5F (Lt _“.____.._..L_r:_.. el
&= nm 7 Disclasure Regememenis) Begulmices, 3015, The full formoi of the same, olong with the notes
_...n.m ar avalebde on sy iecindEcoom, nopew bropendin comm amd on the Company's webaine (UEL
= wren Aot nipha e oo ninvesiora Ninsmcal -l dooquameglv-resalinr f, The st con b aeeeisiod
R b e T el - gua
wL._ T by scanuing the R code providied below,
=
— _ For TORRENT PHARMACELTICALS LIMITED
.&_ ANIAN NMIEHTA
Place @ Almedabnd, Ciujnre Monageng [irector
. Deade : July Ji, 2d2& DRI R T

& Chola

WHEREAS

interast and other chamges

charges and ssperses befme cobbcation of Sl

BL HAME 4D ADDRESS

OF BIREATR &

LA RECTILMT
RLIMHER

_ CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
CORFORATE OFFICE ; "CHROLA CREET", G54 & 65, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka Indesirial Estabe., POSSESSION
Gy, Channgl - BOD 332, Indla
REGIDHAL OFFRCE - 55 & 551, Chawringh2e Read, dih Floar, Chewdinghes Caurl.
Opg. Kahre Chindren’s Museem in Radindra Sadan, Koliata - 700 670, WA

Trw uncssigred peing the Authorsad Offcer of Mg Chofamerstsles imoesiment fing Fingnce Comgany Limblesd uncer the Sscomisabon sl
Tacraraiusion of Fnandd Asses and Enfomemenl ol Samily Insrast Aol 2007 herelsaler cofbed the Aol and n asarmisa ol prwere confamed undis
Beslun 13H12) seid with Bulie 3 00 U Secusdly intiinsl [Erficamang] Rl 213 piusd demand solois on Fe dale serioned e eccounl cilng
tapom the mspeoive Bortraers. [0 repay Be culsianding amound mith imenesl fhereon wihen S days from the dee of reosiptol e said mobo=

Trms Bizitopmraa hwang fadead In figeay Iha dncmirm. nofon o el gean G the Bamimeears N pefocan ad The Bz in il Tl S uralersag el hec
taken Physical Possession ol the propsiss morigaged with the Gompeny desctibed hessin befow on the respective dales meniored agains! aoch
Acefusirl i drarcse of Pl powirs Lotfamad on Rim oo Secion 134] of P Aol desd Wil Ride 3 of thia Bl e Mg i

Tre Bomosers i parioular ang the Puciio in generai are horshy, oaulared nol o ceal
el B suilgeest 20 e chags ol Chelasmandilim Investmes And Finence Cosga

Lok sactecd 13[E] o ihe Sdiumimnarton Bt this boearsing  can raciam e satused atial by paament of the erlbe ousianeisg mckding al mu_-

DESCRIFTION OF THE IMWCAVABLE PROPERTY

with fre propeies menionesd horem betow and any sech dealinga
ny Lartibed For Gn @amourn meslicned el aad atodunl aeng wih

PHYSICAL

NOTICE UNDER

RULE B(1)

A) DATE OF DERA KD NOTIGE w.
B} QUTSTARDING AMOUNT o

Azun Kumar 5il {agpiicant)

19, Bagtaiain, Binc [ 0080 A Baghamkn
Rl Vi Berigel Fin - 700032

App 3t Nt @ock, Bapwr Sanemor

sSosdhy S Pargarae, e _.__.._q-ﬂ.. P - FHITAE
Sakuntals 5H | Co-dgalicanty

Mainfi Block, Rajpur, Soearpur

sngth 24 P g ._.m._..ﬂ_”r.:...w_._. Py - MHIAE

1 | Loan Aseousd Mo, | RIHEOHLDSODT10E2E | AN Fal L) massnng sbod | Cotah B Cleliscks sed 4
Bg. FL fogether wih sbuckores slarding thoreon femig
part ol Dog Mos. 865 66 & BEE urder Khatisn kes dd; 675
BT i Mosrs - Chasheti, B0 5 & 238, 4 LMo, T8
under P 5. - Sonapur in ba Dising = Soulh 24 Pargacas
precesniy anoem. ptel mumberad @ funicps Hosding B
d2H [ad pad Tae' v Murszeal Wand Moo B (is s Desd

Rla VL Doy i Wt | B Wik Cornircn Plininga

Ch DATE OF PHYSCAL wuu%

| )
B 36,6202 0.
o

B) Ra. 2234 953,00
(i s TevEly Thats Lot m,g.
Foiur Thowsand hine Hundred
Pyt Sinm Tinlyh s on 1005,
Azl imlerest |hamon

7 |Lodn Asctus] Mo, : MLDTOKLS0 M0 TIES

drindam Buyhur i(Apphcand],

Fearaiprgm, Mavinreiapur, Near & G, Sceopol, Apnidangs
kith 24 Pargisas, West Bangal, Pin - T4 3280

A Legal Heie of Rangan BMuborn |Co-Agedicant)
Fearpsiangs, fdutireinoue, Noch 3 Pacganas

Wiliza? Baiisil, P - TA3EA0

and Viprd Mo, 24 (a5 por T} wihin e Emdls. ol Sajpur
Sonarpu 1.__|-._H__:_._u._u The Property s butbed wuu:n_ & ﬁ“ﬂ“ﬂﬂﬁdﬁu_ﬂsg
boundied By « On the Fotn @ 10 sde Cowmon Fassags, o —
On e Gorath ¢ Pol Mo, 20 On e East @ Land of Plol e
Q3
. = ey
A i peecn e pancel of nd ne i ing h“o__ ALAT. 1020358 a
Oecima akong wiih siuciure standing heeon | 8} Rx. 370039800 o

lrg cana pRumied al Moagpm -
conmipgraad in . L Mo, 179, Toewsi- 3953 R, |
and. L R Dog Ne 1970 commaponding o |
A O5& L R Rhaten Mo 35871 wihic #e |
limdts o Waclandour Groee: Faschayal. POE « |
Hora, ADSR - Hatrm, DS#L - Bararal TARINCE | o) fat f Pry dical Posiaaia |

Bt
B g, | (e Twenly Soaen L2y

T Hunclind dgivwrty Eghil imly)
s o OF. 10,2825 and ailenast
Ll ik

I arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.
Inform your opinion with

detailed analysis.

ADMISSION
NOTICE

En
R&

Engineering (Model

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

website www.diat.ac.in

M. Tech in Industrial Systems

Engineering For

Working Professionals — 2026

Application Deadline: 23/08/2026

Defence Institute of Advenced Technology is an autonomous organization, fully
funded by the Department of Defence Research & Development, Ministry of
Defence established with the objective of imparting Post Graduate Education in
ingaring and Applied Sciences on thrust area relevant to Defence, Industries,
and to conduct research in the Core areas of Defence Technologies
DIAT invites applications for the M.Tech in Industrial Systems Engineering
for Warking Professionals.

1. M.Tech in Industrial Systems
Based Systems
Engineering)

2, M.Tech in Industrial Systems
Engineering {Radar Systems and
Technologies)

The M.Tech in Industrial Systems Engineerng for Working Professionals is a
weekend program that does not affect regular working hours. Detads of the
programme, apphcation form and other larms and condibions are available on the
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Kerala UDF reverses
stand on PM SHRI, cites
need for Central funds

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July 30

KERALA'S RULING Congress-
led United Democratic Front
(UDF) Thursday decided toim-
plement the Union Govern-
ment's Pradhan Mantri Schools
for Rising India (PM SHRI)
scheme in state-run schools —
a significant U-turn for a coali-
tion that had once strenuously
opposed it.

After a UDF meeting on
Thursday, alliance convener
and Congress MP Adoor Pra-
kash said the coalition had de-
cided to implement the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party-led Centre’s
PM SHRI in Kerala schools.
“The previous LDF government
had signed an MoU with the
Centre. Hence, the present gov-
ernment cannot withdraw from
it. The UDF government will
take forward the project to get
the fund, which isnotamagna-
nimity of the Centre. A UDF
sub-committee will finalise the
schools where the project hasto
be implemented,” he said.

It is a significant departure
from the UDF’s previous stance.

As Opposition, it had criticised
the scheme, accusing the pre-
vious LDF government of facili-
tating the Sangh Parivar's “saf-
fronisation” of education by
signingthe MoU with the Centre.

Ally TUML’s, one of the
scheme’s most vocal critics,
stance is also softened, which
now holds the education port-
folio. In the run-up to the polls,
the IUML had warned that the
scheme would be “abandoned”
if it was voted to power. They
justified this by arguing that
Kerala needs the central funds
while safeguarding the rights
in the field of education.

The shift comes at a time of
financial constraints and rising
education arrears in Kerala,
which stand at Rs 1,466 crore. It
has prompted the LDF and
UDF governments to change
their previous positions.

InKerala, 33 Kendriya Vidya-
layas and 14 Navodaya Vidya-
layas are part of the scheme.
Under PM SHRYI, states have to
bear 40% of the project expendi-
ture. Sofar, 13,095 schools, from
primary to higher-secondary
level, across 776 districts have be-
come part of the scheme.

Minister in RS: Potential
conflict of interestin
RDI Fund disbursement

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 30

THE COMMITTEE responsible
for selecting companies for re-
ceiving money from the newly-
created Research, Development
and Innovation (RDI) fund had
picked at least 15 companies in
which members of the commit-
tee themselves had a personal
stake, accordingtoinformation
provided by the government in
Parliament on Thursday.

In a written answer in the
Rajya Sabha, Science and Tech-
nology Minister Jitendra Singh
provided alist of seven members
of the committee who had per-
sonal stakes in these 15 com-
panies that have been among
those chosen for receiving
money from the RDI Fund. The
RDIFundisaRs1lakh crore cor-
pus created by the Centre last
year to promote research and de-
velopmentactivitiesand innova-
tionin the private sector, particu-
larly in high-priority areas like
deep-tech. The fund is meant to
provide long-term low-cost fi-
nancingtothe privatesector. The
funds are channelised through
what are known as second-level
fund managers (SLFMs).

These are a few selected or-
ganisations which have been
empowered to invest in private
sector companiesin the form of
equity, debt or both, using
money from the RDI Fund. Cur-
rent SLFMs include Technology
Development Board under the
Department of Science and
Technology, and Biotechnology
Industry Research Assistance

Council under the Department
of Biotechnology. Every SLFM
is supposed to have an invest-
ment committee for assessing
and vetting investment propo-
sals from the private sector
companies seeking funding
from the RDI Fund.

In response to a question by
Rajya Sabha member Praveen
Chakravarthy, Singh gave names
of seven members of the Invest-
ment Committee of the Tech-
nology Development Board who
had madeinvestmentsin atleast
15 entities selected for receiving
money from the RDI Fund.
Singh said that the TDB had a
conflict-of-interest policy for
members of the investment
committee, but did not specify
whatthis policy was, or whether
the selection of these companies
constituted aviolation of the pol-
icy. Theimplementation guide-
lines forthe RDIscheme say that
the investment panel “must be
constituted in a way that avoids
potential conflicts of interest”.

Itadded that the SLFM must
take care to ensure that there
was no conflict of interest in the
choice of specific projects for fi-
nancing, “given thelikelihood of
domain expertsonitsIC (invest-
ment committee) being inves-
tors in ideas and companies™. It
is also not clear if any of the
members of the investment
panel named in Singh’s response
in the Rajya Sabha participated
in the decision-making process
that led to the selection of the
company in which they had in-
vestments, or they recused
themselves in any manner.

Maharashtrato withdraw FIRs
through regular legal process

Mohamed Thaver
& Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, July 30

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has decided to withdraw
FIRsregistered against individ-
uals who protested in support
of the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) over NEET paper leak
through the state’s existing
mechanism for withdrawing
cases arising out of political and
social protests.

It has directed officials to
complete the exercise in a
“prompt and time bound
manner” instead of the six
months to one year it usually
takes for such withdrawals.

The cases, however, will not
be closed immediately. In-
stead, they will follow the pre-
scribed legal route in which the
police will complete the inves-
tigation, file chargesheets and
thereafter the prosecution will
seek permission from the court
to withdraw the cases after the
proposal clears two govern-
ment committees.

“The cases will be with-
drawn as per the procedurelaid
down in the Government Res-

CJP founder accuses BJP of issuing
threats, ruling party denies charge

Pune: Alleging threats from
BJP, CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke on Thursday said he was
pressured to either join the
party or risk being shot dead.
“Ihave received many offers
from them (BJP). ButIwon’tjoin
BJP. If I wanted to join BJP, I
would have done it earlier,” he
said on Wednesday. “I also re-
ceived threats that it would be
better if I join BJP. They asked
me call offthe protest, otherwise,
‘we will beat you up and shoot
you'. Thisisthe verylanguage of
love of the Sangh and the BJP.”
Dipke said his family was
alsothreatened. “They said ‘we
will deal with your mother and
father. We will visit your home
and take care of this’... I asked

them ‘You are threatening a 30-
year-old youth?... You should
be ashamed of yourself.I mean,
what are you doing?” He, how-
ever, did not name astowhois-
sued the threats.
Reactingtothis, BJPspokes-
person Keshav Upadhye said, “It
is completely false that he was
threatened to join BJP. He con-
ducted a protest, which he did
from his perspective... Thisdoes-
n'tmeananyonegetstherightto
blurt out whatever they want...”
BJP minister Chandrashek-
har Bawankule said, “If any BJP
karyakarta threatened Dipke,
we'lltake action against him. He
should either reveal hisname or
notindulge in defaming BJP.”
MANOJMORE

olution (GR) governing with-
drawal of cases related to politi-
cal and social protests. Nor-
mally, the process takes a long
time, butin these casesit will be
carried out in a prompt and
time bound manner,” a senior

government official said.
Asked whether the govern-
ment had fixed a deadline, the
official said no specific timeline
had been set. “We cannot rush
through the procedure... every
legal requirement hastobe met.

But it will be completed as ex-
peditiously as possible,” the of-
ficial said. Another source said
the government was conscious
that any decision to withdraw
the cases could later be chal-
lenged in court and, therefore,
every procedural requirement
had to be followed.

Senior officials said the gov-
ernment had also examined the
option of filing closure reports
in the FIRs, but found it legally
impractical. Closure reports are
ordinarily filed when an FIR is
found to have been registered
due to a mistake of fact, when
evidenceisinsufficient orwhen
the offence remains unde-
tected. “We assessed the avail-
able optionsand decided onthe
most practical legal course for
withdrawing the cases. The
DGP was asked to take a deci-
sion accordingly,” a senior gov-
ernment leader said.

With the procedure now
clarified, police are expected to
begin probes and file charge-
sheets in nearly 20 FIRs regis-
tered in Mumbai, besides a few
others across the state.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Long after these UP mafia dons were
killed, their wives remain absconding

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, July 30

LASTWEEK, the Uttar Pradesh
Police lodged a fresh criminal
case against Afsha Ansari, the
wife of mafia lord-turned-
politician Mukhtar Ansari. He
died in Banda jail in March
2024; she has been “abscond-
ing” since then.

Inthat, Afsha has company.
The wives of two other known
mafia dons of the state are also
wanted by the UP Police since
the death of their husbands,
and have eluded the authorities
for even longer. Atiq Ahmed
and younger brother Ashraf
were gunned down in April
2023 while in police custody
and onlive TV. Apart from their
wives Shaista Parveen and
Zainab Fatima, respectively,
police have been looking for the
brothers’ elder sister Ayesha
Noori since then.

All four women, who are be-
tween the ages of 50 and 60, re-
main missing despite police an-
nouncing cash rewards for
information on their where-
abouts, including Rs 50,000
each for Shaista and Afsha, and
Rs 25,000 each in the case of
Zainab and Ayesha. All four are
accused essentially of playing a
“conspiratorial” role in the of-
fences carried out by the late
mafia dons. Police say they are
making every effort to track
down the women, including
pressuring them to surrender.

The latest case in which

Gurgaon-Jaipur corridor on NH 48
to go barrier-less from tomorrow

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, July 30

FROM AUGUST 1 and com-
muters will no longer have to
stop at any toll plaza to pay user
fees while travelling through
the Gurgaon-Jaipur corridor of
National Highway 48 (NH-48).
The corridor is set to be-
come a completely barrier-less
system starting Saturday. Offi-
cials said the Multi Lane Free
Flow (MLFF) tolling system on
Shahjahanpur toll plaza in Ra-
jasthanislikely to golive on Au-
gust 1. The MLFF is active on
Daulatpura and Manoharpura
toll plazas of NH-48. Shahja-
hanpur was the last toll gate in
the Gurgaon-Jaipur corridor
without the system in place.
The 270-km section on NH-
48isoneofthebusiestamongall
national highways. NH-48 runs
from Delhi to Chennai, covering
a distance of 2,807 kms and tra-
versing seven states. Officials
said once MLFF isimplemented
on Kukrola (shifted Khedki
daula)toll gate, the Delhi-Jaipur
corridor on NH-48 will become
barrier-less. MLFF is live on five
fee plazas: Choryasi (NH-48 in
Gujarat); Mundka (UER-II in

The 270-km section on NH-48 is one of the busiest among all
national highways. ExPRESS

Delhi); Gharaunda (NH-44 in
Haryana); Manoharpura (NH-
48 in Rajasthan); and Daulat-
pura (NH-48 in Rajasthan).
Apart fromthis, Indian High-
ways Management Company
Ltd THMCL) — NHATI’s tolling
implementation agency — has
awarded the MLFF contract for
12more fee plazas. These are Bo-
raich on NH-48 in Gujarat; Ne-
mili/ Sri Perumbadur and Che-
nasamudram on NH-48 and
Paranur on NH-45 in Tamil
Nadu; Kasepalli, Amakathadu
and Maruron NH-44 in Andhra
Pradesh; Chalakwadi and Hi-
wargaon Pavsaon NH-50in Ma-

harashtra; Madanpur on NH-31
in Assam; and Badarpur-Farida-
bad on NH-19 in Haryana.
Further, bids have been invited
for an additional 104 fee plazas.

Asperthe 2025-26 economic
survey, MLFF is projected to be
implemented across all four-
lane and above NHs and ex-
pressways by March 2029. In
MLFF, the high-performance
Radio Frequency Identification
readers and Automatic Number
Plate Recognition camerasread
the FASTag and Vehicle Regis-
tration Number to deduct toll
amount, negating the need for
vehiclesto stop at the toll gates.

Atig Ahmed’s wife Shaista Parveen; Mukhtar Ansari’s wife Afsha (R)

Afshawasbooked relatestoare-
volver obtained under an arms
licenceissued in her name. She
faces five other cases, including
one under the UP Gangsters
and Anti-Social Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, Ghazipur Super-
intendent of Police Iraj Raja
said, addingher properties have
been attached under the Act.

Shaista, Zainab and Noori
are wanted for alleged roles in
a murder conspiracy. Shaista
and Zainab were based in
Prayagrajwhen they went miss-
ing while Ayesha was living in
Meerut. Afsha is a native of
Ghazipur district.

The Ghazipur SP said:
“Afsha remains a wanted fugi-
tive and police teams are con-
ducting raids to trace her.”

Sources in the UP Police
said that after they received in-
telligence suggesting Afsha
could attempt to flee the
country, they approached Cen-
tral agencies, including the CBI
and Immigration Department,
forlookout notices against her.

The latest case against Afsha

was filed after a police verifica-
tion drive on firearms issued to
Ansari, his family members and
close associates, based on pur-
chase and sale records. The in-
quiry found that Afsha held an
arms licence in her name,
against which a revolver was
purchased and later sold and
another firearm acquired.
However, the records docu-
menting the purchase and sale
of the revolver were found tobe
missing from the archives of
the Ghazipur District Magis-
trate’s office, with police sus-
pecting the records were re-
moved in collusion with the
staff. Police said they have not
been able to trace the revolver
either, and believe papers re-
garding it were deliberately
concealed to facilitateitsuse by
members of the Ansari gang.
Apart from Afsha, the FIR
names Brij Narayan Ram and
Bhishm Singh Yadav, who
worked as record assistants
with the DM office. Ram is de-
ceased. Provisions of the Arms
Act have also been invoked

2018 flood rehabilitation
project: Kerala Vigilance
drops probe against CM

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July 30

THE KERALA Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption Bureau (VACB)
has dropped its probe against
Chief Minister VD Satheesanin
connection with the allegation
that he had collected money
from abroad in violation of the
Foreign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Act (FCRA) fora2018 flood
rehabilitation project.

Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala said VACB has
wound upits probe asthereisno
proof against Satheesan. “The
VACB has taken the decision to
close the case that the previous
LDF government had registered
against him. The allegation was
that he had travelled to the UK
and raised funds for the project
(called Punarjani, which was
conceived to rehabilitate flood-
affected people in Satheesan’s
constituency, Paravur),” he said.

“The probe has found that
fundswere handled by the Man-
appat Foundation (the corporate
social responsibility wing of the

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .
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Dubai-based Manappat Group)
and their FCRA account. Probe
revealed that Satheesan played
noroleinit. Hence, the case reg-
istered against Satheesan, under
section 7 (a) of the PCA, was
dropped,” Chennithala said.
He said the previous CPI(M)
government’s decisiontohand
over the case to the CBI was
politically motivated. “After
that, the VACB director had
examined the files and recom-
mended that the matter should
not be taken ahead. This clean
chit toSatheesan isnot because
of the change in the govern-
ment,” the Home Minister said.
The VACB probe started in
2023, while Satheesan was serv-
ing as the LoP in the Assembly.

against the accused.

Atiq Ahmed’s wife, sister
and sister-in-law are wanted in
connection with the February
2023 killing of a lawyer, Umesh
Pal, and his two police security
personnel, Sandeep Nishad and
RaghvendraSingh, in Prayagraj.
The attack had taken place in
broad daylight outside Pal’s
home, with gunmen opening
fire and hurling crude bombs.

The Prayagraj Police have
alsoregistered cases against the
three for failing to appear de-
spite being declared pro-
claimed offenders.

Ayesha’s husband Akhlaq
Ahmed, a doctor who used to
work at a Community Health
Centrein Meerut,isunder arrest
in the same case, charged with
giving shelter to one of the ac-
cused inthe Umesh Pal murder,
Guddu Muslim. Guddu remains
missing too. Atiq's two sons, Ali
Ahmed and Mohammad Umar,
are also in prison.

Incidentally, Guddu along
with Sabir, another accused in
Umesh Pal’s murder, figures
among the UP Police’s list of 30
most wanted. Both carry a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh each on their
heads. The four women are not
on the list, with Deepti Bahal
the only woman featuring onit.

A former college principal,
Bahal hasbeen on the run since
2019 and is accused of fraud al-
legedly amounting to Rs 4,500
crore in a bike taxi venture. She
isnamed in 118 cases lodged
across the country.

Modireviews safety
of seafarers, supply

chain constraintsin
extended CCS meet

ENS &PTI
New Delhi, July 30

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Thursday discussed
with agroup of senior ministers
the prevailing geo-political
situation in West Asia and
measures to keep supply chains
uninterrupted despite conflicts
surrounding the Strait of Hor-
muz, the Black Sea, the Red
Sea, and the Gulf of Aden.

The extended Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS) meet-
ing in Parliament House,
chaired by the PM, was attended
by permanent members, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Home Minister Amit Shah, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar, and Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, as well as
special invitees, Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister J P Nadda,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, Shipping Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Puri, official
sources said.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today chaired a meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
Security to review the situation
in the context of the ongoing
West Asia conflict and
measures taken by various
Ministries and Departments.
This was the 4th special CCS
meeting on the issue,” a state-
ment issued by the PMO said.

Cabinet Secretary TV Soma-
nathan briefed the CCS about
the present geo-political situ-
ation and spoke about the initi-
ativestaken toensure adequate
supply of petroleum products,
including LNG/LPG and ferti-
lisers, it said. The Cabinet Sec-
retary told the CCS that sources

for procurement of LPG have al-
ready been diversified and the
overall stock and supply posi-
tions of major petroleum prod-
ucts remain adequate.

Availability of adequate
crude oil has enabled Central
Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE)
refineries to operate at utilisa-
tion levels exceeding 100 per
cent, ensuring continued pro-
duction of petrol, diesel and
other petroleum products.

Initiatives have also been
taken to expand Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) connections, which
have resulted in a substantial
increase in subscriptions. The
government is also facilitating
industrial substitution of LPG
through expansion of the Na-
tional Gas Grid, augmentation
of LNG import and re-gasifica-
tion infrastructure, expansion
of City Gas Distribution net-
works, and time-bound pipe-
line and last-mile connectivity
approvals under the Pipeline
Infrastructure Order, 2026.

“During the meeting,
requirements for the fertilisers
for the ensuing Rabi season
were assessed, and alternative
sources of fertilisers were also
discussed. The PM said that all
measures be taken for ensuring
uninterrupted supply of ferti-
lisers,” the statement said.

The ministers gave presenta-
tions on their respective minis-
tries and steps taken by them to
ensure uninterrupted import of
all goods, including petroleum,
natural gas and fertilisers, they
said. The PM is learnt to have
given certain directions to the
ministers to ensure the safety of
Indians, India’seconomicinter-
ests and find ways to clear the
supply chain hindrances.

Attacks on Indian seafarersin
Black Sea unacceptable:

Jaishankar to Ukraine

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 30

IN THE wake of a merchant
vessel carrying 13 Indian sea-
farers being stuck near
Ukraine’s Black Sea coast, and
with continuous attacks on
cargoshipsin Black Sea, killing
several Indians, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar held
aconversation with his Ukrain-
ian counterpart Andrii Sybiha
and took stock of the situation.

Over the pasttwoweeks, sev-
eral Indian seafarers have lost
theirlives or are missing after the
ships came under attack from
both the Russian and Ukrainian
sides in Black Sea. Jaishankar
conveyed to Sybiha New Delhi’s
condemnation of such attacks
by any side involved in the con-
flict, callingthem unacceptable.

“Glad toconnect again with
FM Andrii Sybiha of Ukraine,
after our respective travels,” the
minister said, adding, “Dis-

Tz oy

's Sybiha

EAM S Jaishankar

cussed attacks on commercial
shipping and Indian seafarers
in the Black Sea. Such attacks
by any party are absolutely un-
acceptable and India con-
demns them unequivocally.”
Kyiv Thursday said they
have pitched for India to play
an “active role” in ending its
conflict with Russia. In a social
media post, the Ukrainian For-
eign Minister said he had a
“good” conversation with Jai-
shankar and that he briefed his
Indian counterpart about Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
recent visit to Washington DC.

ISRO & Japanese scientists review
mission Chandrayaan-5 preparation

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, July 30

A JAPANESE space delegation
on Wednesday held dis-
cussions with their counter-
parts at Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) to take
stock of the progress being
made on Chandrayaan-5 — a
joint mission to the Moon
scheduled for 2028.

Scientists from Japan’s
Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) visited the UR Rao Sat-
ellite Centre in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. The two countries
have been working on Chan-
drayaan-5 also known as Lunar
Polar Exploration Mission
(LUPEX), a first-of-its-kind joint
rover mission to the Moon. For
this project, ISRO isbuilding the
lander module, while JAXA is
developing the rover, the one
which will come out of the
lander module after landing
and move around on the sur-
face ofthe Moon, surveyingthe
topography and collecting data.

Themission will take offona
Japanese rocket, H3, and is
planned to carry seven scientific
instruments for carryingout dif-
ferent kinds of experiments. The

Kolkata

Gaganyaan-1
inprogress

Bengaluru: The assembly, inte-
gration and testing of the Crew
and Service Modules of the Ga-
ganyaan-1 human spaceflight
mission are nearing comple-
tion, Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh said in
awrittenreply in Lok Sabhaon
Wednesday. He detailed the
mission’s status, and com-
pleted tasks in his reply to Jai-
pur MP Rao Rajendra Singh.
Gaganyaan-1 uncrewed
mission was originally sched-
uled for launch in late 2025. It
was later pushed to the first
quarter of 2026. Singh had, dur-
ingthe Winter Session of House,
2025, said that the G-11launch
would take place before March
2026. But, ISRO is yet to release
the revised launch date. ENS

National Aeronauticsand Space
Administration (NASA) of the
US and the European Space
Agency (ESA) are also participat-
ing in this mission, and will be
mounting their payloads on the
rover. The ESAisdevelopingthe

mass spectrometer and NASA is
developing the neutron spec-
trometers. Chandrayaan-5 is
planned to stay on the Moon for
100 daysi.e. 3 and five months.
During their Wednesday
meeting, scientists of ISRO and
JAXA discussed the technical
co-ordination required for
Inter Spacecraft Communica-
tion of Chandrayaan-5. This
mission aims to study water
and water-ice both on the lunar
surface and the subsurface.
The two agencies took stock
ofthe onboard payloadsand on
the possible launch window,
which is likely to be in 2028.
Last week, JAXA successfully
performed the second Payload
Operations Simulation at Tsu-
kuba Space Center. The com-
plex operational scenario, in-
volving both spacecraft bus
and payload operations, were
tested in parallel.
Chandrayaan-5 was ap-
proved by the Government in
March 2025 in the backdrop of
India’s landing on the lunar
south pole with the Chan-
drayaan-3 mission in August
2023. ISRO’s immediate next
mission to the moon will be the
Chandrayaan-4 mission.




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Nation

FRIDAY,JULY 31,2026 11

ISRO’s NavIC system
can no longer provide
navigation data
independently: Govt

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, July 30

FOR THE first time since posi-
tioning data from one of its sat-
elliteswaslostin March, the gov-
ernment has accepted in the
parliament that the seven-satel-
lite navigation constellation
(NavIC) can no longer indepen-
dently aid people in navigation.
The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) earlier this
year informed that IRNSS-1F
satellite, which was launched
in March 2016, completed its
designed mission life of 10
years and the on-board atomic
clock stopped functioning.
“...presently the NavIC con-
stellation has three satellites for
providing PNT (Positioning,
Navigation, Timing) services —
IRNSS-1B, IRNSS-11and NVS-01.
To providebasic positioning ser-
vice, minimum four operational
satellites are required in orbit.
Hence, the NavIC constellation
cannot provide standalone po-
sitioning service, however tim-
ing service is functional,” union
minister of state for space Dr Jit-
endra Singh replied in a written
answer in Parliament.
Thereply said thatthearmed
forces continue touse NavIC sig-
nalsas part of the multi-constel-
lation GNSS — Global Naviga-
tion Satellite System that uses
datafrom US’ GPS, EU’s Galileo,

Amid demolition
probe, Gujarat
HC asks why
Surat civic chief
remains in post

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, July 30

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Thursday orally questioned how
the Surat Municipal Commis-
sioner could continue in office
while a state-level inquiry into
the controversial Nasir Nagar
demolition isunderway, observ-
ing that Gujarat's image as a
“model state” is at stake, even as
the state informed the court that
two ofits “best officers in munici-
paladministration” had been ap-
pointed to conduct the probe.

Hearingthe petition filed by
26 residents of Nasir Nagar, Jus-
tice Nikhil Kariel repeatedly ex-
pressed concern over the gov-
ernment'sdecisiontoallowthe
Municipal Commissioner tore-
main in the same position while
the inquiry is underway. The
court orally observed that while
it appreciated the State's seri-
ousness in constituting an in-
quiry, the message being sent
out was that senior officers
"cannot be touched".

On May 30, the Surat Mu-
nicipal Corporation demol-
ished around 100 shanties,
built in Nasir Nagar allegedly
encroachingon privateland in
the Ved Road area, displacing
as many families. Twenty-six
affected residents have chal-
lenged the action before the
High Court.

and Russia’s Glonass among
others to navigate.

When asked whether it
compromises accuracy for
navigation or real-time map-
ping, the reply stated: “Since
NavIC is being used in multi
constellation environment for
most of the use-cases, there is
no vulnerability for the users.”

While end-user applications
were developed for utilising
NavIC signals in aviation, ship-
ping, railways, and even in
everyday cell phones, all of
these devices carry a GNSS re-
ceiver, meaning they can con-
tinue to get positioning data
from other constellations.

The reply also stated: “Next
NavIC satellite NVS-03isready
for launch and two more satel-
litesNVS-04 and NVS-0OSarein
advanced stage of realisation.”

The constellation can still
provide accurate time signals
for digital devices as well as
broadcast emergency messages.

The Indian Regional Naviga-
tion Satellite System (IRNSS) —
also referred to with the oper-
ational name of Navigation with
Indian Constellation (NavIC) —
was planned to be a seven-satel-
lite system to provide positioning
data over the Indian subconti-
nentand 1500 kmaroundit. Ever
since its inception, however, it
has been plagued by problems
affectingits positioning data.

Low turnout, high

stakes: BJP faces

Santosh Singh
Patna, July 30

A GOVERNMENT servantwho
cast her vote at a thinly at-
tended polling booth in Patna
on Friday for the Bankipur by-
poll refused to reveal her pref-
erence but observed with atone
of resignation: “Sab ke aankhon
par BJP ki patti padhi hai
(Everyone is wearing BJP
blindfolds).”

Yet, just a few kilometres
away, a voter was heard repeat-
ing “jai Jan Suraaj, jai Prashant™
asheentered aboothinalocal-
ity with a substantial Muslim
population.

As voters trickled into pol-
ling booths on voting day for
the Bankipur bypoll in Bihar,
with turnout at 34.2% as 0of 8.30
pm, all three key contenders —
the BJP’s Neeraj Kumar Sinha,
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)’s
Rekha Gupta, and Jan Suraaj
Party’s (JSP) Prashant Kishor —
moved continuously between
polling stations.

Among them, Kishor ap-
peared the most active in the
high-profile constituency va-
cated by BJP national president
Nitin Nabin following his elev-
ation to the Rajya Sabha.

Following a heated argu-
ment on Wednesday evening

‘How are you keeping
unelected minister?’
SC asks Bihar govt

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, July 30

THE SUPREME Court on Thurs-
day questioned how the Bihar
government could retainamin-
ister who has remained un-
elected beyond the six-month
constitutional limit and asked
the state to explain its position.

A three-judge bench, pre-
sided over by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, was hearing a
requesttofixadateforhearinga
plea challenging the appoint-
ment of Deepak Prakash as Pan-
chayati Raj Minister in Bihar for
the second time, without having
been elected as an Assembly
member. “Itisapurelegal issue.
How are you retaininga minister
beyond 6 monthswhen heisnot
elected?” CJI Kant asked the
counsel appearing for the Bihar
Government.

Article 164(4) allows a non-
member to remain minister for
six months, subject to getting
elected asamember within that
period. The counsel appearing
for Rakesh Kumar Singh, a peti-
tioner from Bihar, said that
when the matter came up for
hearing on July 15, the state
sought time, statingit wanted to
file a counter-affidavit but had
not done so yet. “Seven months
and 22 dayshave passed, and he
is still continuing as the min-
ister,” he said.

CJI Kant said that whether
the state files a counter or not,

Authorities on ‘high
alert’ as floods wreak
havocin north Odisha

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, July 30

OVER SEVEN lakh people have
been affected as floods triggered
by heavyrainfall wreak havocin
several north Odisha districts.

Officials said the situation
continues to be grim in Bha-
drak, Balasore and Jajpur, with
theadministration onitstoesto
manage the crisis. Authorities
said nearly two lakh people are
being evacuated.

Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Minister Suresh Pujari
said that although water levels
are receding in several north
Odishadistricts, most rivers are
still flowing above the danger
mark. The state government
has said the situation is under
control. But with the floods
causing widespread damage, it
isalso preparingto pay what Pu-
jari described as"adequate com-
pensation" to those affected.

Meanwhile, with the Maha-
nadi still in spate, the prospect
of amedium-range floodlooms
over districts such as Puri, Cut-
tack, Jagatsinghpur, Kendra-

pada, Khurda and Nayagarh as
authorities prepare to release
nearly 9 lakh cusecs of flood-
water at Mundali in Cuttack.

"Protecting every life in the
flood situation is our utmost pri-
ority. From rescue to relief, the
administration, Odisha Fire Ser-
vices, and all partner organiza-
tionsare engaged in continuous
service through coordinated ef-
forts. Our government is firmly
committed to providing swift
assistance to every affected
family and restoring normalcy
to everyday life," CM Mohan
Charan Majhi wrote on X.

The state government said it
hasbeen constantly monitoring
the situation.

"The administration is on
high alert and the leave of all of-
ficials in the flood-affected dis-
tricts has been cancelled," said
Pujari. Officials said adequate
numbers of National Disaster
Response Force, Odisha Dis-
aster Rapid Action Force and
Fire Services teams had been
deployed in low-lying areas to
assist with rescue and relief
operations.

the court will not give any more
time. The court fixed the next
hearing date for August 4.

Deepak Prakash, the son of
Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM)
leader Upendra Kushwaha, was
made Minister of Panchayati Raj
on November 20, 2025, in the
then Nitish Kumar government,
even though he was not a
member ofthe Bihar Legislative
Assembly or the Legislative
Council. However, after a fresh
council of ministers was consti-
tuted following Kumar’s exit,
and Samrat Choudharybecame
the Chief Minister, Prakash was
once again made PanchayatiRaj
Minister on May 7, 2026.

Singh, the petitioner, has ar-
gued that it was a one-time op-
portunity and cannotbe utilised
every time there is a change of
government. He had to get re-
elected between November 20,
2025, when hewas firstswornin,
and May 20, 2026, the plea
pointed out. Singh contends that
the re-appointment was in cir-
cumvention of constitutional
safeguardsand underminesrep-
resentative democracy. He ar-
gued that it undermines the
principles of parliamentary
democracy and electoral ac-
countability. The pleaurged the
SC to declare Prakash’s reap-
pointment and continuance in
office unconstitutional, illegal,
and void, and to restrain him
from exercising the powers
vested in the ministerial office.

Bankipur battle

People arrive at a polling station during the Bankipur
by-elections on Thursday. RAHUL SHARMA

with Jakkanpur police station
in-charge Rituraj Kumar Singh
over the undisclosed location of
two detained JSP workers, Ki-
shor successfully pressed pol-
ling officials to rectify a mal-
functioning electronic voting
machine (EVM) at Daldali, near
Dariyapur Gola, on Thursday
morning.

Reacting to the clashes, Ki-
shor told the Jakkanpur police,
“Either tell us the location of
our two detained workers or be
ready to lose your job.”

The Jakkanpur SHO subse-
quently accused Kishor of
“threateninga police officerin-

side a police station”.

Tensions also flared be-
tween supporters of the JSP
and BJPin several pockets. JSP
and BJP workers — the latter
led by Abhishek Bunty, who
was forced to opt out of the by-
poll and replaced by Sinha —
clashed in S K Nagar.

In another incident near a
polling booth in Anandpuri,
former MLA and JSPleader Ki-
shore Kumar Munna was
shoved by BJP workers follow-
ing a heated exchange.

The BJP has won the Bank-
ipur seat in consecutive elec-
tions since 1995.

Insurer not liable to
pay compensation
for accidentif driver’s
licenceis invalid: SC

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, July 30

INSURANCE COMPANIES are
not liable to pay compensation
for accidents if the driver's
licence was not valid or not re-
newed at the time of the inci-
dent, the Supreme Court on
Thursday said and urged the
Centre to undertake aware-
ness campaigns to emphasize
the importance of wvalid
driving licenses and stream-
line the process of issuance
and renewal.

“The Ministry of Road,
Transport and Highways,
Government of India, as also
the respective counterparts of
the states should, we may sug-
gest, undertake campaigns
through all mediums such as
awareness drives, social media,
etc to drive home this impor-
tance; introduce measures to
ensure strict compliance; and
also streamline the process of
issuance/ renewal of licences.”

“Other issues such as regu-
lation of driving schools, the
affordability thereof, and ac-
cessibility in terms of regional
languages, when it comes to
applications and tests, etc also
need urgent attention,” ob-
served abench of Justices San-
jay Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh.

The bench said that an in-
surance company could notbe
saddled with the liability if the
offending vehicle was driven
without a wvalid driving
licence.

The top court made the ob-
servation while setting aside a
Punjab and Haryana HC order
that had fastened liability on
the insurer.

The matter arose from a
2009 accident where a vehicle
driven by Om Parkash hit a
two-wheeler. The Motor Acci-
dents Claim Tribunal orig-
inally held that the insurer,
Reliance General Insurance
Co Ltd, was not liable because
the driver's licence had ex-
pired. However, the HC re-
versed this, accepting a letter
from alicensing official which
claimed that licence records
for the period between 2007
and 2010 were “lost” “dueto a
technical error during a data
transfer between IT com-
panies.

The HC ordered the insurer
to pay arevised compensation
of over Rs 1.08 crore. The SC
scrutinised the evidence and
found the HC’s reliance on the
"missing data" theory to be
flawed. While the court ab-
solved the insurance company
of final liability, it protected
the claimants.

- Appoint Polar

Ambassador, join
Arctic Council,
suggests panel

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 30

THE PARLIAMENTARY com-
mittee on External Affairsinits
report has recommended that
India should appoint a Polar
Ambassador and urged the gov-
ernment to seek “full-fledged
membership” of the Arctic
council sothatIndia canengage
initsactivities more effectively.

India is currently one of the
13 observer countries of the Arc-
tic Council, whose full member-
shipisrestricted to8 nationsthat
have landmass in the region.
The observer countries do not
have decision making powers.
They also can’t make financial
contributions or undertake re-
search in the arctic directly.

The committee, in its rec-
ommendationssaid: “...itisim-
perative that India also has
such an Ambassador at a level
equivalent to other countries
exclusively to deal with polar
regions. Creating such a posi-
tion will not only help India
project theimportance givento
these regions in its foreign pol-
icy architecture but will also
help putacrossits policy stance
inrelation to polar areas or pur-
sue polar diplomacy in a more
effective manner.”

With several Russian re-
search activities in the Articre-
gion having been paused fol-
lowing the conflict with
Ukraine, the committee recom-
mended that India through its
diplomatic channels impress
upon the seven other countries
of the need for having Russia
on-board for the scientific work
in the region which is experi-
encing drastic climate change
— the impact of which will be
felt across the globe. The com-
mittee also recommended that
government explore the possi-
bility of accessing the Russian
Arctic Research Stations.

Govt to House panel:
Hasina not allowed
to conduct political
activities from India

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 30

IN THE wake of former Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s recent remarks that
she might return to Bangladesh
by the end of this year, the gov-
ernment has told a Parliamen-
tary panel that the former
Bangladesh PM is not per-
mitted to conduct political ac-
tivities from India.

On Thursday, Bangladesh
Law Minister M Asaduzzaman
said that Hasinaislikely tobe ar-
rested instantly on her return
from India.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
External Affairs told the panel,
“The extradition request (sentby
Dhaka for Hasina) is being
examined by the competent
authorities of the Government
of India in accordance with ap-
plicable law and established
procedures.”

The Commiittee -led by Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor —
noted that Hasina’s stay and In-
dia’s approach in this regard is
guided by “its civilisational ethos
and humanitarian tradition of
offering refuge to individuals
facing circumstances of grave
distress or existential threat”.

The panel noted that while
extending such humanitarian
consideration, India has strictly
adhered to the principle that no
political activity is directed
against any other country from
our territory.

Initslatest report on the ‘Fu-
ture of India-Bangladesh Rela-
tionship’, the Committee recom-
mended that “the government
should continue to uphold its
principled and humanitarian
approach... while ensuring that
such situations are managed
with due sensitivity”.

Former Bangladesh Prime
Minster Sheikh Hasina

The parliamentary commit-
tee also sought an early normal-
isation of visa processing for
Bangladeshi nationals, express-
ing concern that reduced visa
processing volumes for Bangla-
desh nationals harm public per-
ception and bilateral ties. India
resumed tourist visa services for
Bangladeshi nationals on June
28,2026, ending a two-year sus-
pension thatbegan in July 2024
following political unrest and se-
curity concerns.

With the Ganga Water Treaty
0f1996 between Indiaand Bang-
ladesh setto expire thisyear, the
panel hasurged the government
to initiate discussions with
Dhaka "without further delay".

Notingthatthetreatyissetto
expire in 2026 and that bilateral
discussions on its renewal had
not yet commenced, the com-
mittee has recommended early
initiation of renewal dis-
cussions, guided by updated
hydrological data and climate
change projections, and in con-
sultation with the state govern-
mentsof West Bengal and Bihar,
the report said.

The committee also recom-
mended that the MEA should
continueto prioritise the protec-
tionof minoritiesin Bangladesh
as a core element of its diplo-
matic engagement.

Delhi plans random, door-to-door visits to
verity women eligible for Lakshmi Yojana

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 30

THE DELHI government is
planning to conduct door-to-
door, random verification of
women found eligible for the
Delhi Lakshmi Yojana, under
which beneficiaries will receive
amonthlyfinancial assistance of
Rs2,500, TheIndian Expresshas
learnt.

As part of the verification
process, the government will
check whether applicants meet
the scheme’s eligibility condi-
tions — whether they have more
than threeliving children, ifthey
are residents of Delhi and regis-
tered voters of the city, ifthey pay
incometax, aretheyinthe21-60
years age group, whether their
family’s income is up to Rs 2.5
lakh per annum and if they re-
ceive any other financial aid
from the Centre or the state,
among others.

The three-child capisa first-
of-its-kind exclusion criteria in-
troduced by the Delhi govern-
ment for its social welfare
schemes. “The application pro-
cess is very simple and easy.

People can submit their in-
formation from anywhere.
Verification is necessary to en-
sure only eligible beneficiaries
receive the assistance,” a senior
government functionary said.
The functionary added that
the Women and Child Develop-
ment (WCD) department might
engage a third-party agency to
conduct the random checks.
“The objective is to ensure
that the scheme reaches the
needy and deserving benefici-

aries while maintaining
transparency in the implemen-
tation process.”

Asked about the three-child
cap, thesenior functionarysaid,
“Some Opposition parties are
tryingtogiveit(three-child cap)
a religious angle but they are
wrong. BeitaHindu or Muslim,
it is one’s choice on how many
children they want to have...”

Besides, this might be a step
towards better family planning
and population control, the
functionary said. “People these
days are educated and follow
family planning. But in many
lower middle class families,
women are still pressured to

have four-five children until
they have aboy...”

“For family planning and
population control, you have to
take steps somewhere... The
governmenthascomeupwitha
proper financial plan with two
bifurcations — the woman can
eitherinvestthe Rs2,500 and get
anlumpsum amount with inter-
estafter threeyearsor she canin-
vest Rs 1,500 and spend the rest
through adigital card,” the func-
tionary said. “This gives her the
right to decide where she wants
to spend her money... In many
families, husbands pressure
them... take their money to buy
alcohol and tobacco... We want
our mothers and sisters toinde-
pendently use their money,” the
senior functionary added.

According to officials, CM
Rekha Gupta, who holds the
WCD portfolio, said that the
scheme should empower
women and thattheirhealthisa
priority. The scheme, approved
by the Cabinet on Tuesday, was
one of the major poll promises
made by the BJP in the
run-up to the Assembly elec-
tions in 2025.

Love, lies and fake gold: An extramarital CJP stir: Noida woman

affair thatled to aRs 3-croreloan fraud bookedfor‘abusive’
remarks against PM

Pragynesh
New Delhi, July 30

ITBEGAN with a phone call re-
ceived from a wrong number.

Around 2015, Pankaj
Kumar, agold appraiser at non-
banking financial company
(NBFC) Sai Corporation in
Delhi, received a call from a
woman who had dialled the
wrong number. The two stayed
in touch and eventually began
an affair. Pankaj, however, was
already married with two
children.

He soon found out that it
was difficult to support both his
family and the woman on his
salary. The result: he went on to
siphon money from his com-
pany, orchestrating a gold loan
fraud worth more than Rs 3
crore over six years. During this
time, he transferred around Rs
90 lakh tobankaccountslinked
to the woman in multiple trans-
actions.

According to the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of the
Delhi Police, between 2019 and
2025, Pankaj and his colleague
in Sai Corporation, S P Bansal,
created 683 fake gold loan ac-

Accused Pankaj Kumar

countsusing forged KYC docu-
ments and artificial jewellery.
Loans worth over Rs 3 crore
were allegedly taken in the
names of 28 people, many of
them former customers of the
company.

Pankajwas arrested on July
7.Bansal is out on bail.

The alleged fraud came to
light during aninternal audit at
Sai Corporation in August 2025.

Pankaj had worked asagold
appraiser with the company for
over a decade. His job was to
verify the jewellery to be used
as collateral by checking its
hallmark and weight before ap-
proving loans and storing the
ornaments in the company’s

epaper.indianexpress.mm.- .

lockers.

“One of the company’s di-
rectors, Dr R K Tandon, said
that there were discrepancies
in the accounts Pankaj was
handling. Following this, he
was transferred to another
branch, but refused to join
work. The company then or-
dered an audit,” said an officer.

Duringthe audit, when Pan-
kaj was questioned about gold
worth nearly Rs 14 lakh that
was missing from the com-
pany’s lockers but found men-
tion in the official records, he
allegedly lost it. “He allegedly
shouted and stormed out of the
office. He never came back,”
the officer said.

“Pankaj facilitated the cre-
ation of fake gold loan accounts
by appraising fake and artificial
gold ornaments as genuine and
using forged KYC documents
and fake customer identities,”
said Special Commissioner of
Police (EOW) Nupur Prasad.

The company got an FIR
lodged. When an EOW teamled
by DCP Amit Verma started
going through company rec-
ords, they found that the story
began around 2015when here-
ceived the call from a wrong

number. “The woman was
from Delhi. The two started
talking and entered into a rela-
tionship,” said the officer. At
that time, Pankaj, now in his
40s, lived with his wife and two
children in Rohini’s Budh
Vihar.

“We traced the money that
Pankaj had siphoned from the
bank. One of the transactions
was of Rs 16 lakh, which was
credited to the woman’s ac-
count in 2019,” said the officer.

According to the police, be-
tween 2019 and 2025, Pankaj
transferred over Rs 90 lakh to
multiple accountslinked tothe
woman. “He said there was no
other way for him to take care
of her and his family at the
same time,” the officer said.

When police tracked people
whose identities were used to
secure the fraudulent loans,
they found that many were
former customers of Sai Cor-
poration. “Two of them were
Suresh, an MCD worker, who
livesin Rajouri Garden, and his
wife. He used their details to
create two accounts,” said the
officer.

Pankaj and Bansal were
eventually arrested.

Kolkata

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, July 30

THE NOIDA Police haslodged a
zero FIR against awoman for al-
legedly making “objectionable
remarks “against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi duringthe Cock-
roach Janta Party’s (CJP) protest
at Jantar Mantar on July 23, of-
ficers said on Thursday. The
complaint was filed by Smriti
Singh, a resident of Ghaziabad
on Wednesday at the Express-
way Police station against Ru-
chikaSingh, aresident of Noida,
an officer said.

In the complaint, Smriti al-
leged that Ruchikaused abusive
and objectionable language
against Modi. The complaint
further alleged that the remarks
did not only “undermine the
dignity of the constitutional of-
fice”, “but also deliberately in-
tended tospread hatred and dis-
rupt public peace.”

The police registered a case
under sections 352 (intentional
insult to provoke breach of
peace), 353(1) (statements con-
ducing to public mischief) and

356(1) (defamation) of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the
officer added.

AzeroFIR meansthatacom-
plaint can be filed at any police
station irrespective of the place
of alleged crime or where the
incident took place, post which
it is transferred to the
police station of the concerned
jurisdiction. The FIR has been
transferred to the Parliament
Street Police station. “The ac-
cused isaresident of Faridabad,
and used to stay in Noida. We
have transferred the FIR to the
concerned jurisdiction where
further investigation will take
place,” an officer added.

This comes amid the Delhi
Police filing an FIR over “objec-
tionable and defamatory” social
media posts targeting the PM
during protestsat Jantar Mantar
and asking social media plat-
forms to take down such con-
tent. A case under charges of
criminal intimidation, public
mischief, and defamation has
been lodged at the Special
Cell IFSO (Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operations)
unitin the matter.
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SCstrikes balance on
ccology, publicinterest

NDIA'S ENVIRONMENTAL Impact Assessment is

grounded in the precautionary principle — it prioritises the

integrity of ecosystems over minimising harm or compen-

sating for damage later. From 2017, the government has tried
todilute this safeguard by allowing developers to apply for ecol-
ogical clearance after commencing a project. A notification issued
that year provided a one-time window to defaulters to comply
with due procedures. Itinaugurated aregime of post-facto clear-
ances, which was consolidated in 2021 when the Centre issued
an Office Memorandum (OM) to regularise violations. On Wed-
nesday, the Supreme Court set aside this OM and closed the door
onblanket regularisation of projects that have not complied with
environmental safeguards. However, the Court also departed
from its May 2025 position that prohibited ex-post facto environ-
mental clearances “in any form”. Instead, it held thata “narrowly
tailored amnesty scheme” may be permissible whereitisjustified
by “publicinterest”.

Thejudgmentissignificant becauseit clarifies the Court’sown
position on post-facto environmental clearances. In its 2020 deci-
sion in Alembic Pharmaceuticals Ltd v Rohit Prajapati, the SC
held that retrospective clearances are contrary to the philosophy
of environmental regulation. The May 2025 verdict reiterated that
such relaxations would incentivise developers to violate the law
first and seek regularisation later. However, the Court appeared
to move in the opposite direction six months later. Following re-
view petitions filed by the Centre and industry bodies, a three-
judge bench recalled the May 2025 judgment.

Wednesday’s verdict now places the onus on the government
tomake areasoned selection of projects that may be excused from
the requirement of environmental clearance. The Court’s insist-
ence on proportionality is consistent with the broader trajectory
of environmental jurisprudence inIndia. For more than twodec-
ades, the SChas interpreted constitutional provisions expansively
toaffirm thatahealthy environmentisintrinsictotheright tolife.
In the same vein, it has now required the state to demonstrate
that the publicinterest served by a project is sufficiently compel-
ling, that any relaxation is strictly necessary, and that the envi-
ronmental costs have been weighed against the anticipated pub-
lic benefits. The verdict thus transforms what had become an
open-ended administrative discretion under the post-2017 re-
gime into a narrowly circumscribed constitutional exception.
The flexibility recognised by the Court could prove valuable in
cases involving national defence, when healthcare facilities are
urgently needed in underserved areas, or highway projects be-
come imperative to improve connectivity in remote regions.
However, at atime of climate change and accelerating ecological
degradation, the government, too, must recognise that environ-
mental protection is an integral component of public interest.

On Vande Mataram, a
law in search of a crime

ARLIAMENT PASSED the Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour Act on December 23,1971. Barely agener-
ation removed from colonial rule, India since the late
1960s bore signs of erosion of its early idealism. The vic-
tory against Pakistan in the Bangladesh War earlier that month
had provided amoment of national triumph. The law, which pur-
portedly sought to give legal backing to a Directive Principle of
State Policy, criminalised insultsto the national anthem, flagand
Constitution. Then as now, however, it is likely that few believed
that respect and reverence can be enforced through punitive
legislation. The law was meant, arguably, to capture a political
moment and give expression toit. Now, the Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026 — passed in Parlia-
ment thisweek—makes an “insult” to the national song punish-
ablebyuptothreeyears' imprisonment, placing ‘Vande Mataram’
at par with the national anthem. In essence, it is a law in search
of a crime. At best, it is superfluous and at worst, a blunt instru-
ment in the hands of an overzealous prosecutorial machinery.

According to data from the National Records Bureau, there
were1,102 arrestsunder the 1971 Act between 2014 and 2024, with
just 60 convictions. Acquittals outpaced convictions each year,
and an average of 48 cases were pending investigation and 221
cases pendingtrial in the same period. The rate of “crimes against
national symbols” perlakh population is extremelylow. By all ac-
counts, then, the amended law expands the ambit of criminality
with littlejustification. In the current context, too, the government
frequently invites accusations of weaponising the criminal justice
system to target opponents. The 2026 Amendment can only
deepen apprehensions of its misuse.

Inthe Budget Session, the Union government tabled, and Par-
liament passed, the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2026.Itbuilt on the 2023 Jan Vishwas Act by decriminalising and
removing several economic offences. That legislative schemein-
dicated the government’s commitment to its slogan of “mini-
mum government, maximum governance”, especially welcome,
given that the state is a litigant in over half the pending cases in
India’s overburdened courts. In letter and spirit, the ‘Vande Ma-
taram’ law is a backsliding on that commitment.

Numbers don’t capture
Ajinkya Rahane

JINKYA RAHANE retired from international cricket
on Thursday, signing off as “Cap 278”. He leaves with
85 Tests, 90 ODIs, 20 T20Is and more than 8,000 inter-
national runs. The numbers do him injustice.

Therewasastretch, deepintothelastdecade, when Rahane’s
batting belonged in the company of that of Virat Kohli, Joe Root,
Kane Williamson. M S Dhoni once said his gift was “the timing...
and his ability to exploit gaps in the field”. He never built the
mountain of runs that talent seemed to promise, and that gap,
between what he could doand what he actually leftbehind, isthe
real story of his career. Perhaps the reassurance he sought from
team management never quite came, and he felt the pressure to
hold his place during Kohli’s reign as captain.

Handed the captaincy in Australia after the ignominy of 36
all out at Adelaide in December 2020, Rahane walked out at the
MCG and made a century that turned the series. India went on
towinit2-1,one of the great away triumphsin the game’s history.
It should have been the beginning of something larger. Instead,
hewasstripped of the vice-captaincy within a year, and out of the
side notlong after, returning only once more, for the 2023 World
Test Championship final at The Oval. Rahaneleaves ashe played:
Understated, gifted, and never quite paid in full for either.

Neither government nor Opposition
canlook youth in the eye on education

NE DOES not need social scien-
tists to explain the meaning
and significance of what hap-
pened on July 20. It was a pro-
test alright, but it was also an
outburst. Itisapparent that the government
yielded to that pressure with poor grace. This
wasexemplified by the “welcome” accorded
tothe ministerwho had resigned. Thatact of
showing contempt for the protestsfitsintoa
pattern — while the government buckled
under pressure, the pro-BJP ecosystem has
been busy spreading all kinds of explana-
tions for the outburst, conspiracy and “for-
eign hand” included.

Whether the Cockroach Janta Party is a
tool for someone, whether some parties
soughtto hijack the agitation, orwhether the
Prime Minister’s midnight message on In-
stagram hit record views areirrelevant tidbits
worthy of corner columns in newspapers.
The real —and admittedly intriguing — as-
pect of the CJP protests has been the unex-
pected and unanticipated spontaneity, right
from the first post by Abhijeet Dipke about
cockroaches. Instead of examining this as-
pect, the government seems content with
either damage control or talking of the spe-
cious issue of “intelligence failure”. When
you mute all voices, except those reflecting
narcissistic praise, intelligence failures are
bound to happen.

Besides, on the watch of the current re-
gime, thereisaclearlack of reliable empirical
dataonwhat people think. Thisis for tworea-
sons: Methodologically, when public
opinion is permeated by extreme toxicity
and pressure of social desirability bias, data

from public opinion studies can be some-
what distorted. And secondly, this regime
has been anti-data and has ensured that no
independent actors will be able to collect 3

public opinion. Post-2014, thereisasingular I i

lack of dataleadingtothe “alliswell” cacoph-
ony of the partisans.

No wonder everyone was taken un- SUHAS
awares by the extent and intensity ex-
pressed during the CJP protests. While pro- PALSHIKAR
government media is still circulating news
about the alleged misbehaviour of partici-
pants and the weight of the waste left be-
hind, they are oblivious to the real weight
in political terms that these protests have
left behind for politicians to tackle. Unfor-
tunately, the regime seems to be unwilling
to even read these signals properly.

Three issues are flagged by the protests
that engulfed politics over the past four or
five weeks. For starters, they were pegged
around the NEET and exam-leaks, butbyno
means were they just about that. The gov-
ernment, sheepishly and wrongly, re-
sponded to only the technology of conduct-
ing the exam. Even before the protests
erupted, this intellectual bank-
ruptcy was evident in deploying
the Air Force for delivering exam
papers. That same mentality has
surfaced again in the appointment
of the committee to ensure leak-
proof exams.

Yes, we have made a mess of
exams, but that is not merely be-
cause greed and deceit lead to
paper leaks. The real elephant in
the roomisthe education system

While pro-government media
is still circulating news about
the alleged misbehaviour of
participants and the weight of
the waste left behind, they are
oblivious to the real weight in
political terms these protests
have left for politicians to tackle

itself. A meaningless system that merely
works as boring time-pass or as creches
for young adults is the root cause — this
malady leads to a senseless premium on
exam results, meaningless exams and the
coaching industry. Neither the govern-
ment nor the Opposition can look youth
in the eye and explain the meaning of
wasting years in the name of education.
The latest protests are symptomatic of
that larger malaise.

Secondly, the protests and the striking
energy they displayed represent the utter
meaninglessness of life that confronts the
youth. This is not merely about employa-
bility but about a future that holds only un-
certainty. It would be foolhardy to respond
to this issue only by throwing numbers —
that so many jobs will be created when a
corporate house is granted some largesse
by the government. Overall life conditions
and the deeperinequalities that character-
ise Indian society are factors that shape the
clouds of uncertainty. If at one stage, capi-
talism was accused of producing the
lumpen element, the economy today pro-
duces what sociologists have de-
scribed as the “precariat”.

Life is precarious, irrespective
of whether you belong to low-in-
come groups or the so-called
middle class. This government
hasdiscovered a politically advan-
tageous palliative to that — to use
the evocative phrase employed by
the Prime Minister himself, the
revdis. But the loss of dignity in-
volved in revdi politics and the

continued uncertainty of life would surely
push large sections into dissatisfaction not-
withstanding the heavy rainfall of revdis.
The CJP protests may not have touched
upon these larger aspects of social unrest.
But it would be at our own collective peril
toignore these underlying frustrations that
are not easily defined. The protests are over
for the time being, but these conditionsre-
main and, if not attended to, they are
bound to produce more cockroaches than
the system can afford to suppress.

Finally, the police action. It representsthe
political response and tells us what ails our
politics. Itis notsufficient to smugly say that
all protests face some police excesses. Large
numbers of handles on social media have
been gleefully telling us that the police have
video recordings and participating persons
will be hounded. This threat — most likely
backed by clandestine police follow-up —
tellsuswhatiswrongwith politics. By invok-
ingelection victories, the victors claim carte
blanche; by counting votes, politicians de-
nude citizens of agency; by throwing legis-
lative majorities in our face, governments
duck both constitutional morality and rou-
tine democratic accountability.

In sum, the prelude, the actual protests
and now their aftermath tellacommon story
— protests have stirred many minds but not
our political leadership. Because the regime
is bent on not learning anything from the
protests except the technology to suppress
the next round of protests.

The writer, based in Pune,
taught Political Science

For renewable energy answers,  The worker-intellectual we
ask the right questions

SANJIV SAHAI

The real danger
isnotIEX’s
market share
but what
happens to
market
innovation
oncea
government-
owned entity
controls the
central clearing
algorithm

NDIA’'S RENEWABLE energy sector
is facing institutional challenges
that need flexible solutions. Pro-
pelled by falling solar module prices
and government policy, solar capac-
ity has expanded to 162 GW by June 2026.
Yet at the very moment this transforma-
tion demands smarter, more flexible mar-
ket products, India's regulator is moving
the opposite way, proposing to hand con-
trol of the power exchanges to Grid-India,
a government utility whose institutional
DNA is built for managing transmission
systems, not commercial decisions.

Between May and December last year,
over two billion units of solar electricity,
enough to power several million homes,
were curtailed because the grid could not
absorb them. The solution requires trans-
mission investment to convey electricity,
flexible power plants that can ramp
quickly, battery storage to absorb excess
generation and discharge during lean
hours, and above all, well-designed elec-
tricity markets that send the right price sig-
nals to the right players at the right time.

Surplus generation in one region
can be traded to regions facing shortage.
A robust, functional electricity market,
one with products that sellers and buyers
want, is essential to manage this.
Prices should fall when power is abun-
dant at noon and rise when it is scarce
in the evening, attracting whatever
flexible generation or storage can re-
spond. Good market-design is what
keeps a complex, renewable-heavy
grid balanced without wasting energy or
overloading equipment.

Contrary to this need, in July 2025 and
January 2026, CERC proposed that Grid-
India become Market Coupling Operator
(MCO), pooling bids from all three ex-
changes - IEX, PXIL and HPX -- into a
single clearing algorithm that would pro-
duce auniform national price. The stated
logic is that the market is fragmented and
consumers are losing out. What does the
data say?

Most electricity is traded in the Day-
Ahead Market (DAM) and Real-Time Mar-
ket (RTM), both short-term spot products.
IEX handles roughly 80-85 per cent of
trading volumes which is hardly a frag-
mented market. CERC’s own shadow pilot
recorded a welfare improvement of just
0.3 per cent over four months; alonger da-

taset puts the gain at only 0.013 per cent.

Behind CERC’s stated reasons lies
the question of IEX's dominance. But
dominance is not the same as abuse:
There is no documented allegation of ex-
cessive fees, discriminatory access, preda-
tory pricing, or manipulation of price dis-
covery against IEX. So which problem is
CERC actually solving?

The real danger is not IEX’s market
share but what happens to market inno-
vation once a government-owned entity
controls the central clearing algorithm.
For example, when exchanges developed
user-defined hourly contracts in the
Term-Ahead Market, matched to the vari-
able generation profile of solar and wind
assets, CERC ordered them discontinued
within a week in April last year.

In July 2025, CERC suggested a round-
robin model under which exchanges
would take turns as Market Coupling Op-
erators month to month. By April 2026, its
draft second amendment regulations
abandoned this in favour of Grid-India as
sole MCO. Grid-India itself, in a sub-
mission dated June 8, has urged CERC to
reconsider and has asked for a round-
robin system, institutional ring-fencing
and a steering committee to guard against
single-point failures, even though round-
robin approach would force every ex-
change to duplicate the capital cost of a
central algorithm and add to the regula-
tor’s oversight burden.

Grid-India’s preference for adminis-
trative simplicity is rational for a system
operator: Its job is to balance the grid in
real time, not to compete for customers or
bear commercial risk. But under full
coupling, every new trading product will
require rewriting an algorithm Grid-India
controls, tethering market innovation to
the pace of a public utility — a pace the
TAM episode shows is slow and tilted to-
wards uniformity.

India’s renewable sector needs a mar-
ket architecture that rewards flexible ca-
pacity with real-time pricing, opens com-
petitive markets for frequency-regulation
services, and lets storage investors price
their business case. These are the real
regulatory priorities rather than imagined
problems of market dominance.

The writer is former secretary,
Ministry of Power

refuse to recognise

ARUN KUMAR

OPULAR MOVEMENTS often produce popular
leaders. They rarely produce worker-intellectuals. Yet,
what struck the media, among the many stories of
courage of the Cockroach Janata Party-led protest, was
the “unthinkable” intellect of Mohammad Irfan. I call
it “unthinkable” because the media could not place Irfan in fam-
iliar categories of intellect. Despite claiming to have no social-
media accounts, Irfan isasocial media-sensation. It is the paradox

and contradictions of his life that intrigue the media.

Irfan may be illiterate in a conventional sense, but he is digi-
tally literate. He cites the poems of Ahmad Faraz and invokes his-
torical figures from Raja Rammohan Roy to Jyotiba Phule in his
speech. Heisaslum-dweller but speaks of civilisation. How could
asemi-literate person who cannot write, aslum-dweller who sells
ice to survive, be so articulate on politics, society, and history?

Ifwe turn the pages of history, Irfan isnot alone. He is preceded
and accompanied by many who arelike him. Itisjust thatwe have
undervalued manual labour and those who doit. We see manual
workers through the essentialist lens of labour and their labouring
identity. Can they labour and be intellectual? These paradoxes
and inversions are the subject of my forthcoming book, The Silent
Rebellion, which traces the history of worker-intellectuals in India
duringthe colonial period. It tellsthe history of labouring people
who refused to see themselves as merely labourers or workers
and discovered aspects of their lives that transitioned them tobe-
come poets, thinkers, and writers of their struggles and poverty.
Alothaschanged since then. India hasimplemented compulsory
education and welfare labour laws; lower classes have accessed
higher education; significant socio-economic mobility has en-
abled therise of Bahujan intellectuals. Yet, the broader attitudes
that could place Irfan in anormative social order are missing. He
emerges as an exception. Why so?

Heis an exception because all platforms are open to the pub-
licin theory but we still see “intellect” from a closed perspective.
Intellect belongs to certain “kinds” of people — those who attend
private educational institutions, inherit cultural capital, and
come from certain socio-economic backgrounds. We have cre-

We have created
artificial divides

ated artificial divides between those who labour and those with
bookish knowledge, and effectively closed the channels of com-

munication across them. Irfan breaches these walls and moves

between those
who labour and
those with
bookish
knowledge, and
effectively
closed the
channels of
communication
across them.
Mohammad
Irfan breaches
these walls

between the two. It is this movement and dialectic that makes
his speech powerful.

Let metell the story of the worker-intellectual Narayan Surve.
Anorphan raised by amill-worker couple, Surve became a “half-
timer” child worker in Bombay’s mills, later working full time.
Like Irfan, Surve defied the boundaries of elite and subaltern,
high and low class, labour and intellect, head and hand. A poem
by Surve reminded me of Irfan’s zeal to express his world through
poems: “Thestruggle for the daily bread is an everyday question/
Attimesoutside the door, at timesinside/ I'm a worker, aflaming
sword/ Listen, you intellectuals! I'm going to commit a crime...”

Demanding an even implementation of the minimum wage
forworkers and alife of dignity, Irfan narrated apoemby Tanveer
Sipra, which translates to: “Even the mill owners’ dogs are well-
fed and fatty/ While workers’ faces are pale with hunger.”

Kumar is assistant professor, University of Nottingham,

and author of The Silent Rebellion

40 YEARSAGO

Bill passed amid walkout

Ju]y 31,1986 THE LOK Sabha passed the Commission of
Inquiry (Amendment) Bill, enabling the gov-
N : ernment to withhold from Parliament the
T TR report of aninquiry commission through a
ﬂlr"" f INDIA'EI_ _EXFEEgs__ ﬁ notification stating that it was in the public
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interest of the security of the state todo so.
The Bill was passed by a voice vote after a
spirited defence by Minister for Internal
Security P Chidambaram.

ClashesinDarjeeling

THE SITUATION in Darjeeling district was con-
firmed to be tense on the third day of the 108-
hour bandh sponsored by the Gorkha

National Liberation Front (GNLF), with reports
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of clashes between GNLF supporters and tea

garden workers resulting in one death. Patrol-

ling by troops continued in all three sub-divi-
sions of the district, and manning of all vital
installations has been taken over by the Army
and Border Security Force.

Benefit of doubtfor China

WHILE INDIA continues to maintain that the
Chinese have intruded into Indian territory in
the Sumdorong Chu valley of Arunachal Pra-
desh, itis giving China the benefit of the
doubt in the matter. During talks withan
Indian official delegation in Beijing, China
claimed that the disputed region is north of
the McMahon Line as shown on maps, even
though onthe ground it fallsinthe Indian

Kolkata

region, if the principle of watershed is
accepted. Both sides seemto have agreed
that undue publicity of the discussions might
not helpinthe ongoing negotiations.

Rajneeshinindia

REJECTED BY countries around the world,
Rajneesh, the bhagwan of the orange-clad
international sect, returned to his native
India, initially to camps in Bombay for about
three months. Only a handful of disciples
were present at the Sahar international ter-
minal for the hush-hush arrival of Rajneesh,
who flew in the twin-engine executive jet
from Lisbon. After passing through the immi-
grationand customs drill, the bhagwan was
whisked away in a waiting Mercedes.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

A youth movement born from exam
leaks and online mockery has pierced
Narendra Modi’s aura of invincibility.
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THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Does the US-Saudi nuclear deal increase the risk of an arms race in West Asia?

A Saudi reactor is
not a Saudi bomb

— The Guardian
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HE VERDICT on the Saudi civil
nuclear agreement arrived be-
fore the text itself. On July 22,
Washington and Riyadh signed
a Section 123 agreement and a
safeguards accord. Their texts remain un-
published, and the agreement awaits con-
gressional review. President Trump then
said there would be noenrichment and that
he would not proceed unless Saudi Arabia
joined the Abraham Accords, leaving the
deal’smeaningand future more uncertain.

Washington and Riyadh began the pro-
cessin2008 with a memorandum on peace-
ful nuclear cooperation. Negotiations con-
tinued under Barack Obama, the first
Trump administration and Joe Biden. That
continuity reflects a resilient partnership
despite periodic political strains. The con-
cern is that the agreements may enable
American reactor sales while leaving open
the possibility of Saudi enrichment. Reac-
tors, enrichment capacity and accessto cen-
trifuge technology are different questions.
The agreements should be judged by who
controls the technology and what inspec-
tors can see. Talk of a “gold standard” can
obscure the international legal baseline.
The term is a policy label drawn from the
UAE agreement, not an IAEA category or
universal norm. Saudi Arabia is a party to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and
has a Comprehensive Safeguards Agree-
ment in force with the IAEA. The treaty pro-
hibits it from manufacturing or acquiring
nuclear weapons. It requires neither an Ad-
ditional Protocol nor renunciation of safe-
guarded enrichment. The Protocol im-
proves information and access, especially
concerningundeclared activities, butis not
a universal legal requirement.

Thereported terms donotimmediately
authorise an enrichment plant. They first
envisage a study lasting two years. If the
study establishes a commercial case and
Washington agrees, American companies
could build a facility using a “black box”
model without transferring the underlying
centrifuge technology. If Washington rejects
enrichment, Riyadh would reportedly
undertake for 10 years not to enrich inde-
pendently or through another supplier. The
question is deferred, not decided.

Saudi Arabia hasacredible civilian case
for nuclear power. Nuclear power could
conserve oil for exportand complement re-
newables. Riyadh links domestic enrich-
ment to fuel cycle autonomy, uranium de-
velopment and industrial capability.
Domestic enrichment would not create an
independent fuel cycle. No Middle Eastern
commercial plant fabricates power reactor

fuel assemblies. Enriched uranium would
therefore go abroad to become reactor fuel
unless Riyadh later built such a plant. This
limits the autonomy enrichment would
provide without removing the proliferation
concern attached to centrifuges.

Five of the 31 states operating nuclear
power reactorslack an Additional Protocol
in force: Argentina, Belarus, Brazil, Iranand
Pakistan. Belarus has signed one but not
brought it into force. Iran has unresolved
safeguards issues and Pakistan is outside
the NPT. Argentina and Brazil combine
IAEA safeguards with the Brazilian-Argen-
tine Agency for Accounting and Control of
Nuclear Materials. Brazil enriches at Re-
sende; Argentinaretains pilotand research
enrichment capabilities.

Asaninternational civil servant with the
IAEA, Iaccompanied Director General Mo-
hamed ElBaradei to Resende. Brazil owns
its centrifuge technology and shields parts
of its cascade design, while IAEA and
ABACC inspectors verify material flows,
samples and output. The reported Saudi
model would not transfer the supplier’scen-
trifuge technology to the host. In that nar-
row respect, it would be more restrictive
than Resende. It would not eliminate opetr-
ational learning. Resende taught me to re-
sist both alarmism and complacency.

Any enrichment arrangement should
combine IAEA material accountancy and
inspector access with bilateral limitson en-
richment, technology controls and conse-
quences for breach. The IAEA has said it
awaits a formal request to undertake the
proposed verification. Any bespoke ar-
rangement would then go to its board of
governors for approval. US participation
would add consent rights, export controls
and congressional scrutiny. American re-
fusal would not necessarily end Saudi nu-
clear plans. Riyadh could turn to another
supplier offering Washington less visibility
andleverage. Iran and Israel will shape how
any Saudi programmeisread. Saudileaders
have linked their nuclear choices to Iran,
making verification essential. AMiddle East
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone remains a dis-
tant prospect. The 1988 India-Pakistan
agreement offers a modest precedent for
protecting nuclear installations from attack,
but a Gulf equivalent remains unlikely.

India should support access to peaceful
nuclear technology, insist on verification
that can detect misuse and reserve judge-
ment on enrichmentuntil the studyis com-
plete and any governing terms are public.

The world gains little by treating Saudi
nuclear power as a weapons programme
simply because enrichment remains unre-
solved. What matters is whether the agree-
ment limitsthe spread of sensitive technol-
ogy and enables early detection of diversion
of safeguarded nuclear material. ASaudire-
actor isnot a Saudi bomb.

The writer is former permanent
representative of India to the UN, and dean,
Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad

I[t'sarecipe for
nuclear proliferation
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FEISAL AMIN AL-ISTRABADI

URRENT US policies seem

tailored to engender a nuclear

arms race in the Middle East.

Donald Trump recently ap-

proved an agreement with
Saudi Arabia (KSA) nominally for the
transfer of nuclear energy technologies, but
one that notably lacked the types of safe-
guards against non-proliferation that the
US normally attaches to such agreements.
There has thus been unease that there are
no controls in place preventing KSA from
enriching fissile materials, especially inlight
of reports that KSA has announced it would
match Iran’s nuclear programme.

Does the President know about the ap-
parent deficiencies in this agreement re-
garding non-proliferation safeguards? Part
of the difficulty in answering this question
is that this administration famously
eschews those with technical or scientific
expertise. The US Secretary of Energy, who
signed the agreement with KSA, isa former
oil executive and major donor to the Repub-
lican Party with no known expertise innon-
proliferation issues. Thisisin sharp contrast
toBarackObama’s Secretary of Energy, who
helped negotiate the Iran nuclear deal. He
was a nuclear physicist and a professor at
MIT before being appointed to the cabinet.
Meanwhile, Trump has not had an ambas-
sador in Riyadh since he returned to office.

The US-Israeli war on Iran, too,
threatenstoincrease proliferationinthere-
gion. It must have dawned on the current
leaders in Tehran that it was a blunder for
their late Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei,
nottoorderthebuildingofanucleararsenal
with alldue haste. Instead, he authorised an
agreement with the Obama Administration
thatlimited Iran’senrichment and included
arigorous inspections regime by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency. Iran re-
mained in compliance, putting whatever
nuclearambitions it may have had onhold,
only to see Trump withdraw from that
agreement duringhis first term. Then, with-
out any credible imminent threat, Trump
undertook a bombing campaign in June
2025 and amore comprehensive war in Feb-
ruary 2026, which is still ongoing.

This situation is in sharp contrast with
Trump’s treatment of North Korea’s Kim
Jong Un, who sits atop a nuclear arsenal
amassed in violation of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. Trump met repeatedly
with Kim in his first term and never men-
tions North Korea now. The message is
clear: If you want respect, build abomb.

Leaders in other Middle Eastern capi-
tals are no doubt also taking note. Israel is
currently the only country in the Middle

East known to be a nuclear-armed state,
and it has been for at least 40 years, having
developed its nuclear capabilitiesin collab-
oration with apartheid-eraSouth Africa.So
long as the US provided the security guar-
antees for allied Middle Eastern states,
those states could be relatively sanguine
about Israel’snuclear arsenal. Butsince the
beginning of Trump’s second term, Israel
has attacked at least seven countriesin the
region, including Qatar, which houses
America’slargestairbasein theregion. The
US has not uttered a peep.

Egyptand Turkey may well cometothe
same conclusion as Saudi Arabia and Iran.
To safeguard against Israel, America, or
other regional players, the safest bet is to
adopt the nuclear option. The UAE already
relies on nuclear energy for 25 per cent of its
electrical grid. Jordan has significant ura-
niumdeposits and certainly would not need
to rely on any outside power. Even Iraq,
which denounced the acquisition of WMDs
in its current constitution in light of its ex-
ecrable history of using poison gas on its
own Kurdish citizens as well as Iranian
forces during the Iran-Iraq War, could re-
consider if the entire region begins to ex-
plore the nuclear option.

Trump did, in the end, have second
thoughts. The day after announcing the
US-Saudi nuclear agreement, he an-
nounced he would only honour the agree-
ment if KSA normalised with Israel. No
doubt Benjamin Netanyahu had some-
thing to do with it. This means the Saudi
dealisstalled for the foreseeable future. Be-
fore Hamas’s October 7 terrorist attack, it
had been Netanyahu, not KSA, who was
dragging his feet on normalisation. And
after Israel’s response — which a UN com-
mission characterised as genocide in Gaza
— since October 7, KSA likely cannot nor-
malise with Israel for the foreseeable future
duetodomestic considerations and the ex-
treme unlikelihood of Israel recognising a
Palestinian state anytime soon. But that will
not necessarily delay KSA’'s nuclear ambi-
tions, whatever they may be. Russia or
China will be willing to fill the void on the
theory they are merely transferring energy
technology — as the US has claimed. And
ifthose states are too queasy to provide the
necessary resources, perhaps Pakistan,
which has just signed a mutual defence
treaty with KSA, might stepin.

Some security specialists have argued
that nuclear proliferation makes the world
safer because nuclear-armed states are less
likely to go to war with one another. If US
policy remains on the path Trump has set,
thattheory maybe tested in the not-distant
future. Given the history of conflict in the
Middle East in the last century, one can be
forgiven for viewing these prognostications
with trepidation.

The writer is founding director
of the Centre for the Study

of the Middle East at Indiana
University, Bloomington

RAGINI NAYAK

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN has resigned.
The students have prevailed. The movement
achieved what wasinitially thought tobeim-
possible. The protestors may have dispersed,
but their images will linger.

A young woman protestor stands with
her arms outstretched in a protective ges-
ture, instinctively shielding fellow students.
Sheisn't posturing for the camera; she is po-
sitioning herself to protect. Elsewhere, on
one side, is the state wrapped in armour,
carrying a shield and baton, wearing a blue
helmet and the authority of law. On the op-
posite side stands a female student. No hel-
met, noarmout, noweapon. Only ablue du-
patta wrapped around her face and a raised
hand thatseemstoask, “Isthiswhat democ-
racy has come to?” In a different setting, a

They fought like girls. And won

young woman is standing alone on a rain-
soaked street. She stops the police vehicle
towering over herwith one hand on the cold
metal and the other placed on her waist.
Feminist movementsacrosstheglobeare
fighting against the exclusion of women
from public spaces, discourses, and protests.
This student protest was different. Female
protestors, instead of comingacross as mar-
ginalised victims, emerged as the vanguard.
They subverted and transformed the histori-
cal insult of weakness, embedded in the
idiom “fight like a girl”. The images of mod-
ern young women standing against barri-
cades or blocking police vehicles do not exist
inahistorical vacuum. Longbefore feminist
theory gave them the language to critique
patriarchy, Indian women were already re-
writing its assumptions through their lives.
Savitri defeated Yama not through physi-
cal force, but through moral courage and in-
tellectual brilliance. Draupadi resisted quiet
submission and public humiliation in the

Kaurava court by asking a question that
shookthelegitimacy of poweritself: Could a
man whohad already gambled away hisown
freedom continue to claim ownership over
his wife? Savitribai Phule walked with un-
yieldingresolve every morningto India’s first
school for girls, enduring stones, mud, and
cow dung hurled at her. Aruna Asaf Ali
fought colonial rule, went underground, and
hoisted the national flag in 1942 during the
Quit India movement. These women are
connected by a single thread. Each rejected
silence, passivity, and victimhood. They
fought against injustice, but they were not
attempting to “fight like men”. They were
feminising the very meaning of valour.
Contemporary student protests reveal a
radical linguistic departure from how brave
women have been traditionally honoured.
When thelegendary poet Subhadra Kumari
Chauhan penned her immortal tribute to
Rani Lakshmi Bai’s unparalleled bravado —
“Khoob ladi mardani, wo toJhansi wali Rani
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thi” — she had to call Rani Lakshmi Bai
“mardani”, “like a man”. Today, young
women stand before the power of the state
intheir dupattas, spectacles, and backpacks
— unapologetically female, fiercely protec-
tive, and absolutely defiant. Before the pan-
India organic eruption of the student protest,
this linguistic reclamation found a modern
legislative vocabulary in Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra's campaign anthem for the 2022 Uttar

Pradesh assembly elections — Ladki Hun,

Lad Sakti Hun. When, on the streets and in

Parliament, women champion the rights of
the student community, question their sys-
tematicbetrayal by institutional paper leaks
and brutal police lathi charges, and chal-
lenge the extreme apathy of the government,
they prove that to “fight like a gir]” isnot an
antithesis, but a synonym of courage.

The writer is national spokesperson,
Congress, and former president of the
Delhi University Students Union

Anatomy of a gaali:
Anger borrows from
old patriarchy

SHAZIA ILMI

HAT WILL history re-

member from therecent

scenesatJantar Mantar?

The demand for exam-

ination reforms? The
allegations of police excesses? The debate
over accountability? Perhaps.

Many, however, may remember some-
thingelse entirely: Youngwomenshouting
out misogynistic abuse, as though vulgar-
ity had become a badge of courage. That
surprised me. After all, thisisthe Instagram
generation, one that has reinvented com-
munication. It creates memes that punc-
ture powerful narratives in minutes. It
speaks through satire and humour with a
creativity previous generations could
scarcely imagine. It has built an entirely
newlanguage of expression. Which iswhat
makes its dependence on abusive lan-
guage, rooted in centuries-old patriarchal
formulations, all the more disappointing.

Surely a generation capable of invent-
inganewvocabulary of memescaninvent
anew vocabulary of anger?Surely it can ex-
press dissent with greater wit, intelligence
and originality, instead of simply recycling
the oldest slurs from the patriarchal play-
book?Thatisn’t cool;itisintellectuallylazy.

There are those who have defended
the language. Why should only men
have the freedom to
swear, they ask. Others
have dismissed criti-
cism as moral policing.
Anger, they argue, has
its own language.

These are fair points,
but they missa more fun-

ofhis family. The abuse is directed at him,
but the humiliation is imagined through
his mother, sister or daughter.

That is the anatomy of a gaali.

These are not merely vulgar words.
They encode an entire social order. They
reduce women to repositories of male hon-
our, turning them into territory through
which men assert dominance over one
another. Even when exchanged between
men, women remain the battlefield.

Language is never just language. It
carries history, preserves hierarchies and
quietly transmits prejudice across genetr-
ations. Every casual repetition normalises
theideathatawoman’sbodyisalegitimate
site for humiliation.

Which is why hearing young women
use these abuses as though they represent
empowermentissodeeplyironic. Thereis
nothing cool about recycling the oldest ex-
pressions of misogyny in our language.

Patriarchy wins twice, first when it in-
vents these filthy abuses, and again when
women mistake repeating them for rebel-
lion and liberation.

Women did not struggle for gener-
ations merely to inherit the worst instincts
of men. They fought to redefine what
courage, dignity and strength look like —
and what they sound like. The opposite of
patriarchy is not women behaving like the
worst men. Aping masculine aggression
isnot empowerment.

Werightly speak about toxic masculin-
ity. But toxic patriarchy cannotbe replaced
by toxic feminism. Liberation does not lie
in imitating the language of those who
diminished women for centuries. Itliesin
rejecting that language altogether and cre-
atingavocabulary worthy
of equality.

The protests at Jantar
Mantar raised important
questions about examin-
ation reforms and allega-
tions of excessive force.
None of that, however,

damental one: Why are explains why misogyn-
young women proudly istic abuse should be-
using the language that come the soundtrack of
patriarchy invented to amovement.
humiliate women? Can claims about dis-
Having been a part of mantling patriarchy be
both the Anna Hazare made while speaking its
movement and the Nirb- oldest vocabulary? Can
haya protests, I witnessed ILLUSTRATION: TANUSHRIMITRA - yromen truly call it liber-

publicanger atits most visceral. The streets
overflowed with emotion. We marched,
shouted slogans, confronted those in
power, and demanded accountability. We
werelathi-charged, and FIRs werebooked
against us. We even had to deal with vin-
dictive actionslike electricity connections
being cut. Yet, through all that rage and all
that suffering, Idonot recall women resort-
ingto profanity to make themselves heard.

Our anger was fierce, but it was never
crude. We communicated with passion,
conviction and moral force — not by bor-
rowing the language of misogyny. We be-
lieved our arguments were strongenough
to carry our outrage. We never felt the
need to sound like the crudest voices in
the crowd.

Every society uses profanity. The Eng-
lishlanguage hasits own deeply misogyn-
istic insults. But many Indian gaalis carry
a particular cultural imprint. They derive
their power from the old patriarchal belief
that aman’s honour resides in the women

ation when they voluntarily reduce them-
selves and other women to property or re-
positories of honour?

Womendeserve freedomnotonly from
discriminatory laws, but also from the in-
visible prison of a vocabulary that has, for
centuries, reduced them to somebody’s
honour, somebody’s property and some-
body else’s shame. Freedom begins when
women stop mistaking the vocabulary of
patriarchy for the language of liberation.

The first battle for women’s freedom
was fought in our laws and institutions.
The next must be fought in our language.

For aslongaswomen speak words that
derive their power from humiliating
mothers and sisters, patriarchy will con-
tinue to echo through voices that believe
they are free.

Thatisnotliberation. That is patriarchy;,
speaking through a different voice.

The writer is national
spokesperson of the BJP

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Paper leak law

THE 34-DAY impasse over paper
leaks reveals that governance has
degenerated into reactive damage
control (‘Law is in, lawmakers
should speak for young’, IE, July 30).
While it is valuable to have the
expert opinions of stalwarts such as
KRadhakrishnan and Nandan Nile-
kani, their insights are meaningless
without effective administrative
execution. Parliament must activate
itsown department-related stand-
ing committees. These committees
should meet regularly, audit the ad-
ministrative machinery, and rigor-
ously enforce accountability. Law-
makers must look beyond
expanding the statute book; true
statecraft lies in using existing par-
liamentary oversight to ensure that
vital institutional reforms do not re-
main trapped on paper.

Krishan Kumar Chugh, New Delhi

THE PASSAGE of the Public Examin-
ations Amendment Bill marks a turn-
ing pointin how India responds to
youth-led demands for fairness and
accountability (‘Law is in, lawmakers
should speak for young’, IE, July 30).
The students’ protests were not acts
of defiance but calls for dignity and
trustininstitutions. Parliament must
now translate this momentum into
deeper reforms that make education
more transparent and employment

Kolkata

more meaningful. The young are not
asking for sympathy; they are asking
for sincerity. If lawmakers listen with
empathy and act with courage, they
canrebuild faith in democracy itself.
Ignoring this moment would mean
silencing the very voices that will de-
fineits future.

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

Rogue Al

AS WE have seen in science fiction

films and stories, and now in some
research, when we give Al a task, it
treats that task asits sole purpose,
neglecting everything else, includ-
ing the ethics and guardrails we
have putin place (‘Did OpenAl's
Agent go “rogue”? Answer lies out of
the box’, IE, July 29). Humans, how-
ever, understand caution, fear, emo-
tion, pain, and doubt, and can recog-
nise when an order should not be
followed. What distinguishes
humans from Al is self-doubt and
the ability to question the person
giving the orders, to recognise that
not everythingcan or should be
done, and to accept our own limita-
tions. Even when an Al model is very
small, it rarely acknowledges that it
does not know something. Instead,
it may hallucinate, look for
shortcuts, exploitloopholes, or at-
tempt actions that should not be
takenin the first place.

Manas Tiwari, viaemail
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IRGC CLAIMS IT STRUCK U.S. ASSETS IN JORDAN & KUWAIT; U.S. SAYS IT HIT GUARDS’ HQ & DRONE FACILITIES

CanChinarestrain - Prone strike near Suez Canal g

Iran? Gulf states test
Beijing’s influence

Reuters
Beirut, Riyadh, July 30

AS THE Iran war escalates
again, Gulf Arab states arelook-
ingto China - not Washington -
to use its economic leverage
over Iran to open up the Strait
of Hormuz and Red Sea, testing
how far Beijing is able and will-
ing to pressurise Tehran.

The Gulf push for a bigger
Chinese role is driven by grow-
ing frustration, Gulf
sources say. The war
launched with US-Israeli
attacks onIran on Febru-
ary 28 has hurt their re-
gional foe but also re-
stricted their vital energy
exportsand, to varying degrees,
put them in the firing line.

With Iran and its allies
threatening the Bab el-Mandeb
waterway inthe Red Seaaswell
as Hormuz, Gulf states have
sought Beijing's help, conscious
that the war has exposed the li-
mits of American powetr, three
regional sources say.

China's Foreign Minister
Wang Yi has held dozens of
calls and meetings with
counterparts seeking a new
ceasefire, while special envoy
Zhai Jun has held talks in Gulf
Arab capitals as well as Iran.

“China has maintained
close communication with all
parties, and has consistently
worked to stop the fightingand

(Gaza truce talks
See rare progress
even asIsraeli
airstrikes kill six

Palestinians mourn at the funeral
of peoplekilled in Israeli strikes in
Khan Younis on Thursday. REUTERS

Reuters
Cairo, July 30

TALKS BETWEEN mediators
and Hamas leaders in Cairo on
implementing a US-brokered
Gazapeace plan have maderare
progress, sources close to the ef-
fort said on Thursday, although
an Israeli official said proposed
termswere not satisfactory. Ear-
lier, Israeli strikes killed at least
six Palestinians in Gaza Thurs-
day, including two children.

AHamasofficialand adiplo-
mat close to the Cairo talks said
discussions were “positive” and
“making progress’.

The official said the progress
would be tested by Israel's re-
sponse and whether this allowed
a broad accord to be reached.
However, thelsraeli official, who
declined tobeidentified, said Is-
rael had rejected a proposal.

“Israel demands complete
disarmament of Hamas, includ-
ingthe removal of weapons from
Gazaand complete demilitariza-
tion of the Stripasa precondition
forany process,” the official said.

“The 15-point document in
question does not provide a sat-
isfactory response to these de-
mands and Israel conveyed its
objections.”

| O

promote peace,” its foreign
ministry said in response to a
request for comment.

China’s position as both a
major buyer of oil from across
the Gulfand Iran'sbiggest trad-
ing partner presents opportun-
ities but also sensitivities.

“There’s huge respect be-
tween the Gulf and China and
they are abigtrading partnet, so
anyissueisraised inavery quiet
manner,” one Gulf source said.

Iran says it will
maintain control over
the Strait of Hormuz,
noting it was attacked
during negotiations
over the nuclear pro-
gramme the US and Is-
rael have vowed to destroy.

Gulf governments ulti-
mately hope that Beijing will
steer Tehran toward a negoti-
ated settlement, said the
source, adding that China often
moves slowly and cautiously.
But they are aware that a pro-
longed war may also serve
China’sinterest by piling press-
ure on the United States.

China has developed close
trade and investment ties with
the six states in the Gulf Coop-
eration Council - Bahrain, Ku-
wait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab
Emirates - since a Gulf-China
summit in 2022. Another sum-
mit is planned this year in
Riyadh but not yet confirmed.

raises more security threats

Reuters
Dubai, July 30

A DRONE strike on gas vessels
in Egypt's Mediterranean port of
Damietta signalled a potential
new front in the US-Iran watr,
raising the prospect of threatsto
navigation through the Suez
Canal, one ofthelastremaining
export routes for Saudi oil.

Egypt's cabinet said on
Thursday that an initial inves-
tigation found an unidentified
drone caused a fire on two
vessels at Damietta port on
Wednesday. The port lies near
the Suez Canal, which links the
Mediterranean and Red Seas.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility, the cabinet said.
Sources said the drone hit US-
owned gas storage tanker Ener-
gos Winter, causing a fire that
spread to a second vessel.

Overnight, the US military
said it struck Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards’ military command
centres and drone facilities
after Tehran fired at US forces
in the region.

Iranian state media, quot-
ing the Guards, said US strikes
killed three civilians and
wounded two children on
Qeshm Island, while three
Guards members were Kkilled in
Zanjan province.

The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps said it struck the
Azraq military base in Jordan
in response, attacking US F-35

A screen grab of a social media video shows smoke rising after US
strikes on Ahvaz city in Iran’s Khuzestan province on Thursday. REuTERS

fighterjets. The US military de-
nied this, saying no aircraft had
been destroyed or damaged.

“All missiles and drones
were intercepted, or failed to
reach targeted areas,” Central
Command said. US bases in
Jordan have lately become pri-
mary Iranian targets. Jordan’s
armed forces said earlier on
Thursday they had intercepted
five Iranian missiles.

The Guards also struck US
assets at Ali Al Salem Air Base
in Kuwait, according to Iran's

Tasnim news agency.

An Iranian attack hit a
building owned by a Chinese
company in northern Kuwait,
killing a worker and inflicting
significant damage, Kuwait's
Defence Ministry said.

In a first in the five-month
war, Saudi Arabia on Wednes-
day publicly joined
strikes alongside US forces, tar-
geting Iran-aligned groups in
eastern Iraq, in retaliation for
drone attacks on Saudi oil tar-
getslaunched from Iraq.

Saudiunveils
planformaritime
defencecoalition

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia Thursday
unveiled plans for a multina-
tional maritime defence coali-
tionaimed at protecting interna-
tional shipping and energy
supply routesin Red Sea afterat-
tacks by Yemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthisdisrupted one of world’s
busiest trade corridors.

The Saudi defence ministry
said representatives from 43
countries and the European
Union attended an international
meeting that discussed the pro-
posed coalition, including Saudi
Arabia serving as its founding
andleadingstate and hostingits
headquarters. REUTERS

Another Iran-aligned group,
Yemen's Houthis, carried out
the attacks on Saudi Arabia
fromIraqiterritory in coordina-
tion with Iraqi groups, accord-
ing to assessments by Saudi
Arabia and regional partners.

Thelatest strikesinIragand
Egypt threatened to draw more
West Asian countries into the
conflict after the Houthi mili-
tants declared a naval blockade
last week on Saudi Arabia,
threateningthe alternative Red
Searoute for its oil to Asia.

Tension grips PoK as clashes continue amid elections

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, July 30

TENSIONS PREVAILED in Ra-
walkot region in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) on Thurs-
day as clashes continued
between security forces and the
banned Joint Awami Action
Commiittee (JAAC).

The tensions, which have
claimed several lives this week,
coincide with ongoing regional
elections in PoK, with demon-
strators affiliated with JAAC
determined to march towards
Muzaffarabad to press Islama-
bad to accept their demands.

The JAACisacollective of ac-

tivist groups which have been
staging demonstrations for
nearly two months over 12 con-
tentious seats of the so-called
legislative assembly in PoK.

It alleges that the establish-
ment manoeuvres these seatsto
install a prime minister of its
choosing.

In PoK, clashes between se-
curity forces and protesters
have intensified since Monday,
especially in Rawalkot and Mir-
pur, which reportedly resulted
in maximum casualties.

According to the JAAC, at
least 37 men lost their lives in
the clashes.

“The number of those in-
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People rally in support of PoK protestors during a demonstration

in Islamabad on Wednesday. Reuters

jured remains unknown. Amid
heavy gunfire, our people have
continued to stand peacefully

Wildfires rage across Europe even as
France and Spain see some respite

Reuters
Bordeaux, Madrid, Athens,
July 23

FRANCE, SPAIN and Greece
battled major wildfires on
Thursday, with Spain bringing
one blaze under control but
facing new threats as intense
heat, dry vegetation and power-
ful winds kept much of southern
Europe on alert.

Spanish Prime Minister
PedroSanchezdowngraded the
emergency level for a major fire
on the border between Madrid
and Castilla y Leon, but warned
the danger had not passed as at
least 10 otherblazes caused con-
cern across the country.

In France, two people were
arrested on suspicion ofarsonas
crews contained a vast fire near
Bordeaux, while fires in Greece
Kkilled three firefighters and
forced tourists and residents to
flee parts of Crete, some by boat.

US govt map of Africamislabels
every country at global meet

Reuters
July 30

AUSgovernment map of Africa
mislabeled every country dur-
ing a State Department presen-
tation ataglobal conference tak-
ing place in Brazil this week,
causing a stir among attendees
who took screenshots and
posted them online.
Reutersviewed avideo ofthe
presentation given at the AIDS
2026 conference in Rio de Ja-
neiro, which shows the errant
map displayed halfway duringa
presentation about State Depart-
ment’s new health agreements.
A Reuters analysis found the
image of the map in the presen-
tation contained an Al water-
mark signalling it was made

with OpenAl tools. The com-
pany said it was probing report.

The State Department said it
took “full responsibility” for con-
fusion caused and that the map
had been produced by a team
member who hastily changed
the slide deck before the event.

The map showed Nigeria,
where the US currently has sev-
eral hundred troopsdeployed, as
landlocked in the Sahara Desert.
Mozambique, whichisinsouth-
eastern Africa, was relocated to
Horn of Africa, while Ivory Coast
in West Africawas placed onthe
other side of the continent.

In a statement, the State De-
partment said: “We take full re-
sponsibility for the confusion...
it caused for attendees, includ-
ing our African partners.”

“Webarelymadeit... wewere
runningand the fire wasbehind
us, chasing us,” said Lia Galata,
aGreek seasonal tourism worker
who found shelter in an indoor
gymand had tobeevacuated by
boat as a blaze tore through the
hills above a resort on Crete late
Wednesday.

“We have difficult days
ahead of us,” Greek Prime Min-
ister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said.

Emergency crews have faced
barely a pause between heat-
waves and fire fronts this
summer across an increasingly
tinder-dry Europe, the world's
fastest-warming continent.

In eastern England, fire-
fighters were tackling a signifi-
cantwildfireat Dunwich Heath,
prompting the evacuation of
about 200 caravans from the
area, a significant biodiversity
site. Suffolk Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice called the blaze one of
the most challenging incidents.

Clooney family
forcedtoflee
‘beautiful home’

Paris: George Clooney has said
his family has been forced to
evacuate their home in south-
eastern France as a wildfire
burned nearby, his agent said
Thursday. The Hollywood star
behind the Ocean’s Eleven fran-
chise and other films made the
statement in a letter to Didier
Bremond, mayor of Brignoles,
publicist Guido Gotz said.
“Atthispointwe have noidea
whether our beautiful home
makes it through this terrible
moment”... AmalandIarecom-
mitted to making sure that what-
ever happens to our village”
Clooney wrote, referring to his
wife Amal. REUTERS

and unarmed. God willing, our
peaceful struggle against op-
pression and injustice will con-

tinue,” it said in a statement.

However, the Pakistan gov-
ernment denied any death of
civilians saying militants of the
banned Tehrik-e Taliban are
present among the protesters
and crackdown against them
will continue.

“We will not talk to the pro-
testers and law will take its
course,” Pakistan State Minister
for Interior Affairs Talal Chaud-
hary said.

Amnesty International and
the Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan have expressed con-
cernsover reportsof violencein
the region, calling on the auth-
orities to probe the incidents.

Toll now three as clashes
spread in Nepal’s Tarai;
Balen vows stern action

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu,July 30

NEPAL PRIME Minister Balen-
dra Shah promised stringent
and effective measures against
those responsible for riotingand
clashesin parts of eastern Nepal.

Inasix-minutetelevised ad-
dress to the nation, he said in-
vestigation has already begun
into the violence that erupted
in Sundari district and spread
to other areas, and no one
found guilty would be spared.

The PM said Nepal’s consti-
tution guarantees equal rights
to all citizens to pursue and
practise all religions and the
government is determined to
protect those rights. “No re-
ligion preaches hatred and in-
tolerance,” he added.

Shah came under fierce criti-

cism for his continued absence
in Parliament even as death toll
rosetothreein continuingcom-
munal clashes since Monday.

Shah and Home Minister
Sudhan Gurung were both ab-
sent in the House as Opposition
members demanded that they
come and explain the situation
in curfew-hit Sunsari and Si-
raha districts in eastern Nepal
where the army is deployed to
restore law and order.

The situation in the two dis-
tricts flared up on Thursday asa
15-year-old boy, Ganesh Yadav,
died in Golbazar area of Siraha
districtas protestorsindulgedin
arson, burned down a few
houses and attacked a shopping
mall. They were demanding
stern action against the culprits
who attacked “pilgrims” in ad-
joining Sunsari Monday night.

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Rescuers work at the site of houses hit by a Russian missile strike in
Dnipropetrovsk region of Ukraine on Thursday. REUTERS

Russian attacks kill
10; NATO scrambles
jets after amissile
lands in Poland

Associated Press
Kyiv, July 30

A RUSSIAN ballistic missile
and drone barrage across
Ukraine overnight Kkilled at
least 10 civilians, including
children, and injured more
than S0 others, officials said
Thursday, and  NATO
scrambled its warplanes after
one of the missiles crossed the
country’s western border into
Poland.

Theblitz expanded Russia’s
almost daily bombardment of
Ukrainian cities, including the
capital of Kyiv where tens of
thousands spent the night shel-
tering in subway stations, as
Moscow apparently looked to
exploit Kyiv’s critical shortage
of Western-supplied anti-bal-
listic missile defenses.

NATO said a Russian mis-
sile entered Polish airspace dur-
ingthe onslaught and landed in
a rural area. It caused no in-
juries or damage but could
deepen tensions between the
military alliance and Moscow,
as wary European countries

fear the 4-year-old war could
spill into their territory.

NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte called it “yet
another reckless act by Russia
and a dangerous consequence
of its war against Ukraine.”

Polish Prime Minister Don-
ald Tusk said it was “a very seri-
ousincident,”butadded: “There
are absolutely no reasons to be-
lieve that Poland wasthe target.”

Russia’sbarrage struck areas
of Ukraine where weapons are
believed to be stored and manu-
factured. Ukrainianlong-range
drones and missiles have bat-
tered Russia’s oil sector, causing
afuel crisis.

“Given the critical shortage
of air defense missiles from our
partners, our warriors are ac-
complishing truly incredible
things, demonstrating a very
high level of professionalism,”
Zelenskyy said on social media.

“This Russian terror once
again proves that protection
against the Russian missile
threat is the most important
taskwhen it comestosavingthe
lives of our people,” he said.

Russia detains billionaire, govt
official in drone fraud probe

Reuters
Moscow, July 30

RUSSIAN BILLIONAIRE Val-
ery Kustov, executives of his
Efko company and a govern-
ment official responsible for
drone development have all
been detained in a major fraud
investigation, news outlets re-
ported on Thursday.

Kustov is the founder, con-
trolling shareholder and board
chairman of Efko, which is ac-
tivein drone production aswell
as being Russia’s leading sun-
flower oil producer.

Three other Efko officials
were also detained, according
to the reports by Interfax news
agency and others. The trade
and industry ministry con-

* BRIEFLY

firmed the detention of Alla Po-
lovchenya, deputy head of its
department of unmanned sys-
tems and robotics.

Mash, a news outlet known
foritssourcesin Russian lawen-
forcement, said the Efko officials
were suspected of covertly pur-
chasing drones from China and
passing them off as company’s
own proprietary development.

Efko in a statement ex-
pressed support forits detained
employees and urged people to
refrain from speculation.

The Efko group hasbeen in-
volved with drones since 2021
through aventure called Future
Transport that describesitselfas
“aleader in the development
and production of unmanned
aerial vehicles in Russia.”

UNITED STATES

Fauciinvokes the 5th Amendment
in Senate committee hearing

DR ANTHONY Fauci on Wednesday
repeatedly invoked the Fifth Amendment
and declined to answer dozens of
questions from senatorsin a Republican-
led committee hearingabout his handling
ofthe COVID-19 pandemic. Though here-
ceived apardoninearly 2025 from Demo-

cratic President Joe Biden, some Republi-

Anthony Fauci at
the hearing on
Wednesday. FiLE

cans pursuing a campaign for his arrest
suggested he could still face charges for
perjury committed duringthe hearing. AP

e FOUND INSIDE A TEA CRATE BRICKED INTO A SEALED FIREPLACE; LATE RETURN FINE WOULD BE AROUND $19500, ALLOWING FOR INFLATION

Overdue for 150 years, book finally returns to Australian library

Rod Mcguirk
Melbourne, July 30

AN AUSTRALIAN public li-
brary has had a book returned
an estimated 150 years late and
hasnoway of trackingdown the
errant borrower, alibrarian said
on Thursday.

The book Antiquities of
Athens, published in 1858, was
returned to the library in the
seaside town of Kiama last week
by amanwho had found it dur-
ingrecenthomerenovationsin-
side a tea crate bricked into a
sealed fireplace, Kiama Library
manager Michelle Hudson said.

“We’ve never had anything
that old come backtous,” Hud-
son said.

“I follow lots of libraries on
social mediaand often you’ll get
things that are maybe 30 or 40
years old when they’re cleaning
out estates and stuff like that,”
sheadded.

ThebookK’s finder did notim-
mediately respond to The As-
sociated Press’s request for com-
ment. Thelatereturn fine would
be around 28,000 Australian
dollars ($19,500), allowing for in-
flation, Hudson said.

That was calculated on the
British three pence-a-week over-
due fee that was printed on the
inside cover of the book, along
with a list of rules that applied
when thelibrary opened in1872.

But Hudson said there was
no way of tracing the final bor-
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Library manager Michelle Hudson holds Antiquities of Athens after
its return; the library-stamped page from the book. Ap

rower who had accrued the
debt. The library journal from
the 1870s that recorded who

borrowed abook and when had
been lost.
“Unfortunately, we have a

Kolkata

missing link. There’s nothing in
thebookthat tellsuswhothelast
borrower was,” Hudson said.

Library rules in the 1870s
stated that a book had to be re-
turned and an overdue debt paid
before another book could be
borrowed. “Maybe that’s why
they never returned it to us,”
Hudson said.

Antiquated rules of the day
included that up to three books
could be borrowed by house-
holds in which at least six
members were “known to be
able to read.” Proof of reading
ability is no longer required to
use today’s library.

In the 1870s, books were not
lentto people who arrived atthe
library in a “state of intoxica-

tion.” Library users are now
asked to leave if their behavior
impactsothers, buttherulesare
not specific about intoxication.

The book, which has some
water damage from its years
under a chimney, was marked
as No. 506 in the library’s orig-
inal collection of around 1,000
books, Hudson said.

She expects the book was
lost within a few years of the li-
brary opening.

The returned book will be
displayed in the library’s local
history collection.

“We’re not going to allow it
to go back out again. We don’t
want to wait another 150 years
for this book to be returned,”
Hudson said. AP
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CONSUMPTION CREDIT, LIKE PERSONAL LOANS & CREDIT CARDS, HAS EMERGED AS DOMINANT SEGMENT

Overleveraged borrowers jump

3X, credit expansion slows: CIBIL

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 30

INDIA’'S DECADE-long expan-
sionin formal credit hasbrought
millions of first-time borrowers
intothebankingsystem, butthe
next phase of growth could befar
more challenging as rising con-
sumer indebtedness, slowing
borrower growth and shrinking
participation by first-time bor-
rowers emerge as key concerns,
according to a TransUnion
CIBIL study.

A big warning sign is the
steady increase in financially
stretched borrowers. The share
of overleveraged consumers
rose threefold — from 5% in
FY17 to 18% in FY24 — before
easing marginally to 15% in
FY26 after industry interven-
tion, says the CIBIL report, Un-
locking Access: Journey of
Credit Expansion in India.

The excessive borrowing is
concentrated largely among
younger consumers, who have
also been the fastest-growing
segment of India’s retail credit
market. Another concernisthe
sharp slowdown in the pace of
expansion of active borrowers.
The proportion of credit-active
consumerswithin the credit-eli-
gible population also increased

during this period, from 11% in
March 2017 to 28% in March
2026. However, the com-
pounded annual growth rate of
the credit-active consumer base
moderated from 14% during the
March 2017-March 2019 period
to 9% during March 2024-
March 2026 period, suggesting
that the easy gains from finan-
cial inclusion may be tapering
off, CIBIL said.

The pipeline of new bor-
rowersis also shrinking. New-to-
Credit (NTC) consumers ac-
counted for 32% of retail loan
originations in 2017 but their
share has fallen to just 13% by
2026. Thisindicates thatlenders
are increasingly relying on re-
peatborrowersinstead of expan-
ding the formal credit net to
households that have never bor-
rowed before. “These numbers
indicate significant opportunity
to both deepen engagement
with those already within the
credit fold, and tobring new con-
sumers into the formal credit
ecosystem,” CIBIL said.

The nature of borrowing has
also undergone a significant
shift. Consumption credit—in-
cluding personal loans, credit
cards and consumer durable fi-
nance—has emerged as the
dominant segment, with the

Govt: No pressure on
automakers to back
E20 petrol or hide info

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, July 30

THEREIS no pressure from the
government on vehicle manu-
factures to support E20 petrol
or to hide any facts about the
fuel, the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG) said
Thursday, rejecting certain
claims doing the rounds on so-
cial media. Amid the public
backlash over E20 fuel — 80
parts petrol and 20 parts etha-
nol — the ministry also re-
jected claims that automakers
have privately indicated that
E20 is not desirable.

India achieved 20% ethanol
blending in petrol last year and
E20 is the standard petrol vari-
antavailable across the country.
There has been a public back-
lash over the E20 fuel, with
claims ranging from notable re-
duction in mileage and engine
component wear and tear in
older vehicles whose engines
were not designed for higher
ethanol blends.

On its part, the government
hasbeen attemptingtoallay fears,
sayingthatthedropinmileagein
older vehicles would be 3-5% at
most, and would be outweighed
by the benefitslike higher octane
rating, superior anti-knock char-
acteristics, faster combustion,
better pickup, smoother acceler-
ation and cleaner engine oper-
ation. The government has also
consistently rejected claims that
E20 fuel could damage engine
components, saying that the ex-

tensive testing and field valida-
tion was done before E20 petrol
wasrolled out.

“Had automobile manufac-
turers not been satisfied with the
scientific validation, they would
neither have certified E20-com-
patible vehicles, nor continued
tohonour warranty obligations.
Manufacturers continue tohon-
ourwarranties for vehicles oper-
ating on specification-com-
pliant E20 fuel because they
have confidence in the extensive
testing that preceded the roll-
out,” the MoPNG said.

“India's automobile manu-
facturersareindependentlisted
companies with legal and regu-
latory obligations to their cus-
tomers. They cannot conceal
widespread vehicle defectswith-
outexposing themselvestowar-
ranty claims, product liability,
regulatory action and serious
reputational damage,” itadded.

According to the govern-
ment, vehicle manufacturers
wouldn’t have honoured vehicle
warranties after E20 rollout had
they believed that the fuel was
fadingsystemicengine damage.
Warranty decisionsarebased on
engineeringvalidation and field
experience, not political con-
siderations, it said. The MOPNG
also referred to a July 4 press
conference, in which senior
executives from top automakers
said that E20 was introduced
only after rigorous testing and
extensive validation.
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e EMERGING HEADWINDS?

THE SHARE of over-leveraged
consumers hasrisen threefold,
from5%inFY17t018%in FY24,
before easing marginally to15% in
FY26 after industry intervention,
the report said

THE EXCESSIVE borrowing is
concentrated largely among
younger consumers, who have
also been the fastest-growing seg-
ment of India’s retail credit market

THE SHARE of entities that have
accessed commercial credit

-

declined from 50% to 41%

share of active borrowers hold-
ing such products increasing
from 34% to 51% over the period.

The study also flags con-
cerns in the commercial lend-
ing ecosystem. Further, the
share of entities that have ac-
cessed commercial credit de-
clined from 50% to 41%, the
credit-active share dipped from
10% to 9% and NTC also went
down from 60% to 39% be-
tween quarter ended March
2021 and quarter ended March
2026. Thisindicates further ca-
pacity to bring eligible enter-

prises and medium, small and
micro entrepreneurs into for-
mal credit, it said.
Thisalsoshows that millions
of micro and small enterprises
continue to remain outside the
organised credit system despite
improved creditworthiness.
Geographically, the report
finds that India’s credit map is
undergoing a structural shift.
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Bihar have recorded faster
growth in credit participation
than traditional marketssuch as
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.

- EXPLORING HORIZONS

Vikram-1of Skyroot Aerospace scripted history by becoming the first privately developed
Indian rocket to reach the orbit on July 18. India's space tech ecosystem has now 285
companies, and 72 of them have received equity funding. Total equity funding has reached
$871million across 241 rounds through July 2026.

INDIA'S FIRST PRIVATE ORBITALLAUNCH MARKS A STRUCTURAL MILESTONE

TOTAL
STARTUPS

285

ACTIVE

YEAR  UNDING (SM
2021 43
2022 105
2023 142
2024 72
2025 200
2026 YTD 13

STARTUPS

274

FUNDED
STARTUPS

TOTALEQUITY
FUNDING

While this reflects widening fi-
nancial inclusion beyond the
country’s established economic
centres, it also places greater re-
sponsibility on lenders to main-
tain underwriting standards as
lending expands rapidly into
relatively newer markets.

The report nevertheless
highlights the remarkable ex-
pansion of formal finance. The
share of credit-eligible Indians
who have borrowed at least
once hasincreased from 35%in
2017t0 74% in 2026, while credit
monitoring has risen sharply,
pointing to growing financial
awareness. Women borrowers
increased their share from 22 %
in March 2017 to 30% in March
2026, while that of young bor-
rowers rose from 33%t039%in
the same period.

“What also stands out is
how India’s state-wise credit
heatmap has undergone a
gradual but clear shift. While
the traditionally dominant
states in west and south India
continue their strong credit
uptake, states in north and
central India have seen a re-
markable rise in credit partici-
pation,” said Bhavesh Jain, MD
and CEO, TransUnion CIBIL.
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FUNDING
ROUNDS

72 $87IMN| 241

YoY Funding Trendin India’s Space Tech Ecosystem (2021- 2026 YTD)

NUMBER OF SEED STAGE EARLY STAGE LATE STAGE
ROUNDS FUNDING ($ MN) FUNDING ($ MN) FUNDING ($ MN)
12 14 30 —
24 i 97 —
35 15 127 —
39 25 47 —
53 62 121 17
24 16 43 53

NOTE: TOTAL & STAGE WISE FUNDING DATA AS OF JUL 24, 2026; SOURCE: TRACXN.

EU FTA has enough safeguards to
cushion CBAM impact, says Centre

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, July 30

THE FREE Trade Agreement
(FTA)with the European Union
(EU) has enough safeguards
built-in to cushion the impact
of the Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM) on
Indian companies and ensures
that they also benefit from any
future relaxationsin the carbon
tax regime, a senior official said
Thursday.

“CBAM (carbon border ad-
justment mechanism) took a
lot of negotiating capital...In

the text, there is a separate An-
nexure on dealing with CBAM.
The first pillar is that in case of
flexibility in future (in CBAM),
that will be available to India,”
additional secretary in the De-
partment of Commerce Darpan
Jain said at Indo-German
Chamber of Commerce (IGCC)
Industry Dialogue.

Jain alsois the Chief negoti-
ator of India-EU FTA.

CBAM compliances are a
concern among Small and
Medium Enterprises in terms
of verification, in terms of find-
ingout what is the value of em-

bedded carbon and ensuring
that the verifiers are recognized
by the EU authorities.

The agreement also has a
provision in which India can
engage with EU authorities on
taking into account the carbon
price, whichis paid in Indiaand
adjusting it against the final
carbon tax liability in the 27-
member bloc.

“Indiais currently develop-
ing its own carbon pricing
mechanism. So, how to offset
whatis paid in India from what
is paid in Europe, so even that
is part of it,” he said. FE

RBI tightens transparency
norms on bulk deposit rates,
allows LCR—hnked pricing

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 30

THE RESERVE Bank of India
(RBI) has tightened disclosure
norms for deposit interest rates
while simultaneously giving
banks greater flexibility to price
such depositsbased onliquidity
risks, a move that comes on the
heels of HDFC Bank facing
questions over the pricing of
bulk deposits in the Maharash-
tra State Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC) case.

The interest rates offered on
deposits, including bulk de-
posits, should be uniform across
all branches and for all cus-
tomers and there should be no
discrimination in the matter of
interest paid on the deposits, be-
tween one deposit and another
deposit of similar amount, ac-
cepted on the same date, at any
of its offices, the RBI said while
amending the guidelines.

Under the revised rules,
banks will now be required to
publish interest rates applicable
to all deposits, including bulk
deposits, on their websitesin ad-
vance. More importantly, inter-
est rates for bulk deposits must
be displayed every business day
by 10 AM, with a maximum
grace period until 10.10 AM, the
central bank said.

The exception

However, a bank will have
the freedom to offer differential
interest rate on bulk deposits, by
considering the differential run-
off rate applicable to deposits or
unsecured wholesale funding
under the LCR (liquidity cover-
age ratio) framework, as spec-
ified in the Reserve Bank of
India (Commercial Banks —
Asset Liability Management) Di-
rections, 2025, the RBI said.

This will be applicable on
rupee deposits of non-residents
as well. If a liquidity crisis oc-
curs, run-off rate is the propor-
tion of the fund/ deposits likely
to leave the bank. The bank

'‘Govt to hold
talks with Meta
within a week’

New Delhi: The government
will hold discussions with so-
cial media major Meta on pol-
icy and technical matters
within a week over several
concerns, including the re-
moval of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s Facebook post, a
senior government official
said on Thursday.

The government has sum-
moned Meta’s public policy
head after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s Facebook post,
on July 23, addressing India’s
youth and promising strin-
gent measures against exam
paper leaks, was briefly re-
stricted by the US-headquar-
tered social media giant.

Electronics and IT Secretary
SKrishnan said the government
hasasked Metatocomeinatthe
highest level and explain the
issue that led to the glitch. PTI

; AN ASSOCIATION REPRESENTING 50 RENEWABLE ENERGY FIRMS HAS SOUGHT FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR PROJECTS FACING STRESS DUE TO TRANSMISSION CONSTRAINTS

Transmission hurdles pushlng green energy projects into distress

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, July 30

INDIA’'S RAPIDLY expanding
renewable energy sector is
grappling with a major chal-
lenge: transmission con-
straints. Close to 21 gigawatts
(GW), that is about 9% of the
country’s installed renewable
energy capacity, is currently
being evacuated through tem-
porary grid connections while
awaiting dedicated trans-
mission infrastructure.

Ofthis, around 12 GW faces
restrictions on power evacu-
ation during periods of peak
solar generation, exposing de-
veloperstorevenuelosses and
raising concerns over the fi-
nancial viability of several pro-
jects. Power evacuation is the
process of transferring elec-
tricity generated at a power
plant to the consumption
point.

During the financial year
2025-26 (FY26), around 6,900
gigawatt-hour (GWh) of clean

electricity faced restrictions
due to a mismatch between
the rapid pace of renewable
energy deployment and com-
missioning of associated trans-
mission infrastructure, latest
government data shows.

These projects operate
under Temporary General
Network Access (T-GNA),
a stopgap arrangement for
renewable energy plants
awaiting commissioning of as-
sociated transmission infra-
structure.

Under the current GNA
framework, inter-state trans-
mission system (ISTS)-con-
nected renewable energy pro-
jects with long-term GNA are
granted firm transmission
evacuation rights. T-GNA pro-
jects, however, can schedule
power only if spare trans-
mission capacity is available.
During periods of network
congestion, long-term GNA
projects receive priority, often
resulting in curtailment of
generation from T-GNA-con-

Around 6,900 GWh of clean electricity faced restrictions during

financial year 2025-26. REUTERS

nected plants.

According todevel-
opers, the curtailment
faced by these projects
are as high as 70-80%
of their generating ca-
pacity, posing serious concern
on project viability and debt
servicing.

Electricity curtailment is
the intentional reduction of
power output from renewable
generators.

| O

Financial stress

While renewable
energy sources, such as
solar, enjoy “must-run”
status in India, they can
still be backed down on
grounds of grid security, tech-
nical constraints and trans-
mission bottlenecks.

During April-June, the grid
operators had to curtail 8,133
GWh of electricity generated
by solar power sources due to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

transmission bottlenecks and
to maintain grid security, latest
government data showed.

Developers are compen-
sated for grid-security-related
backing down, but curtailment
caused by transmission bottle-
necks — particularly for pro-
jects operating under T-GNA
— has emerged as a key con-
cern, eroding revenues and
threatening project viability.

On July 22, the Sustainable
Project Developers Associ-
ation (SPDA), which repre-
sents over 50 leading renew-
able energy companies, wrote
to the Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy (MNRE) seek-
ing financial relief for projects
facing stress due to trans-
mission constraints.

“At present, a large number
of renewable energy projects
are experiencing financial
stress primarily due todelaysin
the availability of evacuation
infrastructure, which are out-
side the control of project devel-
opers,” the letter accessed by

The Indian Express read.

“While developers continue
to incur interest during con-
struction, commitment charges,
IDC, O&M expenses and other
fixed costs, project revenues re-
main deferred until trans-
mission systems become oper-
ational,” it added.

The association urged the
MNRE to take up the matter
with the Ministry of Finance,
the Reserve Bank of India,
and financial institutions to
facilitate financial relief for af-
fected projects. Among the
measures sought were mora-
torium on repayment of prin-
cipal for the period of trans-
mission delay, interest-free or
concessional bridge financing
for the affected period, exten-
sion ofloan repayment tenure
without adverse credit impli-
cations, and restructuring of
project debt without down-
grading asset classification,
where appropriate.
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Kolkata

must hold enough High Quality
Liquid Assets (HQLA) like cash
held, government bonds and
central bank reserves, to cover
such stressed outflows.

The current run-off rate is
12.5%, including 2.5% of the de-
posits raised through digital
channels. Higher run-off rates
increase the bank’s expected
cash outflows, reduce the LCR
(liquidity coverage ratio) ratio
and require the bank to hold
more liquid assets.

LCR indicates whether a
bank has enough high-quality
liquid assets.

The central bank on Thurs-
day issued the Reserve Bank of
India (Commercial Banks- In-
terest Rate on Deposits) Second
Amendment Directions, 2026,
which will come into effect from
October 1,2026.

On May 27, The Indian Ex-
press reported that the private
sector lender had conducted an
internal vigilance investigation
into interest payments of Rs 45
crore, “camouflaged” as market-
ing expenditure, made to
MSRDC for 2023-24 and 2024-
25. The report further pointed
that the internal investigation
was ordered on March 12 by the
Audit Committee of the board,

* BRIEFLY

¢ TIGHTERNORMS

UNDER THE revised rules, banks
will now be required to publish
interest rates applicable toall
deposits, including bulk deposits,
on their websites inadvance

INTEREST RATES for bulk
deposits must be displayed
every business day by 10 AM,
with a maximum grace period
until 1010 AM

THELATEST RBImoveislikely to
make it harder for banks to
negotiate rates for select clients
without publicly reflecting those
rates in their published schedules

justsix days before Atanu Chak-
raborty abruptly resigned asthe
bank’s part-time chairman, say-
ing “certain happenings and
practices within the bank are
not in congruence with my per-
sonal values and ethics”.

The internal audit of the
bank’s marketing department
had flagged these payments and
rated the department’s perform-
ance as “unsatisfactory”, inves-
tigation by The Indian Express
showed. These payments were
disguised as contributions to a
road safety awareness cam-
paign through local vendors.

The latest RBI move is likely
to make it harder for banks to
negotiate rates for select clients
without publicly reflecting
those rates in their published
schedules.

The requirement for daily
disclosures creates a transpar-
ent benchmark against which
deposit pricing can be scruti-
nised by regulators, auditors
and depositors.

Banks can now distinguish
between categories of wholesale
deposits based on how sticky or
stable they are from a liquidity
management perspective.
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Vedanta’s Q1
profitjumps,
Arun Misra
named as CEO

Bengaluru:Indian metals-
to-oil conglomerate
Vedantareported a72% rise
in consolidated net profit
rose at Rs 5,473 crore ($572.4
million) for the quarter
ended June 30, helped by
higher base metal prices.
The company on Thursday
named Arun Misra as its
chiefexecutive officer for a
one-year term starting Au-
gust 1. Misra currently
heads Vedanta’s subsidiary
Hindustan Zinc and will
step down to assume the
new role. REUTERS

Maruti starts
production at
4th Gujarat unit

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
India Ltd (MSIL) on Thurs-
day announced commence-
ment of commercial produc-
tion at the fourth plant of its
Hansalpur facility in Guja-
rat. After the start of the
fourth plantthathasan an-
nual capacity of2.51akh
units, the Hansalpur facil-
ity’stotal annual production
capacity hasbeenincreased
to101lakhunits annually
from7.51akh units, MSIL
said. “This marks the first
time in Suzuki’s history that
the total annual production
capacity atasingle manufac-
turing facility hasreached 1
million units,” it said. PTI

* MARKETS

Pilot duty rules
will turn aviation
uncompetitive:
IndiGo’s Bhatia

New Delhi: IndiGo MD
Rahul Bhatia has called for
areview of India’s pilot
flight duty time rules, say-
ing these norms erode
cockpit productivity,
inflate airline costs and
make the country’s
aviation sector
“uncompetitive” compared
with global peers. “I think
Flight Duty Time Limita-
tionsneeds areview,and I
think there’s enough con-
versation going on with the
government,” Bhatia told
PTIin aninterview. PTI

GSTN defers
e-way bill
enhancements

New Delhi: GST Network
has put on hold two
proposed e-way bill
enhancements after hear-
ingindustry feedback on
the proposal. The two en-
hancements that were pro-
posed tobe implemented
from August 1 were the
mandatory capture of the
'Ship-To GSTIN'in Bill to
'Ship-to-transactions’,
aimed atimprovingthe
identification of the actual
recipient of goods and
strengthening traceability.
The second enhancement
was the introduction of a
‘voluntary closure’
facility. PTI
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Ravidas: Icon of
Dalit resistance
in Punjab, beyond

Manraj Grewal Sharma
Chandigarh, July 30

SEVEN MONTHS before Sant Ravidas’s 650th birth anni-
versary, the BJPlaunched a nationwide commemoration
campaign Wednesday at his birthplace near Varanasi, in
the presence of UP CM Yogi Adityanath. Punjab’s AAP
government, too, launched a campaign in February.

Centuries after hislifetime, Guru Ravidas continues to
shape religious thought, social reform, politics and Dalit
assertion in India, particularly Punjab. A Bhakti saint, phil-
osopher and poet, he challenged caste hierarchies while
remainingrooted in his occupation as a cobbler, preached
dignity of labour and envisioned an equal society.

Unique among Bhaktisaints

Guru Ravidas was a15th-16th century saint whose
teachings emphasised devotion to a formless God. He
belonged to the chamar community of leather workers.

Ronki Ram, a professor emeritus at the Institute for De-
velopment and Communication, Chandigarh, and an emi-
nent scholar of Guru Ravidass, told The Indian Express that
the saint neither renounced his religion nor abandoned his
hereditary occupation. In doingso, hislife itself became a
form of peaceful social protest at atime when the Bhakti
movement sought to challenge social hierarchies.

While he rejected ritualism, accounts say he wore the
sacred thread (janeu) and applied the tilak. Ram said
these actions symbolically challenged the upper castes’
monopoly over religious symbols.

Ravidas became widely
revered through his devo-
tional poetry and reform-
ist philosophy. He wrote
in Sadhukari —blending
Awadhi, Braj, Khari Boli,
Punjabi, Rajasthaniand
Sanskrit. Accordingto
Professor Yog Raj Angrish,
who heads the School of
Punjabi Studies at Panjab
University, his verses were
simple and easy to sing.
“While Kabir’s poetry is
marked by rhetoric, resis-
tance and poetic decon-
struction, Ravidas writes
with philosophical depth and humility.”

A centralidea of his philosophy was of Begumpura, an
ideal society founded on principles of equality, justice
and freedom. Prof Angrish says Guru Ravidas was among
the earliest thinkers toimagine a society free from caste,
class and hierarchy. His famous hymn, included in the
Guru Granth Sahib, begins: “Begampura sehar ko naau;
dookh andoh nahitih thaau (Begumpurais the name of
the city. There is no suffering or anxiety there).” The
hymn describes a city free from sorrow, fear, oppressive
taxation and discrimination, where all people enjoy
equality, dignity and unrestricted movement.

Prof Ram says Begumpura represents a society free of
caste hierarchy, poverty and oppression, where everyone
hasenough tolive with dignity and God alone is sovereign.
Scholarsincluding Gail Omvedt have described it as one of
India’s earliest visions of a casteless, classless society.

A Ravidas statuein Varanasi. pTi

Raising Dalit consciousness

Guru Ravidas occupies aunique place in Sikhism. Forty
of hishymns (shabads) and one shloka are included in the
Guru Granth Sahib, alongside compositions of Kabir, Sheikh
Farid and other Bhakti and Sufi saints. Prof Sarabjit Singh of
Punjabi University said these saints lived before Guru
Nanak Dev, who carried forward many of theirideas.

Prof Ram described him as one of the earliest voices of
Dalit resistance, who transformed personal experience
into auniversal message of equality without hatred or re-
venge. His influence became more visible during Punjab’s
Ad Dharm movement of the 1920s, which adopted Ravidas
asits patronsaint tochampion anindependent socio-
political consciousness. As he putit: “Aisa chahoon raaj
mainjahaan milaisabhan ko ann; chhot bado sab sam
basai, Ravidas rahaiprasann (I1long for such akingdom
where everyone has enough to eat, where the small and the
great live as equals; then Ravidas shall be content).”

For millions of Dalits, Ravidas is the foremost spiritual
figure. His followers, the Ravidassias, are a Dalit commu-
nity of whom the bulk — around 12 lakh — live in Punjab’s
Doaba. The politically influential community separated
from Sikhism in 2010 and follows its own scripture.

* LEGAL

SCsets ‘publicinterest’ test
onretrospective greennod
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THE SUPREME Court’s judgment on Wed-
nesday striking down the Centre’s 2021 Of-
fice Memorandum (OM) that allowed
retrospective approval for projects that had
already commenced construction without
environment clearances (ECs), now closes
the door on blanket and open-ended regu-
larisation of such projects. It leaveslimited
room for government action under statu-
tory authority.

The judgment has sought to strike a
middle path in the top court’s evolving en-
vironmental jurisprudence, distinguishing
between the source of executive power and
the limits of regularisation.

The court held that ex-post facto ECs
cannot be created through an OM, but rec-
ognised that the government may, in ex-
ceptional circumstances and in public in-
terest, provide such amechanism through
a statutory notification issued under del-
egated legislative powers.

The test will depend on how narrowly
the government frames any future amnesty
scheme and whether it meets the Supreme
Court’s benchmark of “public interest™.

An OM isanadministrative instruction
issued by a ministry or department and
does not have the force of law. A statutory
notification, by contrast, is issued under
authority granted by a statute — the En-
vironment (Protection) Act, 1986, in this
case — and notified in the Gazette.

Applying this distinction, the court set
aside the Environment Ministry’s July 2021
OM, which introduced a standard operat-
ing procedure (SOP) for granting ex-post
facto ECs to “violation cases”. The court
held that the OM had created a continuing
or “perpetual” regime for condoning viol-
ations. Itdid notinvalidate the March 2017
notification, which provided a limited,
one-time six-month amnesty window.

The judgment also departed from the
court’s May 2025 position that prohibited ex-
post facto ECs “in any form or manner”. In-
stead, itheld thata “narrowly tailored amn-
esty scheme” may be permissible where
justified by “supervening public interest”.

e POLICY

«SC’sEVOLVING ENVIRONMENTAL JURISPRUDENCE

MAR14,2017: The Environment Min-
istry issues notification establishing a
six-month window for non-compliant
projects or activities to apply for envi-
ronmental clearance (EC).

AUG 2, 2017:In Common Cause .
Union of India, the Supreme
Courtdeclares retrospec-

tive ECsinvalid and ‘com-

pletely alien to environ-

mental jurisprudence’.

APR1,2020: In Alembic
Pharmaceuticals Ltd v. Rohit Praja-
pati, the Supreme Court reiterates ‘ex
post facto clearance is alien to envi-
ronmental jurisprudence’. But adopts
a ‘balanced approach’ by imposing
penalties instead of ordering closure
of long-operating units.

MAY 24, 2021: The National Green
Tribunal, in Tanaji B. Gambhire v.

Chief Secretary, Govt of Maharashtra,
directs Environment Ministry to for-

Already benefited

After Mumbai-based environmental
NGO Vanashakti approached the Supreme
Court, the July 2021 OM was stayed, sus-
pending the SOP route for violation cases,
by a bench of Justices B R Gavai and San-
deep Mehta in January 2024.

By then, as reported by The Indian Ex-
press on February 20, 2024, the Environ-
ment Ministry had issued ex-post facto ECs
to more than 100 projects and issued terms
of reference for environmental impact as-
sessment (EIA) to at least another 150 pro-
jects under the violation category since
March 2017.

These projects included coal, iron, and
bauxite mines, a greenfield airport, distil-
leries, steel and iron plants, industrial es-
tates, cement plants, limestone quarries,
chemical units, and buildings.

Among the project proponents were
Singareni Collieries Company Ltd, Maha-
nadi Coalfields Ltd, Jaypee Cement, Ultra-
Tech Cement, Ramco Cements, Bhushan
Steel Ltd, Steel Authority of India, Godrej
Agrovet Ltd, Hindustan Copper, Lloyds
Metals & Energy Ltd, Hindustan Marble,
Artemis Hospital, Pushpawati Singhania
Hospital, Spaze Towers, Hotel Leela Ven-

mulate a proper SOP to address fre-
quency of projects without prior EC.

JUL7,2021: Ministry issues office
memorandum (OM) establishing an
SOP for projects that failed to obtain
prior EC to get regularised after pay-
ing penalties.

DEC9,2021: In Electrosteel
| Steels Ltd v. Union of India,
- Supreme Court says ex
post facto ECs can be
granted in ‘excep-
tional circumstances’
to protect livelihoods
and the economy.

MAY 16, 2025: In
Vanashakti v.
Union of India, A
Supreme Court
strikes down
2017 notifica-
tionand 2021
OMasillegal. It

No blanket
amnesty
orbar

The court held
that ex-post facto
environmental
clearances can’t
be created
through an office
memorandum.

Butit
recognised that
the government
may, in
exceptional
circumstances
and in public
interest, provide
sucha
mechanism.

rules that they were in violation of the
principles laid downin Common
Cause and Alembic.

NOV 18, 2025: Inreview petition, the
Supreme Court recalls May 2025 rul-
ing. Then-CJI BR Gavai holds that the
Vanashaktiorder went against the
Electrosteel judgement and that a ‘bal-
anced approach’is necessary to avoid
waste of money spent on building
projects. SC orders fresh
adjudication of the matter.

A JUL29,2026: Supreme

~ Courtupholds 2017 notifi-

cation but quashes 2021
OM, holding that post
factoEC canbe

granted only through

statutory notifica-

tions, not adminis-

trative actions.

- COMPILED BY
VINEET BHALLA

.

ture Ltd, and the Special Protection Group.

Scope of amnesty

Under the Environmental Impact As-
sessment Notification, 2006, projects
requiring EC must obtain approval before
starting operations. Several projects, how-
ever, began work or expanded operations
without prior clearance.

In March 2017, the ministry issued a
statutory notification offering a one-time
six-month opportunity to such projects to
disclose violations and seek appraisal for
EC, subject to environmental assessment
and other legal consequences.

After the window expired in September
2017, the Madras High Court disposed of
challenges to the notification after record-
ing the Union government’s undertaking
that it was a “one-time measure”.

Subsequently, in Appaswamy Real Es-
tates v. Puducherry Environment Protec-
tion Association, the Madras High Court
granted alimited extension in March 2018.

The ministry issued an OM the same
month allowing eligible projects that were
already in violation as of March 2017 to sub-
mit applications within 30 days. The policy
shifted in July 2021 when the Ministry is-

The judgment has sought to strike
amiddle path, closing the door on
blanket regularisation but leaving
limited room for government action

sued an OM introducing an SOP as an on-
going mechanism for violation cases.

Judicial evolution

In Common Cause v. Union of India
(2017), abench of Justices Madan B Lokur
and Deepak Gupta held that mining oper-
ations requiring EC could not commence
without prior approval. Itemphasised that
the EIA regime is preventive and intended
to assess environmental consequences be-
fore irreversible harm occurs.

In Alembic Pharmaceuticals v. Rohit
Prajapati (2020), a bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Ajay Rastogi held that
ex-post facto EC was inconsistent with fun-
damental principles of environmental ju-
risprudence. The court observed that retro-
spective approval undermines the
precautionary principle by allowing project
proponents to commence activities first
and seek approval later.

However, in Pahwa Plastics v. Dastak
(2022), a bench of Justices Indira Banerjee
and J K Maheshwari adopted a more prag-
matic approach that closure was not always
the appropriate remedy, particularly where
regulatory uncertainty existed and environ-
mental compliance remained possible. The
court held that regulation and remediation
could, in some cases, better serve environ-
mental protection than immediate closure.

Vanashakti litigation

In Vanashaktiv. Union of India,abench
of Justices Abhay S Oka and Uijjal Bhuyan
in May 2025 struck down both the March
2017 notification and the July 2021 OM,
holding that ex-post facto ECs were imper-
missible “in any form or manner”. The
court also held that the one-time amnesty
introduced in 2017 had exhausted itselfand
could notjustify future regularisation.

Following review petitions by the
Union government and industry bodies, a
bench comprising then Chief Justice of
India B R Gavai and Justices Vinod Chan-
dran and Ujjal Bhuyan recalled the May
2025 judgment by a 2:1 majority, holding
that the earlier decision had failed to con-
sider binding precedents and required
fresh adjudication.

The subsequentjudgment now draws a
distinction between a limited statutory
amnesty justified by public interest and a
continuing administrative mechanism
that permits routine regularisation of envi-
ronmental violations.

New paper leak Bill: Bigger fines, longer jail terms, fast-track courts

Damini Nath
New Delhi, July 30

AFTER DAYS of disruptions in both
Houses of Parliament over the NEET paper
leak and the police action on protesting stu-
dents on July 20, Lok Sabha on Thursday
passed the Public Examination (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 by
voice vote. Rajya Sabha, which took the Bill
up for discussion on Thursday, also cleared
it by voice vote.

Why was the Bill introduced?
Parliament had passed the Public
Examination (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024 in 2024 to provide strict punish-
ments for those involved in unfair means,
including leaking of question papers, in
examinations conducted by the Union
Public Service Commission, the Staff Selec-
tion Commission, the Railway Recruit-
ment Board, the Institute of Banking Per-
sonnel Selection and the National Testing
Agency, which conducts the NEET exam.
The Act came into effect in June 2024.
Amid the students’ movement against
paper leaks, sparked by the leak of the
NEET UG paper in May this year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in alate-night so-

cial media post on July 23, announced that
the government would bring a Bill with
stringent measures against paper leaks. On
July 24, the Cabinet approved the Bill
amending the 2024 Act.

In the statement of objects and reasons
of the Bill, Minister of State for Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions Jitendra
Singh wrote: “In recent years, there have
been some incidents of question paper
leakages and malpractices in examinations
conducted by public examination author-
ities, which tend to affect the transparency
and fairness of the public examinations
system. Hence, in order to further
strengthen the fairness, to enhance the
credibility of the public examinations sys-
tem and tofacilitate speedy trial and ensure
time bound investigations of offences
under the said Act, it is necessary to make
amendmentsin the said Act.”

What are its key features?

The amendment Bill, as passed by Lok
Sabha, enhances punishment for individ-
uals, organised groups and service pro-
viders found guilty of adopting unfair
means in a public examination.

The following is the structure of punish-
ments laid out in the Bill:

Trackrecord

® Casesregistered
infast-track courts
has gone up from
81,471in2023to
88,902in2024 and
1,43,936in 2025,
according to a Parlia-
mentary reply.

® The number of
pending cases, too,
has gone up from
2.02lakhin2023to
2.04 lakhin 2024 and
2.45lakhin 2025.

® Cases disposed of
have increased from
76,319in 2023 to
85,595in2024 to
66,500in2025.

INDIVIDUALS

© 2024 law: Imprisonment of three to
five years; fine upto Rs 10 lakh

® New Bill: imprisonment to five to 10
years, fine upto Rs 50 lakh

SERVICE PROVIDERS

® 2024 law: Fine upto Rs1crore; ban on
being assigned any responsibility relating
to a public examination for four years

® New Bill: Fine uptoRs 5 crore; ban on
being assigned any responsibility relating
to a public examination for eight years

DIRECTORS, SENIOR MANAGEMENT OR
PERSONS IN-CHARGE OF SERVICE
PROVIDER FIRM FOUND GUILTY

® 2024 law: Imprisonment of at least
three years; fine of Rs 1 crore

® New Bill: Imprisonment of at least
five years, fine of Rs 5 crore

ORGANISED CRIME

® 2024 law: Imprisonment of five to 10
years; fine of Rs1crore

® New Bill: Imprisonment of least seven
years; fine of Rs 10 crore.

Apart from enhancing the existing pun-
ishments, the Bill also gives statutory back-

ing for fast-track courts to be set up to try
offences under the Act.

The Bill also mandates a five-month
timeline for the investigation and trial of
such offences by fast-track courts.

The Bill gives the Union government
the power to establish a Special Task Force
to investigate offences under the Act.

How have other fast-track courts
performed?

The government has announced that
fast-track courts would be set up in the four
High Courts where cases related to the
NEET leak are ongoing. If the Bill is passed
and comes into effect, any offence under
the Act would also be tried by fast-track
courts.

In the past, the government has set up
fast-track courtsto try crimes under differ-
ent laws, including the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012. In a reply in Lok Sabha on July
24, Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal said there were 775 fast-track
courtsin the country ason April 30, includ-
ing 398 exclusive POCSO courts. As on De-
cember 31,2025, there were 2.451akh cases
pending with these fast-track courts, the
Minister’s reply showed.

® GLOBAL

How US-Iran contlictis forcing Gulf states to rethink their security strategics
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EXPERT EXPLAINS
BASHIR ALI ABBAS

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, COUNCIL FOR
STRATEGIC AND DEFENSE RESEARCH, DELHI

AFTER NEARLY two weeks of the Iran watr,
of US strikes on Iran and Iranian retaliation
against targets in Gulf Arab states, both
sides ceased their attacks by July 25.
Theregion is now coming up with strat-
egies to deal with this conflict’s fallout.
Kuwait ratified a June 2023 Defence Co-
operation Agreement (DCA) with Pakistan
on July 26 for a five-year period, while
Qatar committed to deepening its security
cooperation with Pakistan duringbilateral

talks in Doha the following day.
Meanwhile, the US-Iran war has alsore-
ignited the war between the Yemeni Hou-
this and Saudi Arabia, which had been dor-
mant since 2022. The subsequent Houthi
attacks on Red Sea shipping have meant
thatboth the seaand the strait flanking the
Arabian Peninsula were simultaneously
under fire, for the first time in history, until
the US-Iran exchanges ceased on July 25.

US-Iran: State of play

On July 27, Washington’s UN Ambassa-
dor said President Donald Trump wanted
to give negotiations a chance again, with
Trump himself stating “friendly negoti-
ations” were underway on Iran’s request.
Tehran rejected this characterisation.

Since early July, asIran rejected Ameri-
can efforts to push through a new shipping
channel through Omani waters and tar-
geted ships that did not coordinate with
Iran, the US resumed Kinetic action with a
focuson degradingIran’s ability to enforce
the Memorandum of Understanding’s Ar-

ticle 5, which allowed joint Iranian and
Omani administration of the Strait. This
was supposed to weaken Iran’s bargaining
power during nuclear negotiations.

Neither has occurred. Iran’s control of
Hormuz remains, Tehran and Muscat have
continued holding negotiations to finalize
arrangements to enforce Article 5, and Iran
hasbroadened talkstoinclude Saudi Arabia.
Moreover, Iran would deem its own case for
nuclear enrichment to be strengthened by
Saudi Arabia’s pact with the US on July 22 to
begin nuclear energy cooperation.

So, the US will likely be again incentiv-
ised to hit Iranian nuclear targets as well as
itsHormuz infrastructure until it is satisfied
with the degradation of Iranian capabilities.

Fallout one: Kuwait-Pakistan

The recurring fighting between the US
and Iran, as well as pauses between kinetic
action, have reinforced an old learningin key
Arab states, that regardless of their current
dependence on foreign arms, internal capa-
bility development aswell asimproved mili-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

tary training is an inescapable long-term
need. Hence, Kuwait’s DCA with Pakistan fo-
cuses on military training, education, intel-
ligence sharing, logistics, defense technol-
ogy, research and exchanges of expertise.

The agreement does not mimic the
Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defense
Agreement (SDMA), signed in September
2025, given that it does not bind either party
to the other’s defence when attacked.

But SMDA has also shown that true mu-
tual defence commitments are notthe main
objective of Arab states with Pakistan —
neither has Pakistan struck Iran or Houthi
territories nor has Saudi Arabia struck
Afghanistan. Rather, itismeant toentrench
Pakistan’s role in Saudi capability build-up
in the long term, while Riyadh adopts a mix
of means to tackle present threats.

For Kuwait and Qatar (along with other
GCC states), intra-Gulf geopolitical diver-
gences are secondary to the objective of se-
curing long-term defence partners whose
expertise can be used to build up domestic
capability. This means even if Pakistan is

viewed differently by each of these states,
its value as a security partner overrides
these differences. That Pakistan is reliant
on these states for economic stability adds
aunique layer of assurance and leverage.

Fallout two: Houthi-Saudi

Among the most crucial fallouts of the
US-Iran war is the return of Saudi-Houthi
fighting since July 14, when the Saudi-
based Yemeni government in exile bombed
the Houthi-controlled Sana’a Airport to re-
portedly prevent an Iranian plane from
landing. In response, the Houthis fired bal-
listic missiles into Saudi territory and de-
clared a naval blockade of Saudi Arabia in
the Bab-el-Mandeb strait. Both sides have
since targeted each other’s infrastructure.

Despite this US-Iran triggered Saudi-
Houthi escalation, it is unlikely that Riyadh
wants to proactively return to full-scale fight-
ing in Yemen. It was Houthi attacks against
Aramco facilities in Abgaiq and Khurais in
2019that had prompted ashiftin Saudi strat-
egy towards both Yemen and Iran, prioritis-

Kolkata

ingengagement as the path to stability.

For perspective, despite the Yemeni Hou-
this claiming responsibility for the 2026
Aramco attack, Riyadh participated in US
strikes onIran-backed militiasinIraqonJuly
29. Thisreflects the Saudi desire to satisfy its
deterrence needs by acting against other
parts of Iran’s Axis of Resistance, instead of
risking alarger war with the Houthis.

Now, Riyadh’s need for regional stability
increases significantly duetothe 123 Agree-
ment and its long-due quest for nuclear
power. A Houthi attack on a future Saudi
nuclear power plant could be more danger-
ous than strikes on oil facilities.

What now

The Donald Trump administration is
seemingly focused on preventing Iran from
materially gaining from the MoU’s provi-
sions, which leaves room for more strike ex-
changes before substantial negotiations for
a final deal begin. For regional states, this
predicament is as untenable as a potential
return to full-scale war.
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“=:% BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Q‘;ﬁ".} CENTRAL OFFICE: STORES & PURCHASE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

K.H. ROAD, SHANTHINAGAR, BENGALURU-560 027

No: BMTC/CO/COSP/TENDER/09/2026-27 Date: 30.07.2026

B.M.T.C invites tender for procurement of the following Goods & Services
through KPP Portal:

Union Bank

of ingia

w e U

Union Bank Of India, Regional Office, Greater Kolkata : 3, Middleton Row, Kolkata- 700071
PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

“Bank requires a well-constructed commercial RCC premises admeasuring 1800
sq.ft. + 10% variance in carpet area in ready possession/ under construction (to be
completed by 2 months) at Sodepur under Panihati Municipality in North 24
Parganas District of West Bengal, preferably within the radius of 2 KM from main
police station, at prime location in the ground floor with all amenities and sufficient
parking space. Landlord needs to construct Strong Room of “B” Class as per BIS
Specification and provide minimum 25 KW Electricity Connection in the name of
Bank. For further details, please visit Bank’s website www.unionbankofindia.com
| e-Procurement portal www.eprocure.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids
inprescribed formatis 20.08.2026 upto 1500 hrs.

The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason
whatsoever”.

S| Last Date for
No. Tender No. Description Bid Submission
| in KPP Portal
Short Term Tender
1 | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Automotive Glasses 10.08.2026 at
27/IND0327 17.00 Hrs
2 | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Wheel Bearing Grease | 10.08.2026 at
27/IND0328 17.00 Hrs
Regular Tender
3 | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Automotive Cables & 18.08.2026 at
27/IND0329 | Wires 17.00 Hrs
4 | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Vinyl Flooring Mat 18.08.2026 at
27/IND0330 17.00 Hrs
5 | BMTC/2026- | Engaging an Agency for Operating the | 18.08.2026 at
27/SE1425 | canteen at the training centre BMTC 17.00 Hrs
Vaddarahalli.

Corrigendum: Last date and time for submission of
following tender is extended as under.

6 | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Furnitures 17.08.2026 at
27/IND0300 17.00 Hrs

Regional Head

.?' N w9 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033813
(Contact number 9646118721) Website: www.pspcl.in
QW-350/PO-W Dated 29.07.2026

Tender Enquiry No.

Chief Engineer/Stores & Workshops Organization, Sarabha Nagar, PSPCL, Ludhiana,
invites E-tender of Repair of 3-phase, 50 cycles, outdoor type, oil immersed, naturally
cooled, Stack core type construction, OWP Non Star Aluminium Wound Distribution
Transformers (Type Conventional) of capacity 100 KVA with voltage ratio 11/0.433
KV conforming to ISS: 2026(with latest amendments, if any) and 1180 part-1 (2014)
complete with a first filling of oil conforming to ISS: 335/1993 (with latest
amendments, if any)

Quantity = 900 Nos.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 29.07.2026 from 04:30 P.M. onwards.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum,
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 13844/PB

if any will be published online at

C-758/26

The above mentioned tender details can be obtained from https://

kppp.karnataka.gov.in Further, any addendum/corrigendum in respect

of change in calendar of events, specification, other tender terms and

conditions etc. will be uploaded /published through KPP-Portal only.

Note: Interested Bidders need to register in the KPP Portal. For further

information visit BMTC Central Office or Log on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES

Union Bank

||l "":

(Tender Inviting Authority)
Jmn 5?-5-'1? U

PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

S0OUTH CENTHAL RATILWAY
Follow us onjl§ @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)
CE/C/Plg.&Sy./SC Construction
Organization, S.C.Railway,
Secunderabad, respectively, invites e-
tender on behalf of the President of
India for the following works:

S.No.: 01 NIT No. : PGMS-01-CAO-C-
SC-2026 Date: 08/07/2026 Name of
work: Appointment of PGMS Agency|
for providing Project General
Management Services for CAO
construction unit South Central
Railway, Secunderabad Estimated
Cost (3): 360,02,60,000/- EMD (3):
7,20,05,200/- Completion Period: 60
(Sixty) Months Date of Opening:
21/09/2026 15:00hrs.

S.No.: 02 NIT No. : 37-CAO- C- SC
2026 Date: 23/07/2026 Name of work:
SCR Construction Organization -
Proposed new BG line works between
Manoharabad and Kothapalli Stations -
GJWL-LKDM Section - Proposed
Construction of new Road over Bridge
No. 90/A with approaches on either
side comprising 14 x 18.40 m RCC
Girder + 1 x 36.00 m Composite
Welded Girder (Railway Proper) + 9 x
18.40 m RCC Girder in lieu of existing
temporary manned LC No. 2 at Ch:
45190.00 m on Kukunoorpalli and
Bobbaipally BT Road between
Kodakandla and Lakdaram Stations of
Hyderabad Division. Estimated Cost

CHANGE OF NAME
|, SMT. DEBDUTTA MAJUMDER
resident of 5/14, Bijoygarh, Regent
Estate, P.S. Netaji Nagar, Kolkata-
700092, do hereby solemnly declare
that :- My father Rana Chowdhury
alias Sidhartha Prasad Chowdhury
was working at Gun & Shell Factory,
Cossipore as Ex-Turner HS-ll and
retired from service on 30.01.1989
subsequently expired on 29.07.2014.
That in all important documents and
in service record including pension
papers/PPO my father's name has
been mentioned as Rana Chowdhury.
That in all of my important documents
i.e. Aadhaar Card, PAN Card including
all educational documents my father's
name has been mentioned as
Sidhartha Prasad Chowdhury in place
of Rana Chowdhury. |, Debdutta
Majumder being widow daughter of
Rana Chowdhury alias Sidhartha
Prasad Chowdhury do hereby declare
vide Affidavit dated 30.03.2026 before
1% Class Judicial Magistrate, Alipore
that RANA CHOWDHURY and
SIDHARTHA PRASAD CHOWDHURY
was the same one and identical person.

Union Bank Of India, Regional Office, Greater Kolkata : 3, Middleton Row, Kolkata- 700071

‘Bank requires a well-constructed commercial RCC premises admeasuring 1200
sq.ft. + 10% variance in carpet area in ready possession/under construction(to be
completed by 2 months) at Jugberia in North 24 Parganas District of West
Bengal, preferably within the radius of 2 KM from main police station, at prime
location in the ground floor with all amenities and sufficient parking space. Landlord
needs to construct Strong Room of “B” Class as per BIS Specification and provide
minimum 25 KW Electricity Connection in the name of Bank. For further details,
please visit Bank’s website www.unionbankofindia.com / e-Procurement portal
www.eprocure.gov.in. Last date for submission of bids in prescribed format is
20.08.2026 upto 1500 hrs.

The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason

whatsoever”. Regional Head

#%  SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

e-Procurement Tender Notice (Paper Notification)

TGSPDCL intends to float tender for Supply, Operating and Maintenance
of Automatic Meter Reading System for “LT Services with HT Metering” Energy
Meters under TOTEX model in 21 circles covering in TGSPDCL in Telangana state
on e-procurement platform.

For further details of above, please visit https://www.tgsouthernpower.org and

https://tender.telangana.gov.in. Phone: 040-23431321
Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER (PROJECTS)

DIPR R.O. No. : 364-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/2026-27 Dt: 30-07-2026

TGSPDCL, Hyderabad.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

COLONEL VASANTH V, ASHOK CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)

remain in our hearts.

In fond memory of our gallant Commanding Officer
who made the supreme sacrifice in service to the

nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. You will forever

¢) Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited

No. :- RCDF/F1./Admn/Contract employee/2026/19162 Dated :- 27/07/2026

TENDER/BID NOTICE

RCDF invites tender/Bid online from the eligible agencies for providing the services of service
points on job basis (Rate Contract) as mentioned below on outsourcing basis. The last date & time for
submission of bid is 17.08.2026 upto 11.00 AM Technical bid will be opened on dated 17.08.2026 at 11.00
AM Relevant tender/Bid document containing detailed terms and conditions can be down loaded from
the website i.e. http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (Tender ID 2026_57823_1) www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
(UBN: CDF2627SLOB00676) & www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in.

| Total Service

Tender/Bid document Tender /Bid Processing

Category Point cost (in Bu:i:e;u;'ty cost Including GST (in Fees (Payable to MD, 1:':?‘:
Rs.) s Rs.) RISL) erto
service 8.5 Crore 17.00 lakh 2950 2500 Two Year
points | |
Raj.Samwad/C/26/8007 GENERAL MANAGER (P&A)

e 2 R - G G

The Brihanmumbai Eleetric
"'nlpph & Transport Undertaking
{OF THE BRIHANMUMEBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE

©

E-tender is invited for the supply of following item.
(1) Request For Proposal (RFP) for Operation of Stage Carriage
Services (With Driver and Conductor) for Public Transport of
200 Midi CNG MNon-AC Buses in the City of Mumbai & Its
Extended Suburbs on Gross Cost Contract (GCC) Model,

Re - invited e-tenders

(2) 81418,

Isacrifice go in vain.

LNK SHASHIKANT BACHHAV, SHAURYA CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)
In fond remembrance of our valiant soldier who laid
down his life in the line of duty at Uri (J&K) on this

day. We salute you and pledge never to let your

Colonel Jacob Panicker, Commanding Officer and All Ranks of 9
MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION.

Note: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM(M)/S51/2026

GENERAL MANAGER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of Border
BIKRAM MINZ |Security Force remember its gallant Jawan

137 BN BSF  |Constable Bikram Minz on his Balidan

25.01.1971 |Diwas. On this day, he made ultimate

—31.07.1998 |sacrifice while on operational duty in

Kupwara area, J&K.

CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of Border
ASHOK Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
KUMAR Constable Ashok Kumar on his Balidan

30 BN BSF |Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal injuries

06.04.1964 |in a grenade blast, triggered by militants in

—31.07.1992 |Lal Bazar area, Srinagar (J&K) and made

ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty:.

CONSTABLE |DPirector General and all Ranks of Border

NETRAPA]L, |Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
SINGH Constable Netrapal Singh on his Balidan
80 BN BSF |Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal

01.05.1966 — |bullet injuries in Counterpart firing in

31.07.1992 Chhenigund area, Kargil (J&K) and made

ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty:

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Raushan Kumar of 195
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice after
sustaining grievous injuries in an IED blast
during an area domination operation in
Chhattisgarh on 31 July 2019. #CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never to

Veer Balidani
Constable
Raushan Kumar
195 Bn
13-1-1996 To
31-7-2019

€

let his sacrifice go in vain.
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Bank of Baroda
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING = #%&
ENGINEER PHED CITY g

= CIRCLE AJMER
e ¥ LOHA KHAN TEMPO STAND, AIMER

Telphone NO 145-2970165
S.No.:- SE/Ajmer/City Circle/ Ar.-City 1/2026-27/4232-234
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E-mail address:seajmer @gmail.com
Date:- 27.7.26

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(NIT No 07/2026-27)

Online tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the following
works from bidders meeting eligibility as per criteria mentioned in detailed tender document
which can be seen and downloaded from website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://sppp.raj.nic.in. The tenders are tobe submitted online in electronic format on website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per schedule given below:

S. Name of Work Estimated Bid Last date of | Due date
No Cost (Rs = Security | Submission |for opening
. in Lacs) @2% (Rs)| of tender
| 07/ |Providing, laying, Jointing| 332.03 | 6,64,065 | 17-08-2026 | 18-08-2026

2026- |&Testing of 250mm DI K7
27 |Pipeline 2300M, 150MM DI
K7 RM Pipeline 500M. &
100MM DI K7 Distribution
Pipeline 2500M With
Construction of OHSR 200
KL, CWR 600KL & Pump
House 20 SQM With Pumping
Machinery and Other
Associated Works for New
Medical College Near Kayad
Pushkar By Pass Under
Deposit Works Ajmer.

The tender shall be received online and opened in the office of Superintending Engineer,
PHED, City Circle Ajmer. The cost of each tender document is Rs 5,000/- (Rs Five Thousand
only) by depositing through e-Challan at e-grass System, RISL processing charges of Rs
2000/- (Rs Two Thousand only) for each NITand Bid securityas mentioned above shall be
deposit through e-Challan at e-grass System as described in detailed NIT in tender Document
anduploaded online on designated website as above. This tender notification and other details

REGIONAL OFFICE: BURDWAN REGION [ =% .U eq g[0]"!
2nd Floor, 54, G. T. Road
Bhangakuthi, Burdwan- 713101

SALE NOTICE

“APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9 (1) ]

ANNEXURE-A

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ;
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s), Mortgagor’s and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is
where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” for recovery of below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/s / Mortgagor / Guarantor/s / Secured
Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below:—

President / Secretary / Trustee /
Guarantor:

Mr. Laxmi Narayan Mukherjee/

Mr. Sukanta Mukherjee / Mr. Rajat
Subhra Mukherjee / Mrs Swapna
Sarkar/ Mr. Sandip Chakraborty / Mrs.
Tandra Dutta

Branch: Bolpur

Authorised Officer: Mr. Prattoy Sarkar,
Mob. 7980762180

Contact Person of Branch:

Mr. Arnab, Mob. 9093073896

PlotNo 35
Property ID: BARB399320240001

Sr/ Name & address of Detailed description of Date & Time| __ Reserve Price | Status of Possession|  Property

Lot Borrower/s/Guarantor/ s the immovable / movable property with Total Dues. of EMD amount (Constructive | Inspection

No. | Mortgagor (s) known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bid Increase Amount [Physical) date & Time

1 |M/S TAGORE MRINALINI DEVI|Equitable Mortgage of All the part and | Rs.2,25,92,768.00 | 25.08.2026 |Rs.1,42,00,000.00| Physical | Any working
TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE|parcel of the land and building bearing | as on 24.12.2022 from [ eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee day from
(Borrower) A unit of M/s Tagore Mrinalini{J.L No-79,LR Kh. 353, 355, 354, 357, plus unapplied 2p.mto | Rs.14,20,000/- 10.00 a.m.
Devi Teacher Training College (borrower), | 352, 356 Present L.R. Kh No- 358, L.R interest w.e.f. 6pm |- t04.00 p.m
Tagore Mrinalini Debi Memorial Trust, | Plot Nos. 36,42,43, Total Land Are more 25.12.2022 Rs.50,000/- (with prior
Sriniketan Road, Shivam Complex Bolpur, | or less 1.3303 Acre, Class- College, | and other charges appointment)
Birbhum-731204. situated at Mauja — Khanna, PS - Suri, thereon.

Dist- Birbhum in the name of Tagore
Mrinalini Devi Teachers Training
College(A Unit of Tagore Mrinalini Devi
Memorial Trust) vide Gift Deed No. |-
030203341/2015 dated 08.05.2015.
Boundary : North- Plot No 43, South-
Plot No 36,43, East- Plot No 42, West-

prospective bidders may contact the authorized officer .

Date: 31.07.2026
Place :- Burdwan

For detailed terms and conditions

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/e-auction.htm and https://baanknet.com. Also,

W AR o EEE

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

can also be seen in NIT exhibited on web site http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://sppp.raj.nic.in from dated 27-07-2026

Asset Recovery Monitoring Branch, N.J.P (Siliguri)
United Bank Building, 2nd Floor, Hill cart Road,

(X): 531591171.90Ps EMD (X):
10631800.00 Completion Period: 18

USia D a

Y o st

(Eighteen) Months Date of Opening: C HAN GE OF NAM E Nit No. SPP ID No. | UBN No. Emgu" - 734001 District - I]arjﬂﬂling, West Henum
28/08/2026 15:00hrs. . . 07/2026-27 PHE2627A1561 | PHE2627WSOB03053 (WIS PRI TR | E mail: cs8289@pnb.co.in, Phone No. 0353-2432664
; : . |, Rovina Dennis Do, Graden Luke : PIR.E0.N, 2
i) For bid document and other details, Dennis Ria, 42/10, Bangal Para Sd/-
please login to website| o e Lo PO, - Comasuch| | omcrosmamme e I SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES APPENDIX- - A [SEE PROVISO TO RULE 8(6)]
https://ireps.gov.in. P. S, - A.).C Bose Botanic Garden, , City Circle Ajmer
. . L . solemnly affirm and declare that my E LT , , o . , . . .
P e @ =iN.l. -Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
which is the Fifteen days period prior y . isi i ice i i ic i i i
_ ys p p per my F.E!.H. ,ﬂ._..]dn:_:!;?r and Voler 1D Tender no’s - 01A/VB-G RAM G/26-27 of 202 6-2027(2nd call) provision to Rule 8 (§) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is herel?y given to the pul?hc in geperal and in partlcular Fo the Borr'ower (s) and Guarantor (s)
to closing of tender. Card. But in the cerlificate of LC S.E and 02/ VB-G RAM G/26-27 OF 2026-2027. Memo No that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the
Mew Delhi and Calcutta University - - - ’ . Authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein
) Tenderers should watch for any 84/123)VBGRAMG/DH-II Dt 28/07/2026 d i - i i it wi
corrigenda (issued online only) up to my name is staled as Rovina Mary (23) - -~ an below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as
the date of commencement of the gﬁ'ﬁlﬂEﬁ- Tgﬁ h':lllh I:;Eﬂ“ili'la M?F:'.l" 86/1(23) VBGRAMG/DH-II, Dt.- 29/07/2026 have been invited. mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
annis an ovina Lannis ara ine e .
tender submission period. Serme e ariecdentiEaerson vide Con‘gact the office of the u/s and visit www.wbtenders.gov.in for SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Chief Administrative Officer. .I'!H”id-ﬂ it N'T.l. 22894 D,"EE daled detalls. Tender ID: 2026_ZPHD_1034743_1 to 5 and Lot.|A) Name of the Branch E) Dt. Of Demand Notice |A) Reserve E) Details ]
’ P . . . . .
A596 Const., Secunderabad Eé? G?.;‘_‘.ﬂ‘??ﬂ in _ll:e 11$I.Hﬂf:'urt?{hf LC| 12026_ZPHD_ 1035045 1 to8. Last date of application is 04/08/2026| || No. D) Description of the Immovable 1/2;3;20)0‘2“5““‘“}351 Price 1;)_ Datef/ Of;he
Xecutlvea EIZ_;IE ralg, Rowran. . . ime o encumbrances
- up to 15.00 Hrs and 06/08/2026 up to 14.00 Hrs respectively. B) Name of the Account Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s Name . B) EMD (last ate .
For further tender conditions / P Sd}) p y p(mort . ersgof roperty(ies) (F;)) l?;t:::;:::]ng ﬁ:nl«:/l;nt of deposit of | E-Auction t :«l known I
details and for downloading the gag property 13(4) of SARFAEST | EMD) Y e
tender documents, Programme Officer, VB-G RAM G & C) Name & Address of the ACT 2002 ) Bid Tnerease creditors
Please visit website at Block Development Officer Borrower / Guarantors Account H) Nature of Possession | ~Amount
https://www.ireps.gov.in or Diamond Harbour-II Dev. Block
WWW.SCr.in dianrailways gov. in . 1. | A) Sevoke Road (319600) 1) All that piece and parcel of Land “Classified as BASTU” and building there| E)- 18.07.2024 A) Rs. 1,28,81,700/- D) SA Case no.
: ) ) ) Sarisha: South 24-Parganas B) 1. M/s Samordips on in the name of Sh. Samrat Malakar S/o Late Jiten Malakar vide Registered Gift| F)- Rs. 1,03,76,530.74 + |B) Rs. 12,88,170/- | 24.08.2026 | 1/2025 and
2. Sh. Samrat Malakar Deed No. 1-2184 dated 17.09.2010, recorded in Book no 1, CD Volume No. 11|further interest and (23.08.2026) From 12:00 |  220/2024
C) 1. Prop. & Mortgagor: _ pages from 3276 to 3285 for the year 2010, and one shop measuring 145 sq.ft. at| charges [amt. as C) Rs. 25,000/- Noon to pending at
ﬁ I d B k zuH AL uFFI GE’ KGLHTA HuHTH E AU CT I 0 N i/i.ﬂili:;rat Malakar 5/O Late Jiten iouni/{ ﬂl()(l)(r of t.}:ie a}iore.sztiid t()iugding in the rgm(; c;\fI ShISIasrr;rSatdl\/ia?lBazr s;ozlagtge metr.lti();l;{dz )1]n d.igland 4:00 PM ]I:))I;]T tSli(liguri
lE_ {l ﬂl i'iﬁ - . 1en alakar vide Registere onveyance Dee 0. I- ate U/, ,jnotice W1 ot Known
& ll l“ l' d Il -EI].ETTEETE! salt lakﬂ’ se:tul IH 2?78/407/333/40/2 Sreema Sarani recorded in Book no 1, CD Volume No. 5 pages from 911 to 922 for the year| further and charges to Bank
’ ... 12009. Total area of land measuring 2.5 katha, recorded in R.S.Plot No0.5192,| G)- 21.10.2024
South Babu Para Ward No-26, Sil
scdlieldlg "\- ALLAHABAD Kolkata-700 106 SALE HOT!C E D?;ltif];a;eeellirr?g West Bongal, Pin | Khatian No. 1566, J.L.No. 110(88), Touzi No.3(Ja), Ward No 26 of Siliguri|H)-Symbolic
APPENDIX- IV-A" [S 2 t | 8(6)] 734005 ' ' Municipal Corporation Mouza- Siliguri, Pargana-Baikunthapur, P.S. Siliguri,
Iy = ee proviso 1o rule 2. Borrowers: Distt-Darjeeling ,West Bengal. Butted and Bounded as follows:- N-House of
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES on. Samrat Malakar 10 Late Jien f;‘:faltffffj;esrt‘;z‘j:’fif e o ot o W s
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and CoBomovers: . [3) All that piece and parcel of covered garage measuring 140 5q. Tt at the A) Rs. 4,37,000/- D)
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9{1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 Malakar ground floor in the name of Sh. Samrat Malakar $/o Late Jiten Malakar ikpepibenll Eagaray
— _ — — _ _ _ - _ : : Smt Anita Malakar W/o Sh Jiten having registered sale deed no. 1-2514 dated 10.12.2015. recorded in book (23.08.2026) rom 12:00
Notica is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor () that the below described immovable property mortgaged’ charged to Malakar no. 1, volume no. 0402-2015 pages from 34795 to 34814 for the year 2015 C) Rs. 20000/- Noon
the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what Address: with proportionate undivided share in land measuring 6 katha appertaining to to 4:00 PM
is", and “Whatever there is" on 27.08.2026 for recovery of due to the Indian Bank Sreema Sarani, South Babu Para, Ward |and forming part of plot no. 3621, recorded in khatian no. 1024, J.L no.
I No 26, Siliguri Distt — Darjeeling, West | 110(88), Touzi no. 3(ja), Mouza- Siliguri, Pargana - Baikunthapur,
a. Reserve Prica Bengal, Pin — 734001) P.S- Siliguri, Dist: Dajeeling, West Bengal.
b. Earnest Money Deposit 2. |A) Nehru road (313200) . .All that one unit being a flat on the Second Floor at the front side of Building.E)' 25/04/2024 |A) Rs. 23,85,000/- D) E) Not known -
sl a, Name of the Account/ — ¢. Bid Increment Amount B) Akash Biswas as per Deed No 1-7058 dated 11/11/2019, registered in Book-I, Volume No|F)- Rs. 28,98,750/- + B) Rs. 2,38,500/- | 24.08.2026 |  to Bank
No Borrower D’E-'El:rlptlﬂﬂ of the EhﬂrgEdf d. Property ID MNo. C) Add: 2nd Floor, flat no. 202, 0711-2019, Page from 182982 to 183040 for the year 2019, area measuring 850| further intt. & other  |C) Rs. 20000/~ | From 12:00
! h H f th E h mﬂ-rtga gE‘d Frnpgﬂ}f . Encumbrances, if any Fortune Jasmine Apartment, Near Sq. Feet in Super built-up area (including undivided proportionate share in all{charges [amount as Noon to
. Name o € branc i Possession |:5'_I||'!'|hﬂ|l'ﬂll Fh:.'ﬁil::a“ Brahmakumari Ashram, Himachal common parts portions area facilities and amenities), being Flat No.202 on the| mentioned in demand 4:00 PM
Amount Outstandin Sarani, Haider Para, Ward no. 40, Second Floor of Building named “FORTUNE JASMINE” having undivided|notice 13 (2)]
| | g g Siliguri, West Bengal-734001. proportionate share in the land measuring 3 kathas 13 chattaks i.e. 0.063 Acres|G)- 18/07/2024
i.| Mr Bijoy Choudhary (Borrower - Land:All that piece and parcel of land measuring more or less 7 cottahs 7 chittaks 35 | a. Rs 11,00,000/- Also at comprised in R.S. Plot No. 170 corresponding to L.R.Plot No.150, recorded in| ). Symbolic
Mortgagor), and Mrs Purnima sq ft together with multi-storeyed building standing thereon lying and situated at | b. Rs. 1,10,000/- Paresh nagar, Agni Sikha Club, Ward |RS- Khatian No. 806 corresponding to L.R. Khatian No. 114, 113,116 & 117
. ] i T i situated within Mouza-Dabgram, Pargana-Baikunthapur, J.L. No 2, R.S. Sheet
Choudhary (Guaranter) , 15, Police  Mouza Sultanpur, Police Station Dumdum, CS Dag o 314, RS Dag No 1015, €5 | ¢. Rs. 10,000/- no. 44, Siliguri M corp. Dist: No. 12 corresponding to L.R. Sheet No. 64 at Himachal Sarani, Haider Para,
Line Road, Sadar Bazar. Barackpore, | Khatian No 575, JL no 10, RS no 148, Touzi no 172 with the local limits of Dum Dum | d. IDIB6549345507 falpaigurl, Siliguri (WB) 734001 . i wthin the Timits of Siliguri Municipal Corporation, Ward No.40, PS
Eﬁ":hl:lﬂf__‘_‘ Pay’ﬁ?g[ﬂlﬁ: %E”Hﬁh‘;}ﬂfﬁ' Head | Municipality, being Municipal holding no 194, Kalibar Road, Kolkata 700028 under | e, No encumbrance on the Bhaktinagar in the District of Jalpaiguri
DstLIHCR, W N ADSRO Cossipore Dum Dum in the district of Morth 24 parganas, together with all | proparty Property owner Name- Sri Akash Biswas
Branch - Howrah easement rights, apperaining therelo, butted and bounded in the manner | f. Physical Possession 3 |A) Nehru road (313200) | All that one unit being a flat on the Second Floor at the Northern side of] E) 25/04/2024 A) Rs. 15,71,500/- D) E) Not known
following North: Property of Madan Mohan Saha and Parimal S8aha, South: Property | g. Rs. 19,68,322.69 (Rupees B) Khokan Biswas Building as per Deed No 1-7059 dated 11/11/2019, registered in Book-I, [F(L‘I‘If;);r?:;‘lflgnﬁoned B) Rs. 1,57,150/- | 24.08.2026 |  to Bank
af Gautam ﬂ"&'!"l' East Kalihar R'L"Ed, 16 feal wida HIJI"HLliEH' Raad West: PTDIJEI'H-' o Nineteen Lakhs Si!’.j‘ffight C) Add:.— Flzflt no. 201, 2nd floor, Volumc? No 071 1-2019,.Page from.183041 to .1 83102 for the y.ear 2019, are.a in 13(2) notice| C) Rs. 20000/- From 12:00
Eqstam HEI"WE}' Thausand. Three Hundred Twanty. fortune jasmine apartment, near measuring 560 Sq. Feet in Super built-up area (including proportionate share in{yith further interest Noon to
- : . u ! ; LN WERLY brahmakumari asharam, himachal all common parts portions area facilities and amenities), being Flat No.201 on|G) 18/07/2024 4:00 PM
F|ﬂf: ||!'|I| |I":E|-. ﬂﬂl. b‘EE""-'g no I:"E' [ l.hE EEEEIFIIj-ﬁ':IDT FI]I'|.|'|'E.‘E|5t EIUE EID‘EH. = E T"I“'] a""j 5|}:t!i'..N|f‘|E FEIEE I::lnl':” a5 sarani, haider para, ward no 40’ the Second Floor of Bulldll’lg named “FORTUNE JASMINE?” having H) Symbolic
maasunng a super builf up amea 95'-'] sq ft having FI'I?EITIJ.*E flooring _”"-CIFE' or iess | on18.09.2019 siliguri, 734001 (WB) undivided proportionate share in the land measuring 3 kathas 13 chattaks i.e.
conssting of twa bedrooms, one d"-,"'@ room, one kilchan, two niets ard one Akash Biswas 0.063 Acr.es comprisefl in R.S. Plot No. 170 c.orresponding to .L.R.Plot No.150,
balcony of the said bulding at holding no 184, Kalibari Road, Kolkata 700028 together At Paresh nagar, Agni Sikha Club, |16 In 1.5 Kehatian No. 806 corresponding fo L 1. ehatian Ro. 114, 117
with propartionate share andinterest in theland describe above with common parts & Ward no. 44, Siliguri M corp. Dist: Sttuatec within Mouza-Labgram, argafia-balkunthapur, 4. N0 2,
| f ther with all sasament fohis Jalpaiguri, Siliguri (WB) 734001 R.S. Sheet No. 12 corresponding to L.R. Sheet No. 64 at Himachal Sarani,
porhons Dy EIner W Shat | paigurl, STg Haider Para, Siliguri within the limits of Siliguri Municipal Corporation, Ward
= z _ No.40, PS Bhaktinagar in the District of Jalpaiguri.
Date and Time of the E Auction : Date: 27.08.2026 , Time: 11.00 A.M. to 04.00 P.M. Property owner Name- Sri Khokan Biswas and Sti Akash Biswas.
Bidders are advized o visit the website (https://www.baanknat.com) of our & auclion service provider PSB Alliance Pvi. Ltd to participate in onding bid. For Technical TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and o the following further conditions:
Asgislance Pleaze call P58 Alliance Pvt. Ltd Helpdesk No. 8291220220, emall |D:- support.baanknet@psballiance.com. and ather halp line numbers available in sarvice 1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
Fm'\'idErE helo dask. Far F'.-EQIEI;I'FI‘.ifH‘I status with PSB Alllance Pyl Ltd. and EMD status, F!EF.IEE contact Su;,!ll.'IE:"I tlH..’-‘:I'IHI]H@FEhHi“Hr‘r:E.GII“. 2. The particula?rs of Secured Ass.etsA spe‘ciﬁe.d in the Schf?dule hereinabove have been stated to the bC.St of the information .ofthe AuthorisedAOfﬁcer, but the ..Authorised Officer s.hall not be answerable for
S L4, e : i : & F iy - i T SR ) . ; any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.in on 24.08.2026 @ 12:00
Far property defads and pholograph of the property and aucton terms and condiions please visit https:iiwww.baanknet.com and for clanficatons retated to this portal, Noon to 4:00 PM. 4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer hitps://baanknet.in, & wwsw.pnbindia.in
please contact Helpdesk No.8291220220 ) _ o _ _ STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6)/9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Bidders are advised 1o use Property 10 Mumber menticned above while searching for the property in the website with htps:fiwww baanknet.com. Sd-
Date: 27.07.2026 Authorised Officer Date: 27.07.2026 Authorized Officer
Place: Kolkata Indian Bank Place: Siliguri Punjab National Bank

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(At/Po- Ambapua, Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011,

Between Barachak station & Hirapur Yard

The Manned Level Crossing Gate No. 1A/E-3 (1/A/E) at km.
217HB-HT between Barachak station & Hirapur Yard in Asansol-

Ganjam, Odisha) | ' ] : .
E-mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel No.:-0680-2404287) Sitarampur section, will be closed permanently with effect from
NOTICE 02.08.2026 to road users. The road traffic will be diverted through

nearby Road Overbridge (ROB).
Divisional Railway Manager, Asansol

EASTERN RAILWAY

FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH "e'"-Procurement
Bid identification No. Online Tender/12-2026-27/PMGSY/BPR
The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Odisha
State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system

Follow us at: B @EasternRaitway ﬂ @easternrailwayheadquarter

Notice for Closure of Manned Level Crossing Gate

il

B

for construction of Roads & Bridges under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
[PMGSY-IV (B-i)] in the districts of Kandhamal for 25 (Twenty Five) number of
packages with estimated cost totalling to Rs 32.05 Cr (Approximate) including their
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PP / FAT0T / 2026—27 / 5184

(3rFerss), SFC o fasfl 3y A5 ud foume &9 | 28 AT rf aRvg &
[ 2100 & USiiad S®aRi Ud ATdul-id (707 f[I9RT & \e Uoiigd Shar!

fafaer & a9 ffaer s @ S 2 | faHTd 17.08.2026 AT 06:00 97 ddH
fAfaeT 9= S Faehl ® ud §—faeT B gow vd TRRiT w6 I TR uRvg

PRIBR dlel] ERIER BT SLSL. /IR dh TR URYS, Frax & =477 om=ar # fediw | |4

ST TR T B | §—IST 21 &) FAd 2t SPPP UIce TR <l ST Hael! @ | 5.
fST=1ebT NIB Code DLB2627A4910 & Ud UBN No. f-=TTq¥R &:—

Office of the Project Director
RLNLF Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project

, T

Tel No. 01462-258665, 257509 Email Add: npbeawar@gmail.com
oI — 22.07.2026

AVS Building, Jawahar Circle, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 302017 Tel No.: +91 141 2721966,
Fax No.: 0141-2721919 email : mail.ruidp@rajasthan.gov.in, web site: www.ruidp.rajasthan.gov.in

Invitation for Bids- RUIDP/RIICO/PALI/03

Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project (RUIDP) invites online
unconditional bids through e-procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

for Package No. RUIDP/RIICO/PALI/01 for the work of "Recycled Water Distribution
Project for RIICO Industrial Area Madia Road, Pali" from eligible class contractor.

2. RTPP Act 2012 and Rules 2013 with all amendment will also be applicable.

3.Bid document for downloading would be available at e-proc website
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in starting from 27th July, 2026. Deadline for bid
submission up to 15:00 hours on 17th August, 2026.

. Pre-bid Meeting for the work package will be held at 15:00 hours on 3rd August,

2026. All the prospective bidders are advised to participate in the Pre-bid meeting.

Any addendum, clarification to the bidder's queries and corrigendum etc. will be

published on the e-proc web sites and will not be published in Newspapers.
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MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph:
+91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company , which were overdue for redemption and
which have not been redeemed so for in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned on 01.09.2026 from 10 am onwards.

Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - JHARGRAM DISTRICT - JHARGRAM: 4082002871, 4082003464, 4082003467, 4082003485, 4082003489, 4082003495, 4082003521, 4082003543,
4082003544, 4082003545, 4082003564, 4082003576, 4082003577, 4082003600, 4082003604, 4082003614, 4082003638, 4082003643, 4082003646, 4082003673, 4082003686,
4082003695, 4082003708, 4082003712, 4082003716, 4082003724, 4082003736, 4082003740, 4082003760, 4082003780, 4082003784, 4082003786, 4082003787, 4082003793,
4082003809, 4082003815, 4082003817, 4082003847, 4082003848, 4082003849, 4082003852, 4082003855, 4082003864, 4082003873, 4082003877, 4082003885, 4082003888,
4082003896, 4082003909, 4082003910, 4082003928, 4082003929, 4082003930, 4082003939, 4082003943, 4082003945, 4082003951, 4082003955, 4082003956, 4082003958,
4082003960, 4082003966, 4082003967, 4082003968, 4082003978, 4082003990, 4082003994, 4082004000, 4082004001, 4082004028, 4082004032, 4082004037, 4082004053,

3991006935, 3991006963, 3991006966, 3991006988, 3991006994, 3991007012, 3991007014, 3991007030, 3991007033, 3991007061, 3991007073, 3991007095, 3991007107,
3991007114, 3991007117, 3991007134, 3991007137, 3991007148, 3991007149, 3991007203, 3991007204, 3991007256, 3991007304, 3991007308, 3991007312, 3991007313,

4258004490, 4258004492, 4258004498, 4258004499, 4258004527, 4258004529, 4258004530, 4258004531, 4258004544, 4258004547, 4258004570, 4258004573, 4258004600
4258004606, 4258004616, 4258004642, 4258004665, 4258004674, 4258004675, 4258004682, 4258004684, 4258004686, 4258004702, 4258004708, 4258004718, 4258004741,
4258004750, 4258004754, 4258004760, 4258004762, 4258004787, 4258004791, 4258004856, 4258004864, 4258004937, 4258004967, 4258004992, 4258005018, 4258005059
4258005068, 4258005069, 4258005070, 4258005071, 4258005098, 4258005099, 4258005101, 4258005108, 4258005111, 4258005120, 4258005134, 4258005136, 4258005145,
4258005153, 4258005163, 4258005189, 4258005192, 4258005193, 4258005265, 4258005269, 4258005276, 4258005278, 4258005279, 4258005295, 4258005296, 4258005318
4258005321, 4258005322, 4258005324, 4258005357, 4258005387, 4258005388, 4258005411, 4258005608, 4258005641, 4258005647, 4258005660, 4258005668, 4258005693
4258005703, 4258005769. MEDINIPUR: 4075001574, 4075001585, 4075001614, 4075001622, 4075001661, 4075001676, 4075001735, 4075001742, 4075001770, 4075001778
4075001833, 4075001860, 4075001861, 4075001862, 4075001864, 4075001871, 4075001886, 4075001892, 4075001904, 4075001929, 4075001967, 4075001995, 4075002010
4075002011, 4075002019, 4075002022, 4075002023, 4075002030, 4075002035, 4075002038, 4075002039, 4075002044, 4075002049, 4075002051, 4075002057, 4075002061,
4075002069, 4075002079, 4075002104, 4075002112, 4075002114, 4075002115, 4075002138, 4075002139, 4075002144, 4075002149, 4075002151, 4075002152, 4075002176,
4075002198, 4075002206, 4075002247, 4075002255, 4075002263, 4075002268, 4075002271, 4075002294, 4075002299, 4075002337, 4075002420, 4075002635, 4075002645,
4075002693, 4075002695, 4075002696, 4075002711, 4075002712, 4075002716, 4075002762, 4075002793, 4075002815, 4075002817, 4075002840, 4075002848, 4075002859,

4075002860, 4075002877, 4075002881, 4075002882, 4075002885, 4075002896, 4075002921, 4075002936, 4075002939, 4075002941, 4075002943, 4075002945, 4075002971,
4075002983, 4075003050, 4075003194, 4075003254, 4075003258, 4075003261.

Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted
on 14.09.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at WEST MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - KHARAGPUR: FIRST FLOOR, ., 148/132, O T ROAD,NEAR KAMALA CABIN BUS STAND,
OPPOSITEALLAHABAD BANK , KHARAGPUR, WEST BENGAL , 721305 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should
transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

I ﬁve years from.the ehgllble contracths regllstered with State. P,WD n SBI 1. DLB2627WSOB11777 2. DLB2627 WSOB11778 6. Bidders may contact Additional Project Director, RUIDP (0141-2548404), Jaipur for
/CPWD/MES/ Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also participate 3. DLB2627 WSOB11779 4 DLB2627 WSOB11782 inf ti biddi
i : : : : Corporate Centre, Mariman Point, Madame Cama Road, Mumbai-400 021 ' : any information on bidding process.
in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate : 5. DLB2627 WSOB11783 6. DLB2627WSOB11784 NIB Code : UID2627A0015, UBN No. : UID2627WLOB00014 Project Director
authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid Empanelment of Car Hiring Companies/Agencies for providing 7. DLB2627 WSOB11785 8.  DLB2627 WSOB11787 Raj.Samwad/C/26/8035 ) RUIDP
submission, but prior to signing of the contract. Mew Cars on monthly rental basis to our Executives 9. DLB2627 WSOB11788 10. DLB2627 WSOB11789
Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 03.08.2026 TENDER FOR AVAILING THE SERVICES OF CAR HIRING ]13 Btgggg; wggg] ] ;gg 1‘21 Btgggg; wggg] ] ;g; i
Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 17.08.2026 upto 5.30 COMPAMIES/AGENCIES TO PROVIDE MEW CARS ON MONTHLY 15. DLB2627 WSOB11796 16. DLB2627 WSOB11799 Bureau Of Investment Promot|on
PM REWMTAL BASIS TO OUR EXECUTIVES 17. DLB2627 WSOB11800 18. DLB2627 WSOB11802 Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur
(i) EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through Online >tate Bank of India, Corporate Centre, Mumbai invites sealed offers from 19. DLB2627 WSOB11803 20. DLB2627 WSOB11805 BIP/Info/667 . ere . Date :- 28/07/2026
as per the procedure mentioned in the DTCN. eligible reputed companies / agencies for the purpose of providing new 21. DLB2627 WSOB11806 22. DLB2627 WSOB11808 Notice Inviting Bid
(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as cars on monthly rental basis to our executives postedat Corporate Centre, 23. DLB2627 WSOB11812 24.  DLB2627WSOB11816 Bids for procurement of Creative, design and social media Partner for Bureau of
. . . . . . Mariman Point, GITC ﬂelapur and Mumbai Metro LHOD at EH.C. fara I_jengd 25. DLB2627 WS0OB11818 26. DLB2627 WSOB11820 | t t P ti Jai G t of Raiasth dertaki invited
per mentioned DTCN will also liable for re]ectlon of his tender. - i = [ . F, > 27 DLB2627 WSOB11823 28 DLB2627 WSOB11825 nvestmen romotion, Jaipur (a overnment O djasthan underta |n9) are invite
i i i of 03 years. The tender documents, efigibility criteria and other details will ' ' from interested bidders upto 2:00 PM of 07.08.2026. Other particulars of the bid ma
For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to be available on the Bank's website httos:sblbank in/webishi-in-the- SIpC p p y
www.pmesvtenders.cov.in MRS ; O - r . be visited on the procurement portals: (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) and
-pmEsy -20V.1n. Sd/- news/procurement-news and e-Tender Portal www.tenderwizard.com/ ror5are /¥ / 26 / 8076 TR yRYg, =graR St
SRIETENDER f 07.2026 to 28.08.2026. Tend hwid af h (http://sppp-raj.nic.in) of the state. UBN No. BIP2627SLRC00021
Chief Constration Engineer rorm 3.4, W CRA CIRBOUER THESIVRE Hoay Lo Raj.Samwad/C/26/8034 Commissioner (Inv. & NRIs)
R.W.Circle, Berhampur due date will not be entertalned. Corrigendumidddendurm, If any, will be )- .
OIPR—250.01;25071/,1/26-27/0034 published only on Bank's website and e-tender portal.
Last Date for Submission of bids: 28.08.2026 (up to 15:00 hrs.)
Place: Mumbai -
Date: 31.07.2026 CHIEF LIAISON OFFICER ‘g\ﬁ.ﬁ‘ aa; m UCO BANK Zonal Office, Durgapur E-AUCTION

Einstein Avenue, B-Zone, Durgapur,
(A Govt. of India Undertaking) Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman, PIN-713205

Appendix —IV-A [Rule-8(6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES Dated : 18.08.2026 (S1. 1 & 2) & 11.09.2026 (SI. 3)

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation & Reconstruction of the Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act 2002 (SARFAESI) read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of UCO Bank (Secured
Creditor), will be soid on "As is where i8", "As is what is" and “Whatever there is" on 18.08.2026 (S1. 1 & 2) & 11.09.2026 (SI. 3) for recovery
of outstanding balance along-with interast and other charges due to UCO Bank, the Securad Creditor from the borrowar(s)/guarantor{s} mentionad
harain. The resarve price and the earnest money deposit are listed below against each proparty(ies).

'SALE NOTICE

1, Date of Demand Motice Recoverable |3 Reserve Price (in Rs.)

Name of the Branch &

4082004056, 4082004059, 4082004060, 4082004061, 4082004066, 4082004067, 4082004070, 4082004072, 4082004073, 4082004076, 4082004082, 4082004095, 4082004109, Authorisad Officeswith; | i2me of ths Account Details of Immovable Properties |2 Amount due as pernctice)|  Amount ] Eanest Money Deposi
4082004129, 4082004132, 4082004161, 4082004167, 4082004169, 4082004174, 4082004175, 4082004176, 4082004177, 4082004188, 4082004197, 4082004203, 4082004214, biholiens 3. Date of Possession ) Bid Incresnent Amount
4082004216, 4082004218, 4082004229, 4082004240, 4082004252, 4082004254, 4082004260, 4082004270, 4082004278, 4082004290, 4082004297, 4082004299, 4082004322, ' 4. Type of Possesslon

4082004341, 4082004359, 4082004360, 4082004383, 4082004393, 4082004398, 4082004401, 4082004402, 4082004403, 4082004415, 4082004430, 4082004441, 4082004458, | 5 -

4082004462, 4082004463, 4082004464, 4082004467, 4082004469, 4082004470, 4082004471, 4082004482, 4082004490, 4082004491, 4082004492, 4082004495, 4082004505, 1. Ausgram Branch Borrower(s) : EMTD of land in the nama of Sk Sahaman |1. 16.03.2018 Rs, 4,20 47260 |a) Rs. 9.40,000.00
4082004509, 4082004539, 4082004544, 4082004569, 4082004576, 4082004583, 4082004599, 4082004609, 4082004612, 4082004614, 4082004634, 4082004646, 4082004652, Dist.- Purba Bardhaman | Sahaman Sk (Deceased) | Sio Jilu Sk of Sanghati Pally, Guskara at |2. Rs, 3,78.611-ason  |asan

4082004664, 4082004701, 4082004704, 4082004728, 4082004737, 4082004741, 4082004759, 4082004760, 4082004761, 4082004763, 4082004770, 4082004771, 4082004772, e No. 08381072200001. | 570+ Late Jilu Sk Mouza- Guskara J.L no, 110, Khatian no. |30.04.2017 finclusive of 190,07 305 R 64 00 06
4082004781, 4082004782, 4082004786, 4082004806, 4082004811, 4082004823, 4082004828, 4082004855, 4082004858, 4082004862, 4082004863, 4082004876, 4082004917, C No. G ot Bt 255711 LR D e L bt Ll L b} Rs. 94,000.
4082004919, 4082004925, 4082004929, 4082004937, 4082004978, 4082004979, 4082004986, 4082005013, 4082005044, 4082005059, 4082005075, 4082005085, 4082005098, IFS Code : UCBADODOg26) 22191 "aly, wafil L Lag no. «40y, Taving area o |interest upto 31.00.2097) | inclusive of

4082007108, 4082007109, 4082007112, 4082007114, 4082007115, 4082007116, 4082007117, 4082007128. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - PASCHIM MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - I P.O- Guskara 6.5 cents {0.065 acre) bearing Title Deed with further interest and linterestupto | c) R, 10.000.00
BELDA: 4263003070, 4263003076, 4263003101, 4263003146, 4263003211, 4263003273, 4263003332, 4263003362, 4263003366, 4263003392, 4263003398, 4263003426, , |F.5- Ausgram, Dist- Purba | no.l-2103 of 1989 Book no-1, CD Volume (i dantas Bupensas i, |aq s p,' i '
4263003445, 4263003457, 4263003459, 4263003468, 4263003498, 4263003505, 4263003507, 4263003519, 4263003524, 4263003530, 4263003536, 4263003541, 4263003542, Mr. Sunil Kumar |Bardhaman, PIN-713128. | No.35, page 122 to 129 stuated under |q 29 0 2018 131.01.2017)

4263003553, 4263003565, 4263003611, 4263003636, 4263003647, 4263003663, 4263003680, 4263003722, 4263003742, 4263003803, 4263003827, 4263003854, 4263003905, Mob No- 9638024529 AD.SR, Guskara, Dist. Purba Bardhaman. | Eylmt;ulic |with further

4263003920, 4263003943, 4263003960, 4263003975, 4263004030, 4263004048, 4263004055, 4263004061, 4263004075, 4263004083, 4263004089, 4263004113, 4263004154, - : Y - |4 i

4263004155, 4263004170, 4263004179, 4263004264, 4263004266, 4263004339, 4263004421, 4263004463, 4263004472, 4263004483, 4263004485, 4263004492, Mr. Raj Kumar Bhole Boundaries of the Property:- Nort Open | o 0, 2ol [l

8000194263. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - WEST MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - CHANDRAKONA ROAD: 4242002776, 4242002797, 4242002798, 4242002842, 4242002843, Mob no- 8337902303 land of Sk Salim, South- House of Sankar |incidental

4242002898, 4242002918, 4242002927, 4242002937, 4242002950, 4242002966, 4242002972, 4242002976, 4242002980, 4242002995, 4242003008, 4242003010, 4242003015, {Authorised Officer) Nandy, East- Vacant Land of Dhananjay |axpenses eic,

4242003021, 4242003023, 4242003055, 4242003061, 4242003069, 4242003086, 4242003089, 4242003096, 4242003106, 4242003108, 4242003115, 4242003121, 4242003133, Bauri, West- Municipal Lans. !

4242003145, 4242003152, 4242003153, 4242003165, 4242003169, 4242003173, 4242003174, 4242003177, 4242003180, 4242003182, 4242003187, 4242003203, 4242003205, - . - . -

4242003223, 4242003226, 4242003227, 4242003231, 4242003235, 4242003244, 4242003247, 4242003249, 4242003259, 4242003272, 4242003318, 4242003321, 4242003322, 2. MB Lane Asansol Borrower : Land Measunng 02 Cottah & Chittack |1.15.01.2024 'Rs. 40,47,300/- {a) Rs. 31,65.000.00
4242003341, 4242003355, 4242003368, 4242003369, 4242003374, 4242003386, 4242003388, 4242003403, 4242003404, 4242003423, 4242003453, 4242003460, 4242003474, Branch Sri Milan Kanti Barua Comprising RS plot. 333 Coresponding |2. Rs. 39,16,425~ as on {as on

4242003476, 4242003478, 4242003485, 4242003491, 4242003500, 4242003508, 4242003553, 4242003557, 4242003563, 4242003576, 4242003577, 4242003614, 4242003622, Dist.- Paschim Bardhamanm”a”er No. TASTMNo. 20 | to LR Plot No-333 under LR Khatian |15.01,2024 (inclusive | 99,07 2008 o) Rs. 3.16,500.00
4242003647, 4242003677, 4242003705, 4242003706, 4242003722, 4242003728, 4242003742, 4242003758, 4242003787, 4242003798, 4242003834, 4242003839, 4242003846, Cummunity Hall Amiadahi | No.1637, JL No. 36, along with & Double |of interest um to |

GHATAL: 4000003277, 4000003283, 4000003288, 4000003332, 4000003335, 4000003340, 4000003348, 4000003352, 4000003368, 4000003384, 4000003412, 4000003517, Alc No. 2021032200001 | © o oo 749291 | Staried Residential Building havin illlonte (inclusive of

4000003524, 4000003531, 4000003550, 4000003552, 4000003558, 4000003567, 4000003586, 4000003588, 4000003597, 4000003607, 4000003608, 4000003618, 4000003639, IFS Code : UCBA0OO0292 | 1580, Mlarangan-1ida el hepehog. MG NOYng @ | 31,08 2023) nterestuplo  |&) R 25,000.00
4000003644, 4000003657, 4000003661, 4000003662, 4000003680, 4000003689, 4000003692, 4000003697, 4000003701, 4000003702, 4000003712, 4000003718, 4000003720, | Co-applicant(s): covered area 2148 5q. ., within Mouza- |3 19.03.2024 91 08,2073 :
4000003742, 4000003744, 4000003762, 4000003772, 4000003783, 4000003802, 4000003824, 4000003832, 4000003833, 4000003838, 4000003854, 4000003877, 4000003891, | Indrani Barua Rupnarayanpur, at Rupnagar Street No. 13 | ' ppcical Possession |-, -

4000003894, 4000003914, 4000003924, 4000003926, 4000003934, 4000003936, 4000003957, 4000003996, 4000004016, 4000004019, 4000004032, 4000004033, 4000004034, Me. Praveen Kumar |Wio Milan Kant Barua Near Annapuma Apartment, PS- Salanpur |+ | plus furiher

4000004050, 4000004156, 4000004157, 4000004168, 4000004183, 4000004187, 4000004213, 4000004216, 4000004239, 4000004246, 4000004271, 4000004278, 4000004291, Mob. 9102461341 Quarter No. TASTNo. 28 | within Rupnarayanpur Gram Panchayel, linterest and

4000004294, 4000004317, 4000004366, 4000004429, 4000004430, 4000004434, 4000004459, 4000004464, 4000004465, 4000004503, 4000004546, 4000004561, 4000004572. i c i Hall Amiadati | PIN- 713364, Dist.. Paschim Bardh i

KHARAGPUR: 3991005100, 3991005140, 3991005172, 3991005214, 3991005223, 3991005243, 3991005245, 3991005247, 3991005249, 3991005300, 3991005342, wwihormses-Ciboer) | LAMTILINEY HAR AIACAT! : 4.k BRGINT). DATGIATIA | DU INcioEnal

3991005388, 3991005432, 3991005446, 3991005492, 3991005500, 3991005531, 3991005547, 3991005555, 3991005566, 3991005569, 3991005593, 3991005595, 3991005596, \Area-6, Chittaranjan-713331 | Wesl Bengal. Present owner of the said charges

3991005612, 3991005660, 3991005661, 3991005672, 3991005715, 3991005717, 3991005719, 3991005725, 3991005740, 3991005741, 3991005743, 3991005768, 3991005793, | Building is Sri Milan Kanti Barua, vide Title  theraaicr

3991005800, 3991005823, 3991005833, 3991005840, 3991005843, 3991005877, 3991005892, 3991005903, 3991005907, 3991005912, 3991005915, 3991005918, 3991005919, : Dead No. 1-4762 of 2074 ! :

3991005920, 3991005922, 3991005938, 3991005939, 3991005945, 3991005954, 3991005974, 3991005975, 3991005980, 3991005982, 3991005994, 3991006005, 3991006008, : . : —
3991006018, 3991006028, 3991006034, 3991006038, 3991006053, 3991006059, 3991006061, 3991006072, 3991006090, 3991006093, 3991006107, 3991006111, 3991006129, 3. Ranaghat Branch  |Borrower : Shyam Sundar | Al the plece and parcel of land measuring [1. 06.12.2025 \Rs. 5,02,169.59 |a) Rs 13,57,000.00
3991006148, 3991006167, 3991006178, 3991006204, 3991006205, 3991006206, 3991006207, 3991006211, 3991006224, 3991006228, 3991006269, 3991006274, 3991006320, Dict - Nadia | Chatterjee area of 250 decimal of land our of 10.50 |2. Rs. 5,02,169.50/- a5  |ason

3991006330, 3991006338, 3991006345, 3991006366, 3991006384, 3991006396, 3991006418, 3991006422, 3991006457, 3991006492, 3991006534, 3991006608, 3991006609, 18i6- Rabindra N \cima ot ot et 10 H12E fineleie: |5 -

3991006646, 3991006648, 3991006657, 3991006660, 3991006671, 3991006687, 3991006689, 3991006690, 3991006699, 3991006700, 3991006701, 3991006714, 3991006721, Alc No. 0657103220001 i%‘f nﬁﬂh'mm Nair Ttl_nm15|in'j.rsltfaﬁd3?wm;? ﬁf“ﬁa?ﬁ? 0n 29,10.2025 (Inclusive 13007.2026  |b) Rs. 1,35.700.00
3991006723, 3991006724, 3991006725, 3991006786, 3991006787, 3991006797, 3991006832, 3991006834, 3991006840, 3991006870, 3991006873, 3991006874, 3991006885, IFS Code : UCBADDODEST | =@ EMEE P VTR, Whie i ND-ee ! of interest up to (linchusive of

Mrs. Neha Rani p gl Lo e |INTEMESAND InCidental |45 ge 9noe,
3991007348, 3991007353, 3991007370, 3991007407, 3991007410, 3991007426, 3991007434, 3991007437, 3991007454, 3991007476, 3991007489, 3991007491, 3991007498, : W B-741255 Ranaghat, Dist- Nadia, vide registered Git | gyeorcoc oo 130.06.2025)
3091007547, 3991007587, 3991007667, 3991007676. KHARAGPUR-MALANCHA: 4258002589, 4258003850, 4258003862, 4258003907, 4258003938, 4258003963, Mob Ne- 9830462802 |::u-App|i::ant[s} Deed Mo 3179 of 1999 Book No-1. Volume | o F ' | with further
4258003977, 4258003992, 4258004004, 4258004011, 4258004105, 4258004119, 4258004120, 4258004124, 4258004129, 4258004130, 4258004136, 4258004146, 4258004152, |Runa Chatten 238 Poca Nos240 fo 257 1 the nauna. of S 3. 11.02.2026 Bl
4258004172, 4258004180, 4258004182, 4258004183, 4258004196, 4258004198, 4258004199, 4258004207, 4258004208, 4258004219, 4258004223, 4258004227, 4258004235, , I fee <0, Fage 0293 1D na.| ) 4. Symbolic becha
4258004237, 4258004247, 4258004264, 4258004267, 4258004278, 4258004280, 4258004312, 4258004325, 4258004327, 4258004351, 4258004352, 4258004355, 4258004397, Mrs. Preeti Suchanwala |'“'-'f='- Shyam Sundar Shyam Sundar Chatterjee, Slo Laie Rabindra Phksdieion | Incidental
4258004400, 4258004401, 4258004403, 4258004404, 4258004409, 4258004419, 4258004420, 4258004422, 4258004454, 4258004458, 4258004471, 4258004473, 4258004480, Mab no- 7003596061 | Chatterjae Nath Chatierjee, registersd ai ADSRO ' | expenses el

| Satigachha, P.O- Anulia

comesponding to RS & LR Plot no 404, RS
| Ranaghat, Dist- Nadia

30.06.2025) with further |
Khatian 227, LR Khatian no 1923, under PS } inierest upto

¢ Rs. 25,000.00

| Satigachha, P.O- Anulia Ranaghat, Cest- Nadia, WB. Land & Building
iHan&ghat. Uist- Nadia Bounded By:- MNorth - House of Gopal Das,
|W.B-T41255 South- House of Srjan Chatlerjes, East
| suman Chatterjee, West- Common Passage &

House of Suman Chatierjee.

Details of known encumbrances @ Not Known

Terms and Condition ;

1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, Detalled terms and conditions
of the sale is avallablefpublished in the following websitas/web portal:

(i) https://www.baanknet.com.

2. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS™ and “AS 15 WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE 1S BASIS"

3. The particulars of Secured Assels specified in the Schedule herginabove have been stated to the bast of the information of the Autharized
Officer, but the Authonzed Officer shall not be answerable for any aror, misstatement or omission in this proclamation,

4. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction piatform provided at the website https:i'www.baanknet.com on 18.08.2026 (Sl. 1 &

2) & 11.09.2026 (51. 3) from 11.00.AM. 1o 500 PM. It is open fo the Bank to appaint a representative and to make self-bid and participate in the aucton

Date : 31.07.2026 Place : Durgapur Authorised Officer, UCO Bank

Central University of Punjab
Dated; 2607, 27824 WALK-IN-INTERVIEW Advt, CUPRRE-0T-003

"IMPORTANT"

repeated notices will be auctioned on 01.09.2026 from 10 am onwards.

4211004684,

4211004927, 4211004931,

Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company , which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so for in spite of

Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - EAST MEDINIPORE DISTRICT - CHANDIPUR: 4211004542, 4211004566, 4211004568, 4211004575, 4211004602, 4211004625, 4211004639, 4211004665, 4211004674, 4211004683,
4211004712, 4211004713, 4211004725, 4211004796, 4211004798, 4211004807, 4211004808, 4211004809, 4211004810, 4211004832, 4211004833, 4211004876, 4211004877, 4211004881, 4211004891,
4211004948, 4211004949, 4211004950, 4211004980, 4211004984, 4211005001, 4211005014, 4211005038, 4211005044, 4211005064, 4211005077, 4211005107, 4211005117,

Cnline Applications are invitad From eligible candidates for followng posibons
»Contractual Faculty (Self-Finance) for B.Pharmacy-03

» Contractual Faculty (Self-Finance) for BA-LLB: Law-02; Economics-01
»Part-Time Faculty Empaneiment on Lecture basis for ITEP BA-B.Ed. [ BSc-

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of aavertising

4211005118,

4211005120,
4211005278,
4211005670,
4211006015,
4211006297,
4115005755,
4115005972,
4115006168,
4115006261,
4115006393,
4115006509,
4115006650,
4115007076,
4115007240,
4115007383,
4115007586,
8000454115.
4163005062,
4163005203,
4163005407,

4163006946,

4102001639,

4102002405,
2890006546,
2890006802,
2890007121,
2890007407,
2890007779,
2890008090,
2890008402,
2890008685,
2890008991,
3993004483,
3993004654,
3993004891,
3993005034,
3993005143,
3993005395,
3993005678,
3993005818,
4162001522,
4162001738,
4162001961,
4162002068,
4013004363,
4013004856,

4013005599,
4013006049,
4306003387,
4306003732,

4211005122,
4211005281,
4211005704,
4211006027,
4211006321,
4115005757,
4115005974,
4115006176,
4115006262,
4115006409,
4115006510,
4115006662,
4115007099,
4115007243,
4115007385,

4115007611, 4115007619, 4115007631,

4211005162, 4211005167, 4211005170, 4211005197,
4211005295, 4211005301, 4211005306, 4211005314,
4211005740, 4211005746, 4211005778, 4211005805,
4211006032, 4211006033, 4211006045, 4211006088,
4211006364, 4211006374, 4211006413, 4211006421
4115005769, 4115005808, 4115005824, 4115005857,
4115005977, 4115005983, 4115006002, 4115006009,
4115006182, 4115006183, 4115006189, 4115006190,
4115006270, 4115006282, 4115006291, 4115006321,
4115006416, 4115006429, 4115006432, 4115006433,
4115006514, 4115006522, 4115006539, 4115006542,
4115006676, 4115006724, 4115006764, 4115006783,
4115007104, 4115007107, 4115007113, 4115007122,
4115007253, 4115007277, 4115007287, 4115007302,
4115007390, 4115007407, 4115007431, 4115007433,
4115007665, 4115007725,

4211005222, 4211005223,
4211005337, 4211005379,

4211005224, 4211005236, 4211005238,
4211005443, 4211005457, 4211005490,
4211005816, 4211005835, 4211005863, 4211005868, 4211005871, 4211005890, 4211005938, 4211005995, 4211006005,
4211006097, 4211006105, 4211006131, 4211006132, 4211006139, 4211006140, 4211006147, 4211006192, 4211006195,

CONTAI: 4115005416, 4115005422, 4115005438, 4115005553, 4115005645, 4115005655, 4115005700, 4115005709,
4115005861, 4115005902, 4115005903, 4115005907, 4115005914, 4115005930, 4115005931, 4115005932, 4115005955,
4115006038, 4115006047, 4115006050, 4115006055, 4115006060, 4115006078, 4115006119, 4115006141, 4115006159,
4115006196, 4115006202, 4115006211, 4115006214, 4115006226, 4115006232, 4115006238, 4115006239, 4115006248,
4115006324, 4115006340, 4115006360, 4115006366, 4115006367, 4115006368, 4115006378, 4115006380, 4115006382,
4115006435, 4115006437, 4115006439, 4115006453, 4115006454, 4115006487, 4115006488, 4115006494, 4115006507,
4115006543, 4115006544, 4115006547, 4115006549, 4115006550, 4115006560, 4115006591, 4115006597, 4115006608,
4115006789, 4115006833, 4115006859, 4115006927, 4115006985, 4115006996, 4115007042, 4115007043, 4115007048,
4115007123, 4115007147, 4115007148, 4115007160, 4115007169, 4115007179, 4115007187, 4115007200, 4115007238,
4115007304, 4115007316, 4115007319, 4115007324, 4115007337, 4115007338, 4115007361, 4115007362, 4115007366,
4115007486, 4115007492, 4115007504, 4115007507, 4115007509, 4115007512, 4115007550, 4115007551, 4115007552,
4115007747, 4115007765, 4115007801, 4115007807, 4115007817, 4115007838, 4115007841, 4115007861, 4115007877,

4211005255, 4211005265,
4211005554, 4211005605,

4211005271, 4211005272,
4211005608, 4211005648,

EGRA: 4163004693, 4163004694, 4163004707, 4163004770, 4163004825, 4163004855, 4163004859, 4163004860, 4163004867, 4163004927, 4163004950, 4163004952, 4163004976,

4163005063,
4163005221,
4163005409,

4102001662,

4163005066, 4163005067, 4163005068, 4163005117, 4163005141, 4163005143, 4163005162, 4163005164, 4163005165, 4163005178, 4163005179, 4163005183, 4163005185,
4163005251, 4163005253, 4163005269, 4163005271, 4163005282, 4163005309, 4163005327, 4163005329, 4163005330, 4163005349, 4163005385, 4163005386, 4163005389,
4163005418, 4163005445, 4163005447, 4163005467, 4163005480, 4163005507, 4163005524, 4163005526, 4163005531, 4163005542, 4163005574, 4163005592, 4163005611,

4163005635, 4163005672, 4163005690, 4163005691, 4163005692, 4163005699, 4163005709, 4163005764, 4163005772, 4163005780, 4163005796, 4163005818, 4163005819, 4163005837, 4163005846,
4163005879, 4163005885, 4163005888, 4163005945, 4163006044, 4163006121, 4163006125, 4163006161, 4163006203, 4163006292, 4163006297, 4163006306, 4163006308, 4163006317, 4163006328,
4163006349, 4163006362, 4163006370, 4163006372, 4163006392, 4163006398, 4163006406, 4163006435, 4163006436, 4163006437, 4163006447, 4163006450, 4163006453, 4163006455, 4163006478,
4163006490, 4163006492, 4163006504, 4163006525, 4163006533, 4163006536, 4163006554, 4163006586, 4163006618, 4163006631, 4163006640, 4163006647, 4163006649, 4163006656, 4163006658,
4163006666, 4163006672, 4163006673, 4163006674, 4163006717, 4163006719, 4163006746, 4163006752, 4163006776, 4163006777, 4163006785, 4163006792, 4163006812, 4163006874, 4163006917,
4163006947,
4102001318, 4102001417, 4102001474, 4102001536, 4102001556, 4102001558, 4102001565, 4102001567, 4102001577, 4102001581, 4102001584, 4102001605, 4102001609, 4102001619, 4102001623,

4163006963, 4163006994, 4163007002, 4163007007, 4163007096, 4163007102, 4163007142, 4163007179. HALDIA: 4102001276, 4102001287, 4102001315, 4102001316,

4102001671, 4102001688, 4102001690, 4102001693, 4102001708, 4102001711, 4102001712, 4102001715, 4102001717, 4102001720, 4102001728, 4102001729, 4102001742,

4102001825, 4102001845, 4102001867, 4102001870, 4102001871, 4102001872, 4102001873, 4102001874, 4102001909, 4102001914, 4102001931, 4102002001, 4102002060, 4102002067, 4102002071,
4102002090, 4102002101, 4102002155, 4102002194, 4102002215, 4102002223, 4102002231, 4102002244, 4102002246, 4102002250, 4102002254, 4102002265, 4102002266, 4102002286, 4102002305,

4102002438, 4102002562, 4102002576. MECHEDA-WEST BENGAL: 2890005932, 2890006015, 2890006072, 2890006299, 2890006357, 2890006366, 2890006388, 2890006486, 2890006492,

2890006561,
2890006810,
2890007125,
2890007423,
2890007839,

2890008119, 2890008160, 2890008191, 2890008196, 2890008202, 2890008218, 2890008240, 2890008250, 2890008284, 2890008286,

2890008425,
2890008705,
8000042890.
3993004491,
3993004656,
3993004901,
3993005043,
3993005160,
3993005398,
3993005680,

3993005824,

4162001535,
4162001742,
4162001972,

4162002073,

4013004364,
4013004857,

4013005600,

4013006087,

4306003442,
4306003743,

2890006590, 2890006608, 2890006651, 2890006701, 2890006706, 2890006710, 2890006734, 2890006750, 2890006757, 2890006792, 2890006797, 2890006798, 2890006799,
2890006826, 2890006840, 2890006850, 2890006871, 2890006890, 2890006895, 2890006898, 2890006900, 2890006956, 2890006958, 2890006963, 2890007082, 2890007117,
2890007127, 2890007155, 2890007205, 2890007207, 2890007233, 2890007254, 2890007273, 2890007301, 2890007341, 2890007350, 2890007369, 2890007371, 2890007372,
2890007454, 2890007470, 2890007480, 2890007481, 2890007493, 2890007561, 2890007608, 2890007612, 2890007652, 2890007675, 2890007684, 2890007712, 2890007739,
2890007843, 2890007862, 2890007865, 2890007925, 2890007926, 2890007927, 2890007955, 2890007956, 2890007962, 2890007965, 2890007966, 2890007968, 2890007986,
2890008287, 2890008354, 2890008356, 2890008386
2890008619, 2890008637, 2890008652, 2890008656,
2890008954, 2890008955, 2890008970, 2890008973,
3993004397, 3993004435, 3993004450, 3993004463,
3993004620, 3993004622, 3993004629, 3993004645,
3993004785, 3993004787, 3993004808, 3993004835,
3993004999, 3993005000, 3993005011, 3993005029
3993005117, 3993005125, 3993005134, 3993005135
3993005348, 3993005376, 3993005380, 3993005382,

2890008434, 2890008441, 2890008442, 2890008453, 2890008460, 2890008466, 2890008537, 2890008569, 2890008612,
2890008743, 2890008778, 2890008810, 2890008852, 2890008885, 2890008889, 2890008919, 2890008932, 2890008953,
PANSKURA: 3993004184, 3993004279, 3993004293, 3993004295, 3993004297, 3993004313, 3993004319, 3993004389,
3993004513, 3993004527, 3993004535, 3993004548, 3993004565, 3993004569, 3993004572, 3993004579, 3993004618,
3993004664, 3993004679, 3993004695, 3993004707, 3993004714, 3993004737, 3993004748, 3993004764, 3993004777,
3993004904, 3993004912, 3993004923, 3993004929, 3993004930, 3993004952, 3993004968, 3993004969, 3993004985,
3993005046, 3993005049, 3993005053, 3993005073, 3993005089, 3993005094, 3993005095, 3993005097, 3993005101,
3993005184, 3993005185, 3993005192, 3993005281, 3993005294, 3993005305, 3993005321, 3993005328, 3993005331,
3993005400, 3993005439, 3993005466, 3993005563, 3993005571, 3993005579, 3993005580, 3993005586, 3993005588, 3993005614, 3993005618, 3993005627, 3993005636,
3993005707, 3993005714, 3993005718, 3993005729, 3993005735, 3993005762, 3993005773, 3993005785, 3993005796, 3993005797, 3993005798, 3993005804, 3993005807,
3993005852, 3993005875, 3993005922, 3993005950, 3993005960, 3993005963. RAMNAGAR(WB): 4162000161, 4162001488, 4162001492, 4162001493, 4162001494,
4162001546, 4162001578, 4162001589, 4162001608, 4162001619, 4162001679, 4162001680, 4162001698, 4162001699, 4162001701, 4162001703, 4162001711, 4162001736,
4162001758, 4162001761, 4162001762, 4162001774, 4162001792, 4162001801, 4162001816, 4162001823, 4162001830, 4162001877, 4162001900, 4162001915, 4162001916,
4162001983, 4162002004, 4162002011, 4162002012, 4162002013, 4162002014, 4162002016, 4162002031, 4162002035, 4162002044, 4162002060, 4162002061, 4162002062,
4162002084, 4162002090, 4162002091, 4162002094, 4162002104, 4162002125, 4162002130, 4162002151, 4162002187, 4162002208, 4162002211, 4162002223. TAMLUK:
4013004453, 4013004506, 4013004630, 4013004670, 4013004693, 4013004699, 4013004723, 4013004735, 4013004736, 4013004749, 4013004811, 4013004820, 4013004834,
4013004873, 4013004874, 4013004890, 4013004898, 4013004948, 4013004949, 4013004950, 4013004951, 4013004971, 4013004979, 4013004984, 4013004989, 4013004999,

4013005015, 4013005031, 4013005129, 4013005159, 4013005176, 4013005183, 4013005210, 4013005227, 4013005241, 4013005276, 4013005299, 4013005395, 4013005510, 4013005513, 4013005571,

4013005625, 4013005647, 4013005672, 4013005699, 4013005707, 4013005742, 4013005743, 4013005812, 4013005822, 4013005855, 4013005856, 4013005865, 4013005911,
4013006129, 4013006136, 4013006154, 4013006168, 4013006205, 4013006251, 4013006353. Auction Date: 01.09.2026 - PURBA MEDINIPUR DISTRICT - NANDIGRAM:
4306003482, 4306003486, 4306003487, 4306003492, 4306003550, 4306003590, 4306003591, 4306003598, 4306003602, 4306003634, 4306003658, 4306003685, 4306003708,
4306003752, 4306003796, 4306003798, 4306003811, 4306003834, 4306003858, 4306003863, 4306003877, 4306003894, 4306003895, 4306003902, 4306003916, 4306003925,

42110052786,
4211005653,
4211006009,
4211006274,
4115005715,
4115005968,
4115006161,
4115006259,
4115006392,
4115006508,
4115006643,
4115007069,
4115007239,
4115007382,
4115007564,
4115007917,
4163004994,
4163005186,
4163005398,
4163005626,
4163005847,
4163006336,
4163006479,
4163006665,
4163006931,
4102001317,
4102001628,
4102001743,
4102002089,
4102002315,
2890006519,
2890006800,
2890007119,
2890007395,
2890007745,
2890008038,
2890008388,
2890008679,
2890008986,
3993004480,
3993004649,
3993004874,
3993005030,
3993005137,
3993005392,
3993005643,
3993005816,
4162001495,
4162001737,
4162001948,
41620020686,
4013004334,
4013004847,
4013005000,
4013005584,
4013006029,
4306003360,
4306003726,
4306003959,

4306003970, 4306003986, 4306003987, 4306003989, 4306003993, 4306004001, 4306004017, 4306004045, 4306004136, 4306004178, 4306004186, 4306004216, 4306004263, 4306004288, 4306004337, 4306004351,
4306004359, 4306004360, 4306004370, 4306004409, 4306004415, 4306004443, 4306004499, 4306004512, 4306004518.
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted on 12.09.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at EAST
MEDINIPORE DISTRICT - TAMLUK: FIRST FLOOR, NA , PLOT 57, HALDIA MECHEDA ROAD, NEARMANIKTALA MORE , TAMLUK, WEST BENGAL , 721636 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id
card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer the money through RTGS.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

B.Ed.

» Contractual Non-Teaching Posts (Sr. Analyst/Technical Officer, Technical

Assistant, Lab, Assistant, Lab Attendant)

To apply onling and Tor more detzils, vis® websile www.cup.eduin

Biadal- Balhinds Road, VPO Ghudda, Disi Sathinds- 151404, Email recnaitmenbiicup.sdu.in
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Reglstras

CONSULTATION WORKSHOP NOTICE
Directorate of ICT & e-Governance (DIT)
Department of Science & Technology, Government of Gujaral

(SDC), Gandhinagar, Gujarat
interested stakeholders are

Consultation Workshop for Selection of Design and Technical
Agency (DTA) for Developmenl of Greenlield State Dala Centre

invited to parbcipate in
Consultation Workshop which will be conducted to obtain input
towards finalization of the scope and procurement approach for
selection of the Design and Technical Agency (DTA).

The Consultation Workshop is scheduled on J3rd August 2026.
Interested  stakeholders may submit their details 1o pmg-|

gsdc@guijaral.gov.in . The venue and meeting details, including |
meeting link, shall be shared separately with the participants.

Director(1.T)
Directorate of ICT and E-Governance

Gandhinagar
INF-1009-2026-27

thEi

0opy, tisnotpossiole o vernty
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be heldresponsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredasaresuttof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
aovertisinginitsnewspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreementswith advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

indianexpress.com

1 arrive at a conclusion
nmnot an assumption-

Inforrm your opinion with

detailed analysis.

Kolkata
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INDIA
watch

ATHLETICS

Men’s Decathlon 110m
hurdles: Tejaswin Shankar
2:35pm

Men’s Decathlon discus
throw: Tejaswin Shankar
3:20pm

Men’s Decathlon pole vault:
Tejaswin Shankar 5 pm
Men’s Decathlon 1500m:
Tejaswin Shankar 1:05am
Mixed 4x400m Relay Round
1: Rajesh Ramesh, Vishal TK,
Ansa Babu, Neeru Pathak,
Rashdeep Kaur 4:05 pm
Men’s javelin throw final
(medal event): Yash Vir
Singh, Neeraj Chopra, Rohit
Yadav 12:45 am (Saturday)
Men’s 400m hurdles final
(medal event): Yashas
Palaksha, Santhosh
Tamilarasan1:30 am
(Saturday)

BOXING

Women's 54kg semifinal:
Preeti Pawar vs Catherine
Mwape (Zambia) 3:15 pm
Men's 80kg semifinal:
Ankush Panghal vs Joshua
Ofori(Canada) 4:30 pm
Women's 57kg semifinal:
Jaismine Lamboria vs
Rapelang Maselela
(Lesotho) 7:15pm

Women's 70kg semifinal:
Arundhati Choudhary vs
Rosie Eccles (Wales)
7:30pm

Men's 55kg semifinal:
Jadumani Singh vs Philip
Pumulo Mutakela Haoseb
(Namibia) 8:15pm
Women's 51kg semifinal:
Sakshi Choudhary vs Amber-
Jane Wall (Canada) 11:30 pm
Women's 75kg semifinal:
Lovlina Borgohain vs Tarona
Khanum Badi Pasoni Taafaki
(Tuvalu)12:45 am
(Saturday)

Men's 60kg semifinal:
Sachin Siwach vs Owain
Harris-Allan (Wales) 1:15 am
(Saturday)

Men's 90+kg semifinal:
Narender Berwal vs Nigel
Paul (Trinidad and Tobago)
1:30am (Saturday)

CYCLING

Men’s 4000m Individual
Pursuit Qualifying: Dinesh
Kumar, Harshveer Singh
Sekhon 4:59 pm

Men’s Team Sprint Finals
(Gold): Team India (David
Beckham Elkatohchoongo,
Jemsh Singh Keithellakpam,
Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam)
(subject to qualification)
10:55pm

LAWN BOWLS

Men's pairs sectional play:
Navneet Singh & Dinesh
Kumar vs lan Barnes & Oliver
Thompson (Falkland Islands)
515pm

Women's singles sectional
play: Nayanmoni Saikia vs
Mildred Mkandawire (Zambia)
10:20 pm

CWG:
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From crutches to podium:
Sreeshankar’s comeback

Longjumper won
his second CWG
silver in arow

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, July 30

SREESHANKAR MURALI
jumped 8.09m to clinch the
men's long jump silver at the
2026 Commonwealth Games
on Wednesday. Hehad won the
same medal at the 2022 edition
with an effort of 8.08m.

After the final jump, which
was a foul, Sreeshankar looked
disappointed, knowing that he
could have won the gold which
went to Tajay Gayle of Jamaica
with a mark of 8.15m.

However, the two silvers
four years apart and the im-
provement of 0.01lm have been
accompanied by a lot of
change for the jumper from
Palakkad, Kerala. Sreeshankatr,
who also won the 2023 Asian
Gamessilver, ruptured the pa-
tellar tendon in his knee, that
too in his take-off leg, ruling
him out for the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

The Glasgow silver is Sree-
shankar’s first major medal
after making a comeback a
year ago. “Him competing now
and winning a major medal
again is a blessing in itself.
When he was walking with the
help of crutches after surgery,
all I wished was that he could
walk freely,” Sreeshankar’s
father Murali told The Indian
Express from Glasgow.

Surgeons had warned be-
fore the surgery that he might
not be able to run again.

“It looked dangerous.
When I first broke my knee
and had the MRI report in my
hand, it looked over for me. I
never thought that Iwould be
able to jump 8m again,” Sree-
shankar had said before leav-
ing for Glasgow. Following a
lengthy rehabilitation, Sree-
shankar made his comeback
and managed to qualify for the
World Championships.

“Last year was a crazy ride
for me. Thadjust five competi-
tions but somehow managed
to make it to the Worlds. Com-
peting there was like a dream
at that time,” he said.

Sreeshankar was injured
during a training session be-
fore the Olympics, and the fear
of hurting the knee again kept
coming back to him.

“Even after I was cleared to
train, I was afraid. It took a lot
of self- talk and convincing for
meto getbacktothefield,” the
27-year-old said.

“My knee is not 100 percent
even now. It remains swollen.

There are three anchor screws
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Sreeshankar Murali came second to Tajay Gayle of Jamaica, with an effort of 8.09m. pri

o Topfive

Name | Nation | Best |
T.Gayle | JAM | 815m
'M.Sreeshankar | IND |8.09m
'S.Mackenzie | SCO |8.08m|
'C.Mitrevski | AUS |8.02m|
"L.Sathyanathan: IND | 797m

init,soIneedtoiceitregularly
and take a deep tissue mass-
age. But, I have got used to the
new training regime now.”

After returning frominjury,
Sreeshankar worked with re-
nowned Strength and Condi-
tioning coach Wayne Lom-
bard, who helped him finalise
atraining regime.

“Wayne isvery efficient. He
understands what my knee
needs and with his help, I have
figured out a training regime
that allows me to compete
with a surgically repaired ten-
don,” explained Sreeshankar.

Path to consistency
Since his return to the in-

Him

competing
now and winning a
major medal againis
ablessinginitself.
When he was
walking with the
help of crutches after
surgery, all I wished
was that he could
walk freely”

MURALI, SREESHANKAR’S FATHER
ONHIS CWG 2026 SILVER

ternational arena, Sreeshankar
hasbeen extremely consistent.
In the 2026 season, he has
crossed the 8m mark in every
competition he had featured
in with his best jump of 8.38m
cominglast month at the Inter-
State Athletics Champion-
ships in Bhubaneswar.
“There are two reasons be-
hind my consistency: better
understanding of my body
and quick adaptability to con-
ditions,” Sreeshankar had said

there. “During my injury, I
completed a course on kinesi-
ology which helped me in
understanding my body. Even
during competition, if some-
thing happens, I can adjust
my technique according to
the situation.”

He has acquired this
adaptability from his years of
travelling around the world,
competing with the best in the
business.

“Thelikes of Miltiadis Ten-
toglou (former Olympic
champion) don't care what
the weather is: whether the
wind is strongor ifit'sraining.
They just go for the jump. I
have inculcated the same ha-
bits where I ignore the condi-
tions. All of this has really
helped me remain consist-
ent,” Sreeshankar said.

With another Common-
wealth Games silver medal in
his pocket, Sreeshankar is
eyeing the Asian Games,
which start in September,
where the long jumper will
look to upgrade his silver from
the last edition.
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In cold and windy Glasgow,
Chopra & Co qualify for final

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, July 30

IN A low 80s qualification of
the javelin at the Common-
wealth Games 2026, India
packed in 1/4th of the 12-man
final, led by Neeraj Chopra's
79.61 metres on 5th place.
Rohit Yadav (78.37) on 10th
place and Yash Vir Singh
(78.36) on 11th, made it 3 In-
dians for the Friday finale.

Chopra improved on his
first 76.28 to sit on fifth at
79.61m. A CWG champion from
2018, a harbinger of his Olym-
pic gold, Chopra is returning
from injury this time. He had
missed the 2022 edition be-
cause of injury.

Chopra told the Olympic
channel and other media, "I'm
happy I'm in final. That was
goal for final. Throw was ok.
The goal is to go in final and
give my best there."

India's greatest athlete
would elaborate on condi-
tions, "Conditions were not
best for javelin throwers. Not
only cold but windy. And wind
also not from front. It's very
hard to process. But some-
timesIthoughtI'll throw there
but wind would come from
other side. Loads of throwers
struggled. Nobody threw auto-
matic qualification," he said.

Chopra sounded upbeat
saying, "Happy all three In-
dians are in final."

Biggest threat

On his biggest threat Ru-
mesh Tharanga Pathirage of
Sri Lanka, Chopra said, "He is
a good boy. He is a friend of
mine. This year he really
threw well. It's good he's doing
something great for Sri
Lanka." The last three CWG
champions have gone on to
win a gold or silver medal at
the next Olympics.

Pathirage led the 18-man
field with a strong first throw
0f82.84m, as the windy condi-
tions were completely treach-
erous for the throwers, with
crosswinds rummaging the
spear flights on Thursday
morning. A 13 kph west-blow-
ing gust ensured the basic
Qualification mark of 84
metres wasn't cleared even
once by a group that boasted
the last two Olympic cham-
pions and assorted other
World winners.

Yego exits

It meant that the likes of
former world champion Julius
Yego and the second best from
Pakistan and Sri Lanka — Mu-
hammad Yasir and Sumedha
Ranasinghe — didn't make
the cut.

2025 world champion Ke-
shorn Walcott, a former Olym-
pic champion from Trinidad
Tobago, snuck in by a thread

e BOXING WITH LINEAGE

Amin’s grandson disqualified after headbutting opponent

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July 30

SUCCESS STORIES and tales of
hardship are part of sport. The
most extraordinary story atthe
Glasgow  Commonwealth
Games involved neither. In-
stead, itinvolved a headbutt, an
angry tirade and a surname
that still divides a nation.

In the quarterfinal of men's
90+ kg boxing, Ugandan boxer
Aziz Abdul was disqualified
for headbutting his opponent,
England's Damar Thomas. As
if Zinedine Zidane had de-
scended at the SEC Centre.

Then came the outburst.

“I'm a black African, I
know. It's God's plan,” Aziz de-
clared. Then alleged, “There
was a lot of b******t, Holding,
elbowing. When other coun-
tries do this, they are disqual-
ified. They decided the winner
before the fight.”

When a Press Association
reporter attempted a question,
Aziz cut him off.

“Not you.Idon'tlike you.”

His explanation was start-
ling: the journalist had written
unfavourably about his
grandfather.

The report in question
stated his grandfather had
killed half a million people.
The grandfather being Idi
Amin: A former Ugandan dic-
tator in the 1970s.

Coachinfilmon Amin

Samuel Kabugo's dreams
were modest in 2005. Winning
a boxing competition, for in-
stance. That he would feature
in a Hollywood film, sharing
screen with Forest Whitaker,
was beyond his wildestimagin-
ation. Until director Kevin Mac-
donald arrived in Uganda.

While filming The Last King
of Scotland, based on Amin's
life, Macdonald needed real
boxers to recreate the former
president's years in the ring.
Kabugo became one of them.

Two decades later, the past
returned.

Now head coach of
Uganda's boxing team and
owner of Kololo Boxing Club,
Kabugo met a towering teen-
ager brought in by his elder
brother Habib.

“Before boxing, Aziz had
been doing martial arts and
taekwondo. His elder brother
Habib brought him to me and
said, 'Coach, my younger
brother wants to try boxing.
He's a big, powerful boy.' He
joined around June 2023.1did-
n't know about his family back-
ground when Aziz joined me.
Oneday, Habib told me, 'Coach,
do you know about our family?
We are the grandsons of Idi
Amin.'Iwas shocked," Kabugo
tells The Indian Express from
Uganda.

In Glasgow, Aziz surprised

Aziz Abdul (left) headbutted England’s Damar Thomas. REUTERS

many by declaring himself
proud of his grandfather. He
later clarified that his admir-
ation stemmed not from
Amin's presidential rule, but
from hisboxing achievements.
“Idi Amin is one of the rea-
sons why Aziz switched to box-
ing. He was inspired by his
grandfather. Aziz is proud of his
lineage. He didn't choose his
family or the history attached
to it, but he doesn't run away
from it either,” says Kabugo.
After disqualification, Aziz
alleged the judges could not
stand a black African beating a
European. Decades ago, Amin
had voiced similar feelings.
“Several of Aziz's victories
have come by knockouts. He

loves nothing more than
knocking his opponents out.
Thereis aninteresting story be-
hind this. When Ugandan
boxers complained about un-
fair judging at international
tournaments, Amin told them,
'Don't leave it to the judges.
Knock your opponents out.; In
a way, Aziz is following that
path,” Kabugo said.

Aziz's Commonwealth
Games debut was not remark-
able, but his journey has been.

“Aziz is an exceptionally
quick learner. It took him just
four months to get into the Na-
tional Championships, and
only one year to win the Na-
tional Boxing League. With
only three years of training, he

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

Attimes,the

family history
weighs on him. Even
today, there are so
many stories about
the darker chapters
of Idi Amin. The
killings, the
dictatorship and
everything else from
that period”

SAMUEL KABUGO, BOXER
AZIZ ABDUL'S COACH

is at the Commonwealth
Games,” his coach said.

Yet, having publicly voiced
his desire to be the new 'King of
Scotland'before the fight, as his
grandfather once did, a dis-
qualification for headbutting is
rather unceremonious.

“ Aziz has always been in-
credibly confident. He has the
heart of a lion. He never backs
down from anyone and never
walks into a fight intimidated
by an opponent. He alsolikesto
speak his heart out. On most oc-
casions, he backs his words
with his punches. But at times,
it goes awry,” Kabugo said.

On Wednesday, it most cer-
tainly did.

Weighed by history
Uganda has taken a 55-

strong contingent to Glasgow,
but their media officer hasbeen
inundated with interview re-
quests for only one. Aziz.

“Once the media found out,
it became impossible to separ-
ate Aziz from that identity. In
Uganda, Idi Amin remains one
of the most talked-about fig-
ures in history. So whenever
someone from his family
achieves something, it be-
comes news.”

The attention itself is man-
ageable. The questions on
Amin are not.

“Attimes, the family history
weighs on him. Even today,
there are so many stories about
the darker chapters of his rule
— thekillings, the dictatorship
and everything associated with
that period. Aziz never met his
grandfather, but he still is a
youngboy who gets affected by
this constant narrative. One
day, he came up to me and
asked, 'Coach, why do people
continue speaking badly about
someone whois already dead?'
He is deeply religious, and be-
lieves judgment of the dead
only belongs to the Almighty,”
Kabugo said.

Glasgow is over for Aziz,
but Kabugo believes bigger
stages await. Till then, he has
arequest.

"Please judge Aziz for the
man heis, not for the history at-
tached to his surname.”

Kolkata

|

|

Neeraj Chopra's best throw of 79.61 metres put himin fifth place. ap

Conditions

were not best
forjavelin throwers.
Not only cold but
windy. And wind
also not from front.
It’shard to process...
Loads of throwers
struggled. Nobody
threw automatic
qualification”

NEERAJCHOPRA, AFTER
ADVANCING TO JAVELIN FINAL

¢ Otherresults

Women's Shot Put: Manpreet
Kaur finished fourth with a best
throw of 17.49m.

Women's 3000m SC: Parul
Chaudhary finished fifth with a
timing of 9:26.75.

Men's triple jump Qualification:
Praveen Chithravel and Selva
Prabhu booked their berths for the
final with best jumps 16.41and
16.26m.

Men's Decathlon: Tejaswin
Shankar is placed fifth after three
events with 2258 points. He
registered a personal best in long
jump witb7.82m.

in 12th place, with 78.26m —
as six of the last 12 were
bunched between that and
78.91m.

Arshad Nadeem of Pakis-
tan first throw of 78.63m
ended up being the best. He
remains a contender along-
side Anderson Peters who
tweaked his run-up to hurl
from the edge of the kerb for
81.29 on his second.

Qualification distances
don't matter beyond sealing a
spotinthe finals. But they give
the competitors an accurate
idea of what conditions could
be like.

The finals though happen
in evenings, and winds can
easily blow the other way in
those parts at Scotstoun. A 14
degree crisp morning, how-

ever, ensured warmups in
cold, biting Glasgow.

South African Douw Smit
(80.64) qualified a surprising
third, and Englishman Ben
East brought in a late third
throw 0f 80.38, to become one
of only 4 to cross 80 metres.

Smit who had finished
runners up to Chopra at the
Ostrava Golden Spike in 2025,
has a season best of 84.57 from
a Poland win at Irena Sze-
winska Memorial this May.
The 27-year-old Saffer was a
prodigy brought down by a 5-
year-long back injury layoff he
returned from in 2021. "I
thought I would never throw
again. But coach said let's
check.Iwas done with studies.
But I threw 81 so went ahead,"
he had told Modern Athlete
Magin 2023.

East had thrown above 80
only twice before this.

Walcott has been strug-
glingwith aside slip at release
the whole of this year, but can
never be ruled out. He has a
mark of 82.52 at Rabat and
8345 at Rome.

"No clean hits, but the feel-
ing is there," he had posted
back in June. The reigning
World Champion, who won
the 2012 Olympics with two
fractures in his back (L1 and
L3) and has framed his back-
brace, edged in last moment
thanks to Keyshawn Strachan
bringing out a 78.60, remains
a contender.

The 6-ft-5 Strachan from
Bahamas has never crossed
80. But he boasts of breaking
Peter's World U20 record.

But the biggest threat re-
mains Rumesh Tharanga Pa-
thirage, the season sensation
from Kalutara, south of Co-
lombo. His Rome Diamond
League mark of 92.62 looms
large on the field, but clearly
the challenge will be the con-
ditions in Glasgow.

2026 is led by the Sri Lan-
kan, followed by American
Curtis Thompson and then
Rohit Yadav (87.05), who
showed good adaptability to
go from 77.04 to 78.37, but 80
was Glasgow's 90 on a chal-
lenging Q day.

Le Clos sets new record
with 21st Games medal

Reuters
Glasgow, July 30

VETERAN SOUTH African
swimmer Chad le Clos won a
21st Commonwealth Games
medal late on Wednesday to
overtake Australia's Emma
McKeon as the most decorated
athlete in the Games' history.
The 34-year-old swam the but-
terfly leg as South Africa took
bronze in the men's 4x100
medley relay for his third of the
2026 Games after silver in
the mixed 4x100 medley and
bronze inthe men's 4x100 free-
style relay.

His record tally is made up
of seven golds, five silvers and
nine bronzes acrossthelast five
Games, starting in Delhi in 2010
attheage of 18 where he earned
five medals, and then followed
by seven medals in Glasgow in
2014.

He continued with five
more on the Gold Coastin 2018
and one in Birmingham four
years ago.

“It was emotional, but I
think those first two medals (in
Glasgow 2026) were just a little
bit more just because I had to
get over the hump and tonight
Ijust had to stay cool and bring
ithome,” he said after Wednes-
day's relay.

“The way the boys and girls
swam...they swam their hearts

Chad Le Clos overtook Emma
McKeon’s 20 medals. REUTERS

out. They kept saying 'we're

doing this for Chad'before they

walked down and it just
means the world to me.”

Le Clos is also an Olympic
champion. He stunned the
sporting world when he pipped
Michael Phelps by 0.05 seconds
to win the 200m butterfly gold
at the 2012 London Games.

At the time, American icon
Phelps was a 14-time Olympic
champion and he had not lost
in the event since 2001.

Le Clos won medals at the
Olympicsin Rioin2016 and has

since competed in Tokyo and
Paris. He has previously said he
hopes to qualify for his fifth
Olympicsin Los Angelesin two
years' time.
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‘Adopted’ by coach when he was
11, Gavit shines with sprint gold

“Today is Guru
Purnima and there
is no better gift
than this gold
medal’, says para
athlete who won
100m T47 gold

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, July 30

WHEN DILIP Gavit produced
the last dash to win gold in the
men's 100m T47, a burst over
the final 30 metres to cross in
10.71 seconds, his childhood
coach Vaijnath Kale, watching
from the stands, remembered
the years of struggle behind it.
Coach and athlete embraced;
emotions took over.

Two months before the
Commonwealth Games, Gavit
was not even certain he would
compete in Glasgow.

His actual event, the 400m
T47, was not on the pro-
gramme. At the insistence of a
Paralympic Committee of India
official, he switched to the
100m, adistance he had barely
raced. Wednesday's run, on a
rain-soaked trackin Lane 7, was
his first major race over it.

"Today is Guru Purnima
and there is no better gift than
this gold medal. But whateverI
do, it won't even get close to
what Kale sir has done for me,"
Gavitsaid. Kale told TheIndian
Express from Glasgow, more
simply, "When dreams come
true, such emotions come out.
The medalisatestamentthata
boy from a non-descript village
of Nashik can dream and then
achieve that dream."

Five years earlier, an 18-
year-old Gavit had said of his
coach, "If he asks me to leave
running and try jumping, I will
do it without asking a ques-
tion."

He was not speaking about
the 100m. But he might as well
have been.

It was also a redemption.
The 400m T47wastheeventhe
had built his career around, an
Asian Para Games gold in2022,
a Paralympic final in Paris in
2024, where he finished last,
eighth of eight, in 49.99 sec-
onds. Glasgow came in a disci-
pline he had never seriously
run. Hebecame thefirst Indian
to win a Commonwealth
Games gold in a para athletics
track event, and only the sec-
ond Indian ever to win one in
para athletics, after Sharmila

.
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Para athlete Dilip Gavit celebrates after winning the gold medalin100m T47 event in Glasgow. pTi

Gavit with silver medallist Mohammed Basil Morssinganakath. (R) A
young Gavit with coach Vaijnath Kale. p1i/SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Dhankar's shot put gold days
earlier in the same city.

Gavit was born to a farming
tribal family in Toran Dongri,
near Nashik, one of sixchildren

the household was struggling
to feed. He lost his right arm at
around four or five, accounts he
has given have varied slightly,
after falling from a mango tree.

"My parents took me to an ayur-
vedic practitioner instead of a
proper hospital," he has said.
"They just applied some medi-
cation and bandaged my arm."
The wound turned septic be-
fore proper treatment came. "If
my parents had gone to a
proper doctor in the first place,
they could have saved my arm."

The amputation made him,
in the family's own reckoning,
one more mouth they could not
afford. Kale spotted the 11-year-
old at a school meet.

"I saw the talent and then
his conditions," Kale said. "I de-
cided to adopt him. His family
said that they have nothing to
give but I convinced them to
send Dilip with me." It took him
more than amonth. The family
agreed only once he promised
to cover whatever the boy

would need.

Gavit moved into Kale's
home. "My sir hastwo children
and now I am like the eldest
son," he has said. "Coach sir is
everything to me. I trust him
blindly."

Navigating lows

Kale was a technical official
for the Maharashtra Olympic
Association, running his own
small academy on the side,
when he took Gavit in. "I was
struggling myselfbut I thought
that I have enough to survive
while this guy has nothing. Let
me help him," he said.

During and after the pan-
demic, Kale sold his land to
fund Gavit's foreign trips.
"Whatever problems came, we
navigated it together like a
father and son would," he said.
"Isold myland butIdon't have
any regrets."

Asked if he had imagined
Gavit would come this far, Kale
said, "All I wanted was a good
life for this kid because he had
the talent and seeing his family
conditions broke my heart. But
I had never thought that one
decision would take us so far."

The 2022 Asian Para Games
gold was proofthe sacrifice had
meant something. "That one
medal showed that our hard
work hasn't gone to waste,"
Kale said. "It just fuelled us up
for more and more glory."

"These medals are the result
of that moment," Gavit says of
the day Kale took him in. "For
me, he is my father, mother and
everything."

He has one target left. "I
have won the Asian Games,
now I have CWG gold. Now, I
want to win a Paralympics
medal." Kale says he simply
wants to cherish the moment
with the boy he calls his son.

Basil shines

Behind Gavit at the finish
was Mohammed Basil Morss-
inganakath, of Malappuram,
Kerala, born without a right
hand, who took silver in 10.83
seconds.

It was Basil, not Gavit, who
had won their head-to-head at
the Commonwealth Games
trials, clocking 10.64 secondsto
Gavit'sslower time. " have seen
Basil since his younger days,"
Para-Athletics head coach Sa-
tyanarayansaid. "Hejoined SAI
Trivandrum as a kid and has
been constantly progressing
since then." Trials are not
Games. On Wednesday, in a
final that had nothing to do
with what either of them had
done before it, India finished
one and two.

1ndia vs Brazil: Kolkata set to host blockbuster fixture

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 30

IT IS official — India will be
facing Brazil in a football
friendly at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium in Kolkata on October 3
this year. The ground has, more
often than not, been the pre-
ferred venue on the rare occa-
sions that football’s elites have
descended upon India, and yet,
this might just be the biggest
match it has ever hosted. The
Indian and Brazilian football
federations acknowledged in
their statement the kind of fan-
base that Brazil have in India

while announcing the friendly.
Those fans now have a chance
to catch a glimpse of the Sel-
ecaoin the flesh.

It will be the first time India
faceaside placedinthetop five
of the FIFA rankings, with Bra-
zil currently placed fifth. The
five-time world champions
face Australia in two matches
in September — their first as-
signment since a rather disap-
pointing 2026 World Cup cam-
paign.

Brazil’s first match in Aus-
traliais scheduled tobe held on
September 25 in Townsville
and the second on September

Itwillbethefirst
timeIndiafaceaside
placedinthetop five
of the FIFA rankings,
with Brazil currently

placedfifth.

29 in Brisbane. The visit to
India will be their third match
of the window.

“Towelcome a team of Bra-
zil’s stature to our countryisan
extraordinary moment and
one that will undoubtedly be-
come a landmark chapter in

the history of Indian football,”
said M Satyanarayan, AIFF
deputy secretary general.

Both the Indian and Brazi-
lian statements acknowledge
the presence of a large fanbase
for Brazilian football players in
the country.

“It will be a special en-
counter with a country that
hosts the largest international
fanbase of the Brazilian Na-
tional Team and that, for gen-
erations, has followed the his-
tory of Brazilian football with
immense affection and
passion. We are eager tolive this
moment alongside millions of

Indian fans!” said the CBF.

The AIFF, meanwhile, said
that Brazil’s legacy has “in-
spired generations of foot-
ballers across the world, includ-
ing millions of passionate
supporters in India.” “India is
known for having one of the lar-
gest Brazilian fan bases outside
of Brazil.”

"For our national team
players, this is far more than
just another match. It is a rare
opportunity to test themselves
against one of the greatest foot-
balling nations the game has
ever known,” Subrata Paul, Di-
rector, National Teams, said.

UEFA to boycott FIFA competitions to protest WC ‘sale’
N

Associated Press
Geneva, July 30

FIFA PRESIDENT Gianni In-
fantino’s plan to sell stakes in
the World Cup to private equity
investors was hit hard Thurs-
day by his former colleagues at
UEFA, who agreed to boycott
all the global soccer body’s
competitions in protest.

“UEFA and its national as-
sociations will not participate
in FIFA competitions,” the
European soccer body said
after an urgent online meeting
of its 55 member nations.

The next scheduled FIFA
tournament is within weeks in
Europe —the Women’s Under-
20 World Cup hosted by Poland
from Sept. 5. “Some things are
simply too important to sell,”
UEFA saidinastatement. “The
FIFA World Cup belongs to
football. It always will. And so
long as Europe has a voice, it

will never be for sale.” The strat-
egy meeting was called to
counter Infantino’s offer of $20
million to each of FIFA’s 211 glo-
bal members that has to be ac-
cepted by mid-September. In-
fantino’s secret project was
revealed Tuesday to spin off its
commercial operations in a
new $20 billion subsidiary
called FIFA Forward Enterprise
(FFE) 20% owned by privatein-
vestors. The core investor
would be a New York invest-
ment firm created by Joshua
Kushner, the brother of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner.
Infantino wrote Tuesday to
the 211 members —already the
effective owners of FIFA as a
non-profit association under
Swiss law — that if they ap-
prove FFE their promised $10
million basic funding for the
next four years will double to
$20 million. He projected their
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FIFA s likely to sell a stake in the World Cup to the brother of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner. ap

FIFA funding through 2038
would be $86 million each, in-
stead of about $36 million.
“This is not merely a pro-
found failure of leadership, but
an abdication of FIFA’'s duty as
the custodian of world football,”

said UEFA, where Infantinowas
along-time staffer and its CEO-
like general secretary when he
was first elected to lead FIFA in
2016. Infantino’s high-stakes fi-
nancial gambit now could
threaten his previously secure

11-year presidency of FIFA as
anger and frustration with him
risesamongsoccer stakeholders
including three of the six conti-
nental bodies.

FIFA has set a Nov. 18 dead-
line for potential candidates to
declare in a presidential vote of
the 211 members scheduled
next March in Rabat, Morocco.

Infantino had seemed — 11
days ago after the World Cup
final in East Rutherford, New
Jersey —tohaveaclear pathto
beingre-elected unopposed for
afourth and final term in office
through 2031. Soccer officials
have said privately Infantino
eyes a commissioner-like role
atthe FIFA Forward Enterprise
spinoff beyond 2031.

“Gameover, Gianni #Infan-
tinOUT,” the Football Sup-
porters Europe group, which
advises UEFA on fan issues
such as ticket prices, posted
after the boycott threat.

Rahane retires: A batsman
who scripted famous win,
stamped his class overseas

Ajinkya Rahane scored 8 out of his 12 Test centuries outside India. FiLE

Scored a vital
century and
captained India to
an away series win
in Australia

Sandip G
New Delhi, July 30

WITH HIS characteristic bash-
ful smile, Ajinkya Rahane an-
nounced his farewell from the
game that was his life for the
last twenty years. In an Insta-
gram video that was as crisp as
his punchesthrough covers, he
said in a deeply philosophical
tone: “The reality of life is that
everything has abeginningand
everything has an end. When
the time comes, we simply have
torespect itand move forward.”
If there was a hint of regret in
hisvoice, in the uncertainty his
career traversed in thelast three
years, in the greatness it felt
agonisingly short of, his smile
did well to conceal it, as it had
through the thick and thin of
his career.

In the two minutes, 22 sec-
onds video, he reflected on his
greatest virtue, the gift of tim-
ing. It was about guts and grit
too, his career of 8413 interna-
tional runs, 5077 off them in 85
Tests, isdefined not somuch by
the sheer numbersasbytheim-
mensity of his knocks, the mo-
ments some of his knocks have
etched. The statistics took a hit
in the final stretch of his career,
as it did to his contemporaries
Virat Kohli and Cheteshwar Pu-
jara, dropping from mid-40sto
apedestrian 3848, but Rahane
leaves with the warmth of
scripting some of his country’s
most famous moments in the
Virat Kohli era.

He neither craved limelight
not did limelight go in pursuit
of him, but he was there in
Lord’swithahundred in India’s
first victory at the most sacred
ground in the world; he was
there at MCG twice, with a
luminescent 147 and a 112 that
ignited the most dramatic turn-

cricket. Imperishably, Rahane
would be remembered for this
century and the series, the man
who started the fightback after
36 all out capitulation in Ade-
laide, and shepherded a group
of rookies to an improbably
dramatic series triumph.

How good a captain he
would have been is a conjec-
ture, but he had a serene auth-
ority about him that inspired
the men around him, a tactical
sharpness lost in his mild
manners. His leadership, the
fleeting proof of it, was a reflec-
tion of his batting. He was not
as immeasurably gifted as his
Mumbai contemporary Rohit
Sharma; he was not blessed
with the irresistible rage of
Kohli; he couldn’t acquire the
monkish defiance of Chetesh-
war Pujara.

Yet, he was asvaluableasall
of them in the golden phase of
India’s Test cricket. If perform-
ance in overseas Test victories
is the touchstone of batting
greatness, he towersover all the
three peers.

In the 20 Tests that India
had won abroad in his time, he
averaged 474, with hundredsin
Australia, England, Sri Lanka
and West Indies. Kohli’s was
40.56; Pujara’s 43.57 and
Rohit’s 46.82. It was not always
a hundred, but a fighting half-
century, like the 96 in Johan-
nesburg, rated as one of his fi-
nest knocks.

Understated

Yet, he was the most under-
stated among them; and he
showed a capacity to smile at
his relative anonymity. He
neither sought the adoration of
the media nor did he rage at
their iniquities.

Even tweeting and Insta-
gramming have been recentin-
trusions. He once told this
newspapetr: “People say I need
tobeinthenews...Idon’t have
aPRteam, my PR ismy cricket.”
It was perhaps the most head-
line-worthy quote he had ever
spun. He rarely, said anything
remotely controversial, let
alone a loose statement in this
era of deliberate misinterpreta-
tion. He was polite, measured

batting.

When the elements aligned,
his batting in the longest
format soothed the senses,
suckingthe tension out of a cri-
sis. He was artistic, but without
extravagant brushstrokes; he
threw the punches and
counterpunches, but without
the swaggering audaciousness.
He possessed organically fast
hands, which he could twist
and twerk as he desired.

He masterfully manipulated
the gaps, with imperceptible im-
provisations. A ball that Kohli
would look to punch through
covers or point on the back-foot,
Rahane would merely glide past
gully, with an open bat phase; a
delivery that Pujara looked to
block, he will extend his follow
through for a four down the
ground; he swept without the
savage grace of Rohit. Helargely
batted at No 5, or 6, but had a
flexible mind that bent his bat-
ting in the way he chose to, and
could adapt himself to batting
anywhere in the order.

He tamed swing and seam,
bounce and spin, before his
confidence against spinners
wavered, before lapse in con-
centration crept in. He was ar-
guably better in judging the
seamer’s lengths and move-
ment than Kohli, had more ag-
gressive routes to deal with
spinnersthan Pujara, was more
methodical and balanced in his
approach than Rohit. The la-
ment about Rahane is not
about what he couldn’t per-
form, but what he could have.
He would be remembered as a
semi-great that could have
easily been a great.

Like Rohit and Kohli, he
could have carved amore glori-
ousslice of white-ball cricket. It
was not his fault alone. He
could blame himself for failing
to convert his starts into sub-
stantial knocks (24 half cen-
turies but three hundred in
ODIs), but he can’t be blamed if
he felt the selectors gave him a
raw deal (his last eight com-
pleted innings included five 50-
plus scores). But he has made
peace with the conditional
clauses of his career, and buried
all those in the bashful, self-ef-

around inthe historyofIndian  and matter-of-fact,abitlikehis  facing smile of his.
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India sweep
team titles at
CWGTT C’ship
Manush Shah produced a

Unnati Hooda defeated Tanya Hemanth in R16. BabminTON PHOTO

Unnati, Tanvi, Devika, Kiran
enter Taipei Open quarters

Risingstars Unnati Hooda,
Tanvi Sharma and Devika
Sihag, along with seasoned
campaigner Kiran George,
advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of the Taipei Open
Super 300 badminton tour-
nament with impressive
victories on Thursday. The
experienced Kiran
outclassed compatriot Tha-
run Mannepalli 21-1521-16

injust 32 minutes to book
his placein thelasteight.
The 25-year-old, who won
the 2022 Odisha Open, 2023
Indonesia Masters and the
2023 Odisha Masters, will
next face fourth seed Yudai
Okimoto of Japan.In
women's singles, third seed
Unnati, defeated
compatriot Tanya Hemanth
21-1921-12. PTI

heroic performance as In-
dia's men's team overcame
aresilient Malaysia 3-2in
thefinal toliftthe22nd
Commonwealth Table Ten-
nis Championshipstitle on
Thursday. Earlier, the
women's squad thrashed
Malaysia without breaking
asweat, wrapping up the
final with a 3-0 verdict at
the ThyagarajStadium. It
was a tricky final for the
men's team, especially after
theirloss to Malaysiainthe
league phase. Thetie
appeared headed for acom-
fortable Indian win before
Qi Shen Wong cameback
from behind to defeat world
No. 41 Manav 2-3 and level
the contest at 2-2. Manush
Shah secured a comfortable
straight-game victory
against Wong in the final
rubber to seal the gold
medal for Indiaat the home
venue. PTI
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